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GRANITOID 


They removed the sidewalk along the west side of Walnut Street, 
between Mulberry and Water. It was promptly replaced with one 
that left more space in which to drive and park cars and less for! 
pedestrians. It was just one of many recent local improvement pro- 
jects. Seeing men pour concrete and smooth the surface is no long= 
ex a novelty. 

Tt was not that way when the section of the walk in front of the 
Stotlar drug store was installed. It was, it seems, the H. O. Murphy 
clothing store in that era--and home of the baseball team by the 
same name. A crowd of interested spectators threatened to block 
traffic on Walnut street that day. It was a quiet, perhaps puzzled 
and respectful assembly. A gang around a fist fight or even a dog 
fight would have” uproar. A little kid had 
to wriggle in. to see what was going forward, After all, someone 
had to write about it, when the time tame. 

Tt-was a sidewalk-building job unlike any that had been perform- | 
ed before, On a bed of wet cinders, well tamped down, a goo like 
mortor was poured on and carefully smoothed down as slick as 
pilaster on a wall, The goo was made of sand, cement and little 
chips of granite. The granite chips, in bags, had been shipped in 
from distant quarries, Then, they didn't seem to know that crushed 
limestone from the prison at Menard would do just as well or even 
better. 

"Thot" Jenner was the enterprising artisan in charge of the con- 
struction, and toiling over the laborious cement finishing operation, 
He was about as hot and sweat begrimed as a man can get. It may 
have been his first project of that kind, There was another grani- 
toid installation at The Windsor at about that time. Jenner might 
have liked that one better, 

Newly constructed brick sidewalks, in the familiar herting- bone 
pattern, with sand beneath and in betwe=2 a bricks, were then: 
considered signs of opulence, Granitoid was. an unquestioned luxury, 
In due time, brick walks did beéome somewhat uneven, Bricks 
sank, Some were well worn. Some stretches got so rough that the 


high-wheeled baby buggies bounced enough to churn butter in the 
nursing bottle, But, they were far better than the muddy paths that 
they replaced. 


Wooden walks were far more popular, The single-file one-plank 
jobs did not cost much, and they were better than cinder paths 
The wider walks, with boards placed crosswise, were much nicer- 
perhaps safer for such as, at times, did not walk sttiaght. There 
were fewer storm sewers or culverts then. Water ran thru open 
ditches, Where the’ ground was low, sidewalks and crossings were 
bridges, supported by posts, © 

Street crossings for pedestrians spanned the ditches at street cor- 
ners and extended across the street as arched humps that would jolt 
a buggy seriously. These were made of 2x4s on edge, spaced an 
inch or more apart, To negotiate them with a little red wagon re- 
quired some skillful Maneuvering. If the tread would fit any two 
of the timbers, it was hard to travel straight enough to keep the 
wheels on them, It was a good trick to travel diagonally, 

These crossings with the slots between the timbers, and the board 
walks, with wide cracks between the boards, in due time,.just had 


al to go, The gals that wear these spike-heel slippers never would 
® ; sca ' 


get anywhere, 
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. ANOTHER LANDMARK : 

Another landmark has disappeared. The residence building at the 
southeast corner of Mill and St. Louis streets is gone. It was not 
“Bill Keened” away. Someone, with a tractor, pulled it apart and |. ~ 
salvaged such of the material as remains sound, ; 3 

Old timers willremember it as a neat and attractive frame dwel- } 
ling, two stories in the front that faced the north on St. Louis street, 

If they are old enough, they will recall it as the Wallace place-- 
parental home of the late Thomas L. Wallace and his brother will, 
also long since departed, 

Who erected it, and when, would require some research, But, its 
destruction reveals that it started out-in life as a sturdy log a 


ap 


Parts of the west side and of the front, arid a partition a few feet 
east of the front door were built of square hewa logs. The comers 
Were cut to fit with such precision that only a few of the old time 
wroughtiron nails had been used to provide additional stability, No. 
marker, or comerstone appears, but the sturdy logs and other tim- | 
bers‘ may right well be considered well seasoned, 


At some’ other undetermined period, the cabin had been enlarged. 
and, for that era, modernized, The log partition was sandwiched 
between coverings of lath and plaster. The outer walls were lathed 
and plastered over on the inner sides and shéathed with weather 
boarding outside, Banisters along the stairway to the upper floor 

| would interest a collector of antiques, Some master craftsman fash- 
| ioned that adornment, 

| A guess would beithat the’ Templeton family Occupied that resi- 
| dence as far back as in the fineties, possibly'a little later, To 


| JS. Templeton, who may right well be-termed the dean emeritus 
of the medical fraternity, like several other respected and distin- 
guished citizens, was “Father” Templeton's little boy--but that 
was quite a while ago, 


The Rev. Templeton, ‘insofar as this tecollector could testify, 
| always had a long white beard, Heresay has it that’he was active 
| in the ministry, and Widely recognized, so long ago that he might 
| well be termed a pioneer, Some have recalled that he made his 
,/@2Rouncements thus: "I design to \preach at this place again, next : 

Sabbath, at early candle-lighting. " He was not bothered about CST 
and CDT, 


More recently, the Fred Starkweather family occupied that his- 
toric dwelling, That makes it the parental home of the late George 
Starkweather, who for years was in charge of the famous "million 

jdollar” I, C, station: at Dowell, when Kathleen Mine was in its 
glory; of the ardent sportsman, "Bud, “ and the several sisters, They 
all had two things in common--names that began with M., and, in | 

‘the words of the poet, they were fair to look upon, y 

Perhaps none of the occupants of this substantial home never knew. |) 

“Just how well it had been constructed, Until workmen took it apart, 
it was, to this observer, just another frame building that had-been 
around perhaps too long, 

' Some who called that corner home have done right well, indeed, 

But, they could haye claimed that they had lived in a log cabin, 
and have gone into politics in a big way. 


Sorry this column did notadvise them sooner. Didn't know iteither, 
e a ae a 
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LOCAL GEOLOGY 


An archaeologist, with enough initials following his name, can |. 
lookat a rock and write a book about it, He knows how long it has 
been around, : 

Even an apprentice sidewalk superintendent on the current pipe- 
laying projects here can make séme observations pertaining to 
geology. The walls of trenches that machines are cutting thru; the |, 

+ streetsand alleys reveal many changes in the surface elevation. In | 
places, the formation that looks like God made it is several feet 
below ground level. Man has messed with it for many years. 

In Murph Street, at Water, for example, a deep slot wastlawed 
awaytof ~2 room to tunnel beneath the pavement, Rocks, rotted 
cinders —.. broken bricks were unearthed at least six feet deep. 

One who could remember when they first began filling chugholes 
here-abouts could have whiskers down to here, Some of us can re- 
call whemthat corner looked much different, The half-block the 


lumber business- cccupies. was the J, Ben Bischof place justas far] eS H44° Oia 
“back as this recollector goes. The big, two-story white house, ass 2 Sn se Pop 


LT 


facing on water street, nevet *2~med to really need another coat 


of paint. The lawn sloped «rd the west and north, and every. ag 8 4 : 
summer, a big round bed of ' -antic “elephant ears," added a a ‘ 
touch of beauty. The sou ~}° . * the area was place for customers oo 
_ to leave their teams anc + while they did their trading, and Ss ‘ 
perhaps, flexed their elbr  : establishment, : Ee 
West of Clabber Alley-- .» 3 $ay Murphy street--there was 
Louis Weinharth’s barn and © sseic: ~ en standard equipment. The 


ss ee 


board walk along the south side of Water street, at that point, be- 
came a bridge over a big ditc!.ard the adjacent low ground, What 
had been the Redfern place, from Water street south to Mulberry, 
became a part of the school yard, in due time. And, beneath the 

_ the long reaches of this elevated sidewalk, school kids, at times, 
enjoyed a form of recreation that no qualified playground super- 
visor ever would-endorse. It is still unlisted in the sports that the 
schools recognize. : 

Less “angelic youngsters may have knownmore about this recre- 
ation, lt involved the use of two small fragments of schoolroom 
chalk, carved with care into cubes, Penciled dots were made on 
the six faces of the cubes, in sequence from one to six. The lads 
who, in turn, manipulated the iittle cubes, spoke emphatically of 

Little Joe“, “Fever in the South, " "Eighter from Decatur, “ "Box 
stars, " "Snake Eyes," and probably used other terminology that 

«| the uninitiated would not recall, De es 

The sidewalkserved less for protection than for concealment. The 
players operated under constant threat of apprehension. One lad, 
‘striving hard to make his point was asked what he would le if he | 
were sent to the principal's office--as has happened, If they. 
‘send me to -Gorn's “office, I throw these out the window. After 
school, I'll come down and see if they came up eight, ™ 


And, the cut they made in the street that parallesl the umnois 
Central tracks, in the depot area, reveals that the surface there is 
much higher than it was years ago, The tencher gouged 


many bricks that have been’ buried for years. One streak of bro. 
between the depot and the now-departed "Wedge™ building, It 


shows perhaps two” feet below the present level. 
sheltered brick paved porch that once extended along the railroad 


or south-west side of that.old’structure. Maybe the walk was there 
before the Beaucoup Hill excavation project, and then buried in 


the work of filling in to reduce’ the grade. 


Call an older witmess, 


— 


bricks would indicate that there had been a brick walk, or crossing, . 
far from where Peacock held forth to have been a part of the wide, 


And, on westward, when they dug deep for footings for the new © 
grade school building, it was found that what must have been quite - 
a pounc had been filled in, Apparently, there musthave beena 
time <# auch of the area adjacent to the madern school build- 


ing “Ws {ie water, Maybe that is why they named that Water TZ ie 
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This may bring a "So What?" from some. Others may like a little 
reminder of Mow some’scenes-were, many years ago. 

It is just an alley, now, that crosses Douglas street just south of | | 
Decker's Locker plant and store... To locate that for old absentces, 
that is half a block south of "The Scherle Brick, “ to real old- 
timers, “Birkner Brick “ : 

What brought this up is that the new water main was being laid in 
that alley which was once a street, Anyway, there were two nice 
“big two story houses on/it, between Douglas street and the depot, 
They faced the north=« toward the iumberyard that J. L., and may- 

|B, P, Murphy operated, 

Some {mproyement project, inthe co-called Gay. Nineties, "| 
brought about their removal to Parker street, They found locations 
west of Walnut and east of what the map calls Murphy street, 

Wm, Keene. with a sturdy lowboy and a powerful diesel didn't, 
get to that location soon enough to do the job, John Todd was there 
He had the jacks to raise the buildings from their sandstone foun- 
dations, He. had a iot of rollers fashioned from hardwood tree 
‘trunks, and a big long rope, He also’*had a capstan, or vertical), 
‘windlass, and “a horse to trudge around a circle. The horse pulled 
the bar that turned the upright wooden cilinder. The rope would 
wind around slowly, inching the house eine on the rollers, Keene 
does it faster, 

As the trencher inched on toward the railroad, the ditch it fbimeti 
was watched to see if it would Hit a long abondonded weil, It 
missed. ‘The well supplied the mill force, and others, with clear, 
cold drinking water, That wes when the unfiltered Beaucoup pro- 
duct coagulated in the glass. 

“And, near this public well, there stood a low hitchrack, 774 4 
big, deep, moss-lined watering trough, Its dimensions are . |. 
corded, but it was big enough to function as a bathtub, and, 4” 
times, it did, Tradition has it that, on special occasions, when it 
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torches must 


, although appreciated, was amended, 


He found Old John had floundered to the other side of the hitchrail 
g 


«was found that one had tarried to long at the aforementioned 
"Brick, " or at the one at Mill and Parker, or both, he needed the 
treatment, All in the interest of good clean fun, his associates 
would escort the offender to the horsetrough, There, with due sol- 

“menity, they would souse the offender in the nice cool water, 
even if they had to break.the ice to do it, : 

The hitching rail that stood near the public well and watertrough 

“served the first of the assorted Smiths that herded figures at the 
mill, He had Old John tethered there, hooked to little roadcart 

) that some would call a sulky. He labored long after nightfall, one 

day not long before the Tuesday after the first Monday one No- 

vember, Political rallies, in those'days, were colorful events, A | Ae 
special tain brought an enthusiastic delegation from DuQuoin, « 

They- “ted in marching formation in the street that paralells 

Rie ah, 

Fi. “ng torches and perhaps a flashing flambeau were too close 

| for comfort to “4 ~ bn--if you know Old John, He was not just a 
sedate family uay. As "White Cloud, “ he had raced successfully 
until an ailment slowed him down, There were those who finished 
second to him in impromptu races to the next bridge who would 

- agree he had recovered, He had that "Look of Eagles, ““and he was 
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An explanation of the total loss of the old roadcart was in order. A 
sympathetic responce to the effect that the flamin 


have terrified the horse 
“Not terrified,“ said he, “Infuriated, " 


Tt was a Democratic rally. - 


With’‘the oe 
and that the cart.was a teetotal wreck. The ride home was bare- 


back,’ 
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Who tampted the cuds of chewing gum in Billy Dippel’s keyhole? 
There were several hot suspects. For the records, it remains an un- 
solved misdemeanor. Dippel might have been able to identify the 
culprit, But, the threé-stick gobs he had to pick out pf his front 
door lock were nevershoved up where he thought they ought to be. 

Some seemed to take delight in playing ‘pranks on Dippel. And, 
they included his most faithful customers who were his closest 
friends, Dippel barbared when the clippers were powered by his 
skilled hand. His tidy little show stood at the corner of his neat 
front lawn, That would be about due north, across Parker street, 
from the modern Stanton-McDonald business building. 

Dippel was eminently successful. That was duly attested, His rack 


proudly displayed the ornate’ private shaving mugs of many leading 
local personalities of that time. His "tonsorial parlor, " as some 
liked to call a barber shop, was always spotiess--and redolent, 
Aromas of bayrum, witch-hazel, shaving soap and scented talcum 
competed for supremacy. 

All barbers keep their places clean. They have to. But Billy 
Dippel made quite a fuss about it, To use an old expression, one 
might say that he was "nasty-nice, " When business lagged, Billy 
did not loll around, strumming on a guitar and humming some 
doleful tune. He kept busy, Mirrors would get a non-essential 
scrubbing, Imaginary dust would be wiped off of the chairs. The 
gleaming tools would get an unneccessary working over. He com- 
batted any tract of uncleanliness. 

That may have been the reason why the bundie of old clothes he 
"found" one day caused him so much concern, The little group of 
Billy's friends and tormentors must have worked on that gag, One 
of that fiendish crew-watched him chance and found the shop un- 
attended, He slippeda bundle of old clothes beneath a chair and 
waited, When the barber returned, he was informed that he had 
missed a customer. That caused no small concern, 

The patron was asked who had been disappointed. He explained 


the bleary old bum who had about worn out his welcome on the}’ 


levee had mooched the price of a haircut and shave and wanted 
service. He had departed, due to a lack of patience. As the parton 
discribed the tramp, he was about as downright filthy and crummy 


as a man can get--even after many years of effort along that line. 


He illustrated that, even when offered a dime to buy a needed] . 


drink, the panhandler would withdraw and lower his grimy pay to 
scratch, H.s diligence indicated there were several thousand of 
them to turn over. At least a pint of blue ointment was the dosage 
recommended, 
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It is saddening to observe growth, expansion and increasing den- 
sity im population--only in a cemetery. The local burying ground 
is‘no exception to the rule that this is a changing world. 
Even now, that place is cometimes called the 1.0.0, F.Cemetery. |’ 
! 3 That organization did sponsor this essential facility, but that was |’ 
| 
\, 
I 


many years ago, Just when it became municipal has no bearing on 
the price of coffee, Signs on high arched gateways in a picket 
fence indicated that the place belonged to the Odd Fellows, 
A visitto that area now reveals a well kept appearance, Additions 
on the eastand west would seem strange to such as hvae been away 
= Many years, That makes a lot of grass to mow, Any inclined to 
find fault with the way the job is done may well consider how it| 
looked years ago, Tending graves was a hit-and-miss affair. Some 
were neatly timmed, and that was long: before power mowers hum- 
med effectively. “A sort of wild hay that turned a brownish yellow 
| waved all summer long over much of the place. Paths that lead to 
the stites over the fence at the railroad might be hard to follow, 
Railroads neéded fences then, and cattle guards at the crossings, to 
keep from buying straying livestock, 
It was a civic project, but little if any city revenue went into the 
upkeep of the place. The man who rated appointment as sexton had 
J the grave-digging franchise, and picked up what he could. Some 
preferred to have some one else swing the sicle for them’ 


onmates 


antes = aS 


_—— - 


It was a municipal institution back when the city had no hall to 


= ~~ be 
Tt was early in this century when the public undertook a united Be 5 ae 2y & 
effort to maintain an improved appearance to the place. At one Boer s 3g 8 
Memorial Day program, a local money-raiser of note, appealed Fra a5 cs) 5b 
for contributions, and a consistent payment of annual dues. A SPX sy q a ] 
| "Cemetery Association” was born. It was standard procedure, sey- 2 a) Be 5 
| eral years, for "Fats vs Leans" to stage a ball game May 80. Old 83246 q 3 
has beens risked the agonies of "“charleyhorses" and had a lot of 5 yest dn B, 
fun. ope se 292 cy 
Of course, a group o » licated, hard-working women had to Neste a 4 
take over, They raised ‘unds by all the means they could devise, 3 ra y 
They collected dues froia Members, including many who had long 5 Ps if 
since left the old home town. They retained interest in the last s a i | 
testing place of relatives and friends--and, perchance, potentially = 3 | 
their own, The women got the job done. Orchids to all of them, 8 aS) | 
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The man in the press box may have been an imaginative cuss. 
The press section emited an unholy cac 


| Some so hold. He visualized “the people in the cemetery” in an 


hantoms, spooks, ghosts or “haints", as Edwin Hall would call 
Mason jars. These they hurled, indignantly, and cluttered up ad- 


to place them proudly over their assigned a 
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i mducted in the court room, 3 8 
call its own, Council meetings were co : ¢ ae 
|\A more or less enterprising reporter usually attended such $Es31003. < c= & P = 
i | There just might F e newsworthy development, At times, "the 3 8 2 3 g 
ress" was the ent “Jience. One such night, as the city fathers E e ; é g Fl 
2 dered routine ditures, and came up with nothing worth a Seen eka s 
oe ee the." ice"-was all but sound asleep. The aldermen g fe7y8 2 % 
1 ‘ 2 iness" in the humdrum pro- 3 ish ier | 
a al reac he “new pueiness stage Pp : a8 E e J 5 
ceedings, é i : 283» o 
: iti sw ordinance, " the clerk announced, & 3 8 | 
ee ** acted, : : Saeggesar ae | | 
"To the “he ¥ \ayor and members of the city council: ey Ay ese. | 
Gentlemen,, *k intoned, "I respectfully request YOur hon- | 
orable body t an ordinance to prohibit the people in iad 
j eemetery fr ? yng boquets ‘off of other people's was and |. \ 
utting then »,.ewit own graves, and from taking withered flow apse ) y 
os tin cans and glass jars off of their own graves and throwing g AS 
them onto other people's graves. . . . etc. etc. ; fz 
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{It all started on an aimless Sunday afternoon stroll, There was a) 
time when people walked as a diversion, Three companions, pa- 
, trons of Dippel's barber shop, and Billy's warmest friends, chanced 
upon a little pile of rubbish. They paused to look it over. There is “= 
a trace of beachcomber in everyone. ‘ 
! in the debris, one man spied an old discarded*razor, The handle 
had been fractured, The blade was nicked and rusted. "This, ” 
| ' quoth he, “ought to be in Billy Dippel's barbershop". A nefarious 
scheme for a cruel hoax was brewing. A companion carefully ap- 
es praised. the discovery. "A genuine Euhudi, " the self-styled expert 
te pronounced it, He went on to improvise that as Stradivarious im- 
plies supremacy in the art of making violins, "Euhudi" was tops 
| ' in making razors, Rare steel--forged from secret formula-- 
| tempered by a process that, for generativi.2, had been ~varded like 
crown jewels, It was agreed that only the mat .cral “an, Teo 
pel, was worthy to wield such a special blade. 
“But, there should be, other tools. to go along with it, One came 
up with a pair of shears that someone must haye used as a screw= 
| driver, One blade was broken off, and the connecting screw could: 
no longer be adjusted. And, as a barber also needs a comb, they 
searched the dump until they found one that belonged there, Some 
| teeth were missing, The goo that forms in between the finer teeth 
q of unwashed combs was firmly imbedded. To one with the aversion 
to filth that Dippel had developed, a comb like that would be ex- 
tremely repulsive. : 
« The schemers pondered over plans to effect delivery of the set of 
tools to Dippel, A "limited, selective offer” idea was worked out. 
f Come-on letters, in the mail of many on sundry sucker lists, pro- 
vided the plan, There was no jntent*to defraud Dippel, at least 
of more than theléostiof a roundof"drinks, With a little help and 
some collusion, all in “absolute secrecy, they arranged to have 
Dippel get a flattering offer--a rare, imported razor~-available 
only to a carefully selected few--the elite of master barbers of 
particular renown. That did it, : 
When the package was delivered, Dippel beamed with pride- - 
i until the contents la / before him. Then he knew he had been tak- 
en for a ride, That putrid looking comb offended him the most, He 
Be promptly tossed it into the stove and scrubbed his hands, "About 
\ that comb,“ he resolved, "I tell no one, " He pondered the pro- 
__blem of detecting the perpretrators of the prank, 


a° 
, long-suffering barbey. 
and just 


imagining how that saw- toothed 


blade would feel on his tender skin, Billy shoved him down into 
the chair and waved the rusty razor threateningly. “You knew a- 
‘bout that comb--You sent me this razor and I'll shave you with it 


or Not shave you at all. ie 
_ It took some pleading, 


The customer looked on in horror, 


and a solemn promise that there would be 


h pranks played on the patient 


One jovial customer depended heavily opon Dippel's skill and 

; terderness, Without the regular and attentive treatments Billy 

| gave him, all the creases that divided his several chins would 

“like blazes. Only Dippel seemed able to prevent a painful rash, It 

was as wmeumfortable as a combination of prickly heat, ivy poi- 

sioning, dog mange and seven-year itch, ’ 
name OLS ; 

In for his regular, time-consuming special shave, this customer 
saw the rusty fazor and the broken shears laying on the backbar. | 
He asked Billy whathad become.of the pa! blueshard rubber comb, =} 

“The question was eyaded, When the face and sagging jowls of. the H 
customer were duly” Jathered, and a hot towel had. been adroitly 
folded in place, Billy called for time out, He said he had to ready: 
up his razor a bit, He took the rusty castoff and proceeded to hone 

, it by taking long sweeping strokes up and down the stovepipe with 
it. -,. 


The "imported razor” was kept on display as a warning-- 


in case. AS, 
Anyone can take just so much, 


no more suc 


4 


= ¥ oe = 
ey ALLIGATORS, AND OTHER TOYS 


Just wh Philip Gruner--Philip The First, that is--ever thought he 
needed so much space to rear his family might be hard to deter- 
mine. Three big stories above ground d doubtless abundant 
cellar spacetto Store the kraut and maybe a few barrels of grape 
juice. A big house indeed, a 

At some time since 1854, when the hardware empire started, 
that old brick homestead was So'sturdily constructed that it stands 
today. It is just a ghost of its former glory. Growth and progress 
cramped it in, - : ae epee a! = 

Where "Rhiny," retired postman, once famous portside pitcher, 
takes his well-earned ease, Gruners had an extensive lawn. That 
part of the place was more to look at than for the timid to —ex- 

lore. The area was decorated mem ory has it, with two bis 
ves enclosures made of ornament fMnmteter--store. and rail 
some brick construction, ; é 

From one .of these, at times, fountains Sprayed Beaucoup water 
into the air, The other needed no "Keep Off" sign for youngsters } 4 
who were a bit on the wary side. It housed several alligators. The | oil 
scary: looking things were not just little pets, They grew up, 

There was a story that one of these monsters. escaped; wandered, 
instinctively,to-Beaucoup creek, The owners promptly apprehended | 
the lone escapee. He, or she--who cares--was returned to cap- | 
tivity. But, fanciful infestation of the creek by alligators remained ' . 
a threat to some youngsters for years. Real waterdogs knew better, | 
They knew every inch of Beaucoup bottoms from “The Lime Kiln" 


e Z te = Mee 
to "Yallerbanks," The late Charles Reisinger, when he labored 8 Ft 2 ° = 
underground in "Buttonwood" Mine, concocted a yarn that the] .& g's 2. iC) 
lost alligator had harnessed and trained to pull the little pitcars, g o gs 3 
but his muscles were as strong as his imagination, =| & = g E 2 
The north part of the Gruner yard was just about as much a public! 7 YE = - Z 
playground as any private citizen ever furnished, Maybe it pro-| 4 & 5 < g ; 
moted sales of little red wagons, ‘velocipedes and such, But, pri- g s 3 Ondacas F 
- marily, it expressed the parental affection for the Gruner boys. The} § 2 aS Pees 
test of us just horned in on the fun, And there was a big cage of g 3 See | gq = 
squirrels that ‘enjoyed exercising on a spinning treadwheel. That! 7 2% . ¢ g cee 
way, they got to a cigarbox full of feed, aa : S88 = 28 - ; 
aoe foe Ge = 
- Oo Oo o Gt os +a | 
oys and playthings, there were, at | 2‘ es Sg ‘28 = 
ey slides and coasters, constructed 3 ao ae Soo 
the Gruner boys, This may have influ- | = § * $ US Se 
ngsters who enjoyed such fine facilities | Su J a) ah S 32 = 
lor then--developed into a Mechanical | § 0“ 4% Gaee a Ou ; 
t into the amusement field with "kiddie egos 5 BES 
fabricate such enticing contraptions, eee g ayes 
| instruments were included in the | 8 Sy 8 3. — 9 
8 attay of toys, but Barret, ("Bat” to us then, ) became atuba | 2 g = gS e558. 
‘Player of far mote'than local fame. Paul and Heine, the dairy- 0g go § = > Ooh. 
man that seems—to work all time--they camealong later, Just Sst eesbsa S| 
young squirts, ; Bie 5 Bes OU as 
ci O25as 2 


quity." Sounds good. Flowery. 
tt e writer did know much about his 
f energy to dig up the facts. e 
ts obscure all the defects that 


f wien 

| "Shrouded in the 
Colorful. It might m 
suk .ct, That, oral 


"may tlave | » years 
amour. If nee as Be 

ld homesteads here may have failed to rate apace in ‘the Na- 
a. Geographic. Guided tours as conducted thru musty, antibel- 

lum mansions 


¥ who owned and occupied pes . Perhaps none of these old timers 

_e-sever=gained world wide, ring fame, But, in thefr day, they, 
were the leaders in their home community. That beats being a 
"a prophet. ‘The Good Book proves it, = 
All: ‘this leads up to some ramblin, 


according to Sir Walter Scott, than were, or are, the more com- 
monplace--the vast majority. They were just more affluent, more} 
prominent and thereby more memorable. 

Of these old, half-forgottén places, the southern most--and the 
most "Souther, " would have to be the big old. "Murphy Mansion, # 
If standing now, it might be calied something else--ruins, ‘maybe. 

woul gees hard to rent today, but it was palatial in its time, 
‘There is “a Mii shady lawn across the tracks from the I. 
depot, That is whe 


it stood in all its grandeur, All it lacked of 
looking like the Southe n Mansions in the books was a 


4 round, white columns supp 
‘veranda, porch or gallery, " sedlng in lo 
~—s- The ~“Blue Grass" flavor was not 


ig ecoecton ai old 
¥ homes, and of the folks who ocetpiat They were no better, 
ee 


of the front yard. 


Besphats 12)’ te, 


', \ ~ rear, there were big barns that were, aedt 5 
\ias aro bres: Noone would hold that horses made ‘the Murphy. ealthy. 
‘ te were other interests--as the sale bills say, "too. nu to 


mention,” The horses, too, had their admirers, That ‘applies, | 

wih E yarectlatiy, to one deemed dowager queen of the strain--the 
“little pacing mare called Tazukah. She raced when they had to 

f go the best three heats in five. Maybe short of Grand Circuit cal- 
__iber_on_ tic long poetces of pie oxes) but consistently depen. 


Paable, On the county fair clieulty 8 would take the “bull-ring” 
| turns, free-leged, like a rat running: around arain ‘barrel. piled 
| Shurlock made you put up two to win one--on the nose, — , 
| There was class to the turnout that would emerge from the shady 
| gravel eM ‘that curved around the big brick’ mansion, Wm. K,- 
Murphy drove trotters that could strut standing still, The carriage 
was a be ty--patent leather and nickle- -plated lamps, ae ta. 
| bles did not have that kind, It was swung low. phe cee 
“the ight resiliency to sway comfortab) 


Penin. ae" long a patient invalid, "When t 

drives, they went in style All respected them. re y 

[aus : —_ touch of envy--save for the disability endured by th 
a i 


a 
1 


ady that intimate friends. called “Aunt Nine,” 


the south would fail, Old homes that many may} . 
‘remember well were never sucker bait for tourists, But, it is re-} 
freshing to recall them--and the then more prominent citizens} 


a row of tall,) 
g a wide columns supporting a wide : 
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‘drawgate open so that he could again step out and show them all 


POO EDEE DOOD DD EEO Oe 


y blind, but from memory, he trudged 
oval towring. An engineer could not design one with greater 


5 


a 


, declining years, fetlock deep in lush bluegrass. He was en- | 


" 


He remained a raceéhoss to the last. 
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Wud uu 


so magni- 


entious. 


“Aunt Lou” to many, 


That old historic home stood fT the southwest corner of Mill and 
Randolph Streets, It nestled proudly beneath big shade.trees, now” 
long gone, The house was a splendid example of the knickknack_| 
and gingerbread type of architecture, J. lL, was in the lumber busi- 
ness, In planning it, he must have selected all of the fancy scroll-| 
workin the book and then dreamed up some more of his own. They 
kept it painted a sort of tannish brown, and it must have been aj} 


_ pain in the neck to paint all the little curlicues that adorned it, 


The bluegrass lawn beneath the trees was another asset. It has’ 
been recorded, that on that lawn, the Murphys entertained Be } 
ville's Bavarian Band, when itplayed the county fair--an@*that 
was quite a party. They liked music, and knew how to entertain. | 

"Niger John," the handiman, cared for that lawn, artistically, | 
‘He never saw a power mower. He used a scythe, It was not the | 
the stubby kind for weeds and brush. It had a long grass blade. He} 
keptit as sharp as a razor, He used up a lot of. time leaning on the | 
crooked handle and stroking the keen blade with a file. And, sa 
sheared the grass as smoothly as a skilled barber snips a “flat-top, “ 
; And, John would find time to promulgate thusly; When ye see a 


ol’ hin a scratchin, That am a sho sign that dar are a bug dar, 
Onless, sah, dar am bin a previous hin dar sah, In which case, 
bug am, gone--sho as yo bored. " May have been a text on the 
"Early Bird" theme, or it may have been meaningless, but it was 
funny to John. t 

Aunt Lou oceupied the home long after J. L, had passed on. 
It always was a social center, The "chipper" old sister was a 
natural social leader, a pianist of note, and she liked to coach 


amatuer theatricals, She would relate many stories about the} 
home talent shows of former years, It is a shame she did not put}, 


them in print for those who came on later. 
__ Rehearsal sestion there always turned into gay parties, "Aunt Lou” 


kept the coffee brewing, and always came up with some lunch, 
Assistant hostess would be her niece, Virginia--not just useful, 


her aged mother, Mrs, Melissa Garter, and Nora Qz ‘to sit and 
tock and chatter, "Aunt Lou" always hada Ho 


: atid old lady. 
The long-departed Cap't, Joe was one-time mayor-~ believes he 


sense, \ 


The story was that, as a candidate, Murphy promised to support” i 


_ Some measure that was the current “paramont issue, " That plank 
- elected him, And, when he _got to Springfield, his mind was 


, changed entirely. He learned things that he had not known before, 


He found out that to support the measure would just be downright | 


{ foolish. To oppose it would brand him as a liar, 


Joe's brother, Wm, K,, undisputed kingpin of the family, was a 
man with a legal mind, plus, acumen, and that is a good word for” 
it, Joe put the problem up to him; that, bluntly, if he ‘kept his 
campaign promist he would be a fool--one ofa familiar brand of — 
Variety. If he @pposed it, he would be.a specific kind of a liar, | 

Brotherly advice’ was provided promptly and emphatically, and it 


Was toso vote as to avoid & the specific s 
Most any politician is, _ bran 
Insofar as is tecalied, 

entire Murphy family, — 
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There was another more or less ee) homestead on West 
Randolph Street, That would be the residence of Cap't. Wm. Mc- 
‘Neil and his portly wife Mary, Thattitle, Captain, following "The 
Rebellion, " that one or two former citizens admitedly "put down, " 
carried a lot of weight, Commissions, it seems were awarded less 
on academic grades than on--well, fortitude sounds better, 

The big, white, frame, two-story residence always seemed to 
gleam invitingly. In season, flowers and ornamental vegetation 
enhanced its architectural beauth, At the doorway, a pair of big 
blue and white mottled ums held blooming geraniums, or some- 
thing. The yard was bigger then. It extended east to Mill Street, 

Many of the old residenters, at that time, with yards that big, 
would set out a big patch of what they would call kraut, even in 
growing Stage. They were perhaps a bit more energetic than the}. 

gnified captain, and maybe a little more on the frugal side, 

They would shred the cabbage, salt and tramp it down, and stow 
away a few barrels of kraut, just in case of sickness, 

The McNeil yard was different, It was purely an omamental lawn. 
Flowering shrubs and such grew around the sides and at the rear, In’ 
the center, there always was a big round clump of a greenish 
streaked grass, Mighty pretty, but {t must have been a lot of work |p 
for someone, 

The good captain was not around so long. Aside from his activity 
in the lumber business, in connection with the Murphy interests, on 
the levee, he is recalled only as the Baptist Sunday School superin- x 
tendent, and the way he talked before that assembly, What he said 
does not come readily to mind, but he had the speed of a tobacco 
auctioneer, He wasn't, or he would have been called Colonel, 

The good Sister McNeil, when in her prime, was rather on the 
corpulentside, Nobody counted calories then, or knew about them, 
It would have been more diplomatic then, than know, to Sav that 
she was just plain fat, It may have been a slight handicap, Around 

the quilting frame of the Dorcas society, others could reach to 
“stich farther out, .Her arms may have been quite as long, but she. 

just protruded more. : ; 
They wore them black and long, in those days~-down to the 
teputedly, there were numerous peticoats 
They wore them black and long, in those days--down to the: 
ground, And, reputedly, there were numerous peticoats concealed 
beneath the extended skirts, There was so much of Mrs, McNeil 
just below the waistline that, when she minced down the street, 
the knee action of her limited stride fust failed to undulate the) 
_ Somber skirt, It gave the impression that she was just coasting a- 

‘long on wheels, © = 
_ Ata time when the GHUFBE coffers tan low, the old organ seemed 
~ about to gasp its last harmonious chorus. The Uttle girl that played 

it faithfully had to tramp the well-worn peddles, double-time, to 
bulld up the ‘afr pressure required, The bellows leaded at the 
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“Host all, 


or parlance, it had the heaves. 
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STANLEY G. SMITH 


ae a ea ; 
The>corps“of engineers, of the local, sidewalk variety, that is, 


years, was part of the lives of many. Excavation for the street- 
widening project, -along the south side of the public square, re- 


tives of several generations 


__ the old town pump that rattled so gaily when in operation, Or, to 
recall the cool, refreshing water it provided. ‘The old public well 
heldan inexhaustible supply. And, like the "Herbs of Life, " or his 

; showsnearby, it was "good for all the aches and pains and ills that 


vuuuUuUuUu 


deeply from the tub that stood at the Water street curb, and liked 
it, 


= 
x= 
‘That well, one of several in the business section, seemed to be 
=> the most popular drinking place--and meeting place--by far, 
: There, the high and the low, the rich and the poor, the washed and 
the unwashed all met on a common level, Some may have been 
= 


a bit germ-conscious and would attempt to limit contact with the 
i rounded rim of the big, badly dented cup, to a small space as near 
— _ the handle as possible, The preceeding drinker may have had thy- 
. Told, yellow fever, cholera, and bubonic plague, leprosy, or even 


ee Something serious, but if any epidemic ever was created by this 


~ promiscuity, the evidence is not immediately available, 
Little kids liked the old well too, They had their own way of 
ft drinking from the ~pump, One would work the clanking pump- 


handle with all ‘the strength and vigor at his command, Others, in 
turn, would seal the spout end with the Sweaty palm of a grimy 
f hand, and release a powerful squirt of cold Water toward his mouth, 
= What missed, and flushed over a dirty face, had no ill effect, 
5 Before imbibing of the clear, cold water, many, in those days, 
fe would. first discard well masticated brownish 
i 


-the more aristocratic Piper Heidsiek, the gooie kind; Drummonds, 
‘the thin, dry, natural leaf-- 
star, horse-shoe, climax, ba 
the home product, the potent S, 
_of persons--and vica-versa, 
‘The ‘Public well, the town pump, 


more likely one of the old standbys; — 
ttle-axe a store-boughten twist or - 
Q. or P, The well was no Tespeécter 


the common drinking cup, like ; 
ly other ancient institutions, gave Way to progress, How long | 
this one old well had served, perhaps nobody could determine — 
now, Inspection of the curbing, built of stone, revealed that the 
Consttuction was a work of art performed by some now unknown -} 
master craftsman. It may, well be that local lads, before de-arting 
to."put down the rebellion, " drank heartily at that old well, and 
wondered when--or if-~they might teturn for more, : 


’ 


Se 
Sram nimi 


enjoyed a brief inspection of the public well that, for unnumbered | 


vealed the source of refreshment enjoyed by countless Tepresenta- | | 


One “need not be a doddering, bewhiskered patriarch to recollect| © 


manor beast isheir to," Teams, or saddle nags of travelers, drank} 


cuds, It might be of |. 
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_ 
_ charactor known as Old: Man Bachr, That is what he called himself] 
- Research reveals that his given name was Frederick, What served as | | 
sentences in his broken or pulverized English--began and ended with 
| ae an "Yis Yis. "Those who should know said he murdered English and 
} Fe that what he did to German was much worse, ale 
In pondering the little recalled, or determined about Baehr, the 


questions that come up outnumber the answers, Lack of informa- 


ae i = rok , 
/ ‘3 : Other minds may still retain more specific information about the 
¥ = 
} & = 


I | tion breeds conjecture, He was a Manof mystery, = | eS 
| It would be hard to prove that Baehr was not just another th 
4 ie immigrant, Many, unfamiliar with the ways of his, their, adopte 


SSORLE 
and beloved country, were right well schooled in the old world, i 
Baehn may have been, but it didn’t show. : 
Les In his Sunday best, Baehr looked like a stage tramp. Pants, from| 
le = some store, much too big, had the appearance of big baggy bloom- 

z He tied strings around the ankles, And, in his working clothes, he 
may have patterned aftera medieval peasant, In the field, his garb 
was a one piece job--a big feed sack. One hole let his head Stick} 
thru, and twoserved as the armholes, This, he supplemented, when 


I. ~ decency demanded, with a pair of home buiit pants, Burlap, cut in 
. |) s two big inverted V's were stitched together as neatly as binder- twine 

\\ = for thread and a nail for a needle would permit, ; 

| 


| But, withall this indication of dife poverty, Baehr was of the lan- 

~ded gentry. He owned and operated acreage just north of town, He 

employed farm hands at the prevailing scale of 50¢--per day, that 

is. And, he had plans to build a city all his own--Baehrtown, Lots | \ 

or tracts were to be given free to the destitute, providing they | ° 
could erect their own cabins on them. There were several cabins in 


thatarea, even then, None resembled, even remotely, the modern }. 
Mathis mansion in that sector, 


cn 


No ‘one seems to know just who Ba 
house, but try-he did. For mat 
Where he could find them, and lugged them home in a sack on his | 
back, Clay from Possum "Branch had to do for mortor, When the 
walls were just aboutas high as needed, new, whole bricks were ac- 
quired and layed to form the top ten or so cdurses, The structure, 
4 €venif it had been finished, -would have been no larger than many 

| modern living rooms, ’ 

_ Baehr was a violinist--or maybe just a fiddler, Some say his in- ~ 
| strument was a Priceless "Strad, " and thatthe claimed it had been, | 
<a B = . 2. 
7) an heirloom of his family forcenturies, Visitors came to the modest 
“& y house of Baehr to-hear him play--or maybe to hear him talk about 

’ mM request, he would attempt any 


@ his music, Reports are that, upo 
classic, and might conclude with a rendition of Yankee Doodle, 
y, Was a frustrated violin 


Couldit be that Baehr, in the old countr 
s humble cabin and played his be- 


virtuso? Perhaps, as he sat in-hi 
. The burlap smock may have be- 


loved violin, he had his dreains 
come the spotless linen of a famous musician, His grimy, toilworn 
into the agile hands of the artist, 


paws may have been transformed 
Maybe building his own opera house would help him earn the plaudits 
of an appreciative public in this land where, it seemed, he never | — 
seemed to fit, — : 
The land he owned and farmed; the row of Neat, attractive homes | 

along the streets that were country lanes when hé was here, was of 
&, less value then, Now, with other developments, such as the pro- 

a posed Keene-Woosley addition, what the Nap calls Baehrtown, if 

_ Still his, would put Old Man Baehr well up in the chips, No gne 
would say he was a screwball-centric maybe.) === e | 
| _ Whocalls whom €ccentre? His name is on the city map-- vis vis : 
} No doubt he would be proud to see it--but doubtless pounder if he 
could take a bow from the Stage of the never finished opera t 


7 me z Ce 
es te a : 


ehr tried to build his own opera 
erial, he gathered brickbats just | 
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WE WRECKED THE SCHOOL HOUSE 


When they--no, WE--wrecked and Teconstructed the middle 
, _ Section of the old school house, that was something to watch. To 
"take part in it was Something to remember, That was about 1897, 
maybe 1898. Temperance Hall was still around to handle mis- 
= placed pupils, ; 

Most any adult will well remember the big two-story brick where- 
: in generations of us acquired or were exposed to schooling. The 
middie section, {a the late 90's, must have been huiging at the 

seams with pupils, and no doubt creaking at the joints from age. 
— Workmen began to tear it down, W, G. Wilson, the contractor, 
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, an urge to 


at least until 
y Tetum. Meanwhile, you 


gainst the candy case to pon- 
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must have figured pretty close, Some material had to be salvaged| 3 :§ 2 CRP og . Hs 
and used in reconstruction, Soft brick, doubtless of the Pat Malone} 2. a gaa a 5B q@ oy 
s vintage, made loeally, had to be reclaimed. To get bricksdowmn} 2 § BR yA? Ca e a. 
safely from the tap, long troughs were made by nailing boards to- | 4 5 2 Bescs 2 a 8 ke a 3 z 
gether, V-shaped, Mortar encrusted bricks, skidding down, soon] 3 3 ° 8 do Suge #8 
= made that chute as slick as a soapmaker's pants. Ed. Dunn was one] 3 9 S23 8 3 3 oes 3 Seg 
employed to retrieve them when they .hit the ground, and toss] JP A 4 a? ga of ey Gan 
them away before others crushed them--or his fingers, He worked| a 3 a = 2 Se 48 g 5 eo 
— fast. He needed nimble fingers, : aa 3 sae 5 sa68 a5 
When the walls were torn down to the lower floor, bricks could }- x 2953 Fs < OER ae 5 ag 3 23 
fall with less danger of damage. A section would be left standing|¥E 2 a Ga 5 Bo ae ee Bey 
undermined a bit. A few pupils on a rope looped around the top- ae gs8e Say ic gusts ra 
Someone chanting "heave ho-heave, " and down would crash a ton 1 a as a %  g & a. Z 8 a8 a 
or so of bricks, All were supposed to be well in the ciear. “88 3 é ce oee=| Ss § ove a = 
One time, not so, Harry Wilson, not Senator then, home from] $4 8 SeresSsgse g ace 
school at Carbondale, had to look things over. A section of wall,| 23 ree ere Maa 8 4 a : hs od 
— Teady to be pulled down, just chanced to fall as he was passing. | = $ =O oats ein a3 3 s 
They laid him on a door and carried him across Water street to his 28 St : = 7 Pa a a g -3 a 3 2 : 
= parental home. Both legs were broken, Southern had to put the} 3 z 5 ae 2 4 B32 Ss Ps ee eee ee 
bullpen catcher behind the plate to replace Harry, 6 2 Oupeees 2% g 2 os aS oe bi 
When Harry could get around on crutches, he called to watcha] 9 82h SR aM g 9 eA S38 
= stranger.install the furnace--rare occurance then, Crutches cause} ‘ = 
conversation, He explanied how he was hurt, The furnace man| ‘ 
— . vehemently urged him to sue the contractor for damages, not 


= knowing that the "so-and-so" he thought should pay the bill was 
the victim's father, : 
That .was one wrecking job on which the old recollector labored, 
— } Child labor laws were not effective, No busifiéss agent got around, 
<j) Many youngsters found employment, Some chopped mortar off of 
bricks with hatchets, For that, these hands did not seem to match, 
Some hauled them ‘iin wheelbarrows, the wooden, sideboard kind, 
That took too much Strength. Someone had to stack the cleaned 
—_ | bricks up in ricks like stovewood, That was the job--second only; 
to one that was denied. Billy Brey--Jr,, that is-~kept time in a 
little book, The scale for kids was five cents per hour. That count- 
> ed up faster than weedeling a penny at a time, SEP 
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Now, it is. just'a place to store a lot of merchandise that does not 
“heed to be displayed. The public never sees it, Things change, 
ie over a period of time, When erected, it was glamorous, no less. It]. 
It made “the once famous Murphy Hall look like a second rater, 
That was Kunze's Opera House, in its day of glory, ‘ : 
*The date-may be around somewhere. No matter, It was a long 
time ago, Carpenters had a way of chasing little kids away when 
they wanted to watch the big construction project, The interior, 
when under construction, was not for all to see, But, at the grand| 
opening, those of us who had net been around Much, considered it] 
a ‘fairyland, New’ paint. glistened, That chandaleer, up near the} 
érnamental metal ceiling, was something to behold, i 
‘The back-stage area was for others to explore back when the] 
the place was new, Later, it became familiar territory. Then time} 
had taken its toll, The east side, (off-stage right, ) was, nominally, 
the dressing room area for male performers, On the west, Stage-left, 
&; that was for the girls. Yea? Anyway, dressing room facilities inclu- 2 
ded. long shelves against the wall, a scattering of dropcord lights, 
f and little mirrors, cracked and mangy. One little burned-out 7 
heating stove, near the west stage door, with three bricks pinch- > 
hitting for the left hind leg, was supposed to keep off the chill, 
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&, He had the floor plan of the |" 

(oard,. Gimlet holes represented } 
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hole, Now, in case it jus Gor } 
'so buy the same pair of ducats, | 


L 1 game : 3 the board like a cigarette girl 
3 The big curtain, when new, was a work of art--mountain scenery, ~according to the pictures, He | 
P Karl Marlow could beat it in‘half a day. It would be wound up, their troubles, — eth 
x when it worked, on a long heavy pole, At times, both ends would tvations, They found room to | 
4 Toll up. evenly, It has been done, When lowered, it frequently luck, But, even for he Bees E 
: bounced, and the mountains wavered, Back of that, far enough for ver did exeekd two-bits, And. | 


es, look the other: way’ when |° 
ed of entertainment, - 
more fun than folks up front, 
ts that may have cost them all 
n," patrons cheered--or booed 


yed less--if any--but they were | : 


iS "hoofers" to have room for between-the-acts specialties, there was 
31 the street scene curtain, Just what street the artist tried to portray, 
_ maybe even he didn't know, And, near the south wall, there was 
the third-act necessity, the hut scene curtain--gloomy, log and} 
Stone effect, But, the fair damsel in distress had to be Tescued 
from some place, ; = P 
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sy 


___ And, stage center, there was the trap door, with a mate off stage F 
tight, Magicians needed that arrangementfor their disappearing act} 
Dusty, under the stage floor, and all festooned with cobwebs, — 
For the audience, there were two kinds of seats--three, if you 
count the gallery, Up front, red veneer chairs, fastened in gangs, 


~ —_-‘made_ up about four rows in each of three sections, Back of them, 

the seats were a bit less comfortable--the yellowish ones--also ini 

- gangs. None were fastened to the floor, For, at times, they were 

= stacked up against the wall for dances, and the floor was waxed as 
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} ; Now, it is. just’a place to store a lot of Merchandise that does not a | | 
“heed to be displayed. The public never sees it, Things change," ia) ® 
- Over a period of time. When erected, it was glamorous, no less, It]~ y 2 
} ; It made the once famous Murphy Hall look like a second rater, “ i 
That was Kunze’s Opera House, in its day of glory, / . = = ; 
= “The date-may be around somewhere, No m : os <=... a 
F time ago. Carpenters had a way of chasing lit | Slick as glass, Justa row of seats were left off at the side~-for wall- 
rE they wanted to watch the big construction pre flowers, ; : “ eee if + 
~ when under construction, was not for all to see Gallery seats were different, Just two long wooden nches, with | ~ = 
| Zi opening, those of us who had not been around n | backs. Patrons perched up on the backs of these benches when they a ; * 
‘ a ‘fairyland, New paint glistened, That chanc liked the show, The gallery had wall-to-wall carpeting, aftera |° = 
7 6rnamental metal Ceiling, was something to be! | fashion. The floor covering was a compound of crushed peanut | 5 if 
The back-stage area was for others to expl hulls, used "eatin : tobacco, " and the juice therefrom, plus count- | ; J 
the place was new, Later, it became familiar te less Temnants of cigarettes, -the hand rolled kind, A | | ; 4 
} had taken its toll, The east side, (off-stage right,| Victor (Stix) Foster, who later enjoyed a diversified career in | , “+ 
the dressing room area for male performers, On thi| Show business, frequently Managed the Kunze institution, or the |. X 
%. that wasfor the girls, Yea? Anyway, dressing roo] Productions that were staged there, He had the floor plan of the 
i < -ded. Jong shelves against the wall, a scattering hall worked out ona big square board, Gimlet holes Tepresented — iy 
' H 


t and little mirrors, cracked and mangy. One 
heating stove, near the west Stage door, with tl 
hitting for the left hind leg, was supposed to kee 

The big curtain, when new, was a work of art--! 
Karl Marlow could beat it in‘half a day. It wi 
when it worked, on a long heavy pole, At time 
Toll up. evenly, It has been done, When low 
bounced, and the mountains wavered, Back of t 
"hoofers" to have room for between-the-acts spe 
the street scene curtain, Just what street the arti 


the seats, When 4a ticket was duly ;marked "Sec, C=-Row D eat, 
>"ete., a shoepeg went into the hole, Now, in case it fnsteor 
jostled out, someone else tight also buy the same pair of ducats, | 
Foster "butched" the town, wearing the board like a etiirstic girl 
wears her tray, in a night club--according to the pictures. He | 
could have duplicated, Ushers had their troubles, 2 
The gallery patrons had no reserva tions, They found room to | 
Squeeze in, or they were out ‘of luck, But, even for the best of - 
shows, the price up there perhaps never did exceed two-bits,. A dy 
charitable doormen might, at times, look the ‘other: way when 3 
Someone short on cash seemed in need of entertainment, - : 
maybe even he didn't know, And, near the sou Gallery patrons seemed to have more fun than folks up front, 
the third-act Necessity, the hut scene curtain-) dressed fit to kill, and occupying seats that may have cost them all 
stone effect. But, the fair damsel in distress] “of six bits, Up in the "peanut heaven," patrons cheered--or booed. | 
from some place, ~ ) and hissed the lowdest, They payed less--if any--but they Hae i 
Sao 7) 
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And, stage center, there was the trap door, with houipishis= site) peleniged, 


tight, Magicians needed that arrangementfor their . = y 

Dusty, under the Stage floor, and all festooned wi covweys, = : WW { 
For the audience, there were two kinds of seat --three, if you i 

count the gallery, Up front, red veneer chairs, fa\ tened in gangs, - 


Pe made up about four rows in each of three sections. Back of them, |. 
_ the seats were a bit less comfortable--the yellowish ones--also in: 
gangs. None were fastened to the floor, For, at times, they were 

ie stacked up ae the wall for dances, and the floor was waxed as 
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. any care, But, the boss, or any Re€wspaper man ought to like this 


‘Right stands, Some good, some so-so and some worse, 


ae respect for it, Game. a day when one-sheet posters graced show 


Se an order forpaymentat the boxoffice--and didn't haggle too much, | . 


_of the small amount of revenue involyed meant little. There was 


_ Sistant assested in the seething. What to do? The boss man issued neg 


Recalling the old opera 
- gotten ineidents associated 


Few, if any, know about "Fabio Romani", and perhaps few if} - 


’ To set the Stage--In those days, when this century was young, 
many road shows played here. Some came tegularly, Stock com- 
panies made - week-long stands. Thank you for your liberal pa- 
tronage and your kind attention--Tomorrow night, East Lynn, "-- 
And, there were the fly-by-night outfits that hit and ran, One 


"The Fourth Estate", at that time, demanded recognition. News- 
paper’ men were proud of the profession, and resented any dis- 


windows about town, announcing the coming production of "Fabio 
Romani, " Standard proceedure was for the advance man of a show 
to call at the newspaper shop; buy a 10-in-2 col, display, have it 
lifted and a batch of bills run off and distributed, For this, he left 


And, of ptimary importance, he wrote out a bunch of “Comps, " or 


"Annie Oakiey's, " for the boss and for the entire staff 


This Fabio outfit overlooked one little detail- ~as they say in the 
"whodunits, " The advance man failed to recognize the press, Loss 


heverquite enough to go around anyway, It was the lack of tespect]. 
that hurt, ae 


* Came show night, Still no Tecognition, The editor seethed-~"siz- |, 
zled to the core, " to use a good Ray Choisser expression, His veins 
contained a mixture of printers' ink and greasepaint. He had trouped 


some too--and had not starved--entirely, His more or less able as~ |? ue, . te) th 
2 ity, 
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an order for payment at the boxoffice--a 
__ And, of primary importance, he wrote 
“Annie Oakley's, " for the boss and for 
This Fabio outfit overlooked one littl 
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that hurt, = 
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: 
present your card, Give 'em one more chance. 


If they ignore it, pay your way, I'll be along and do the same. 
Then, we will sit together, take notes, come back here and just 
crucify_that outfit--good, bad or indifferent," 

The manat the door said a country editor's card meant not a 
in his young life, He got the cash, and a prediction that he would 
die sorry that he ever took it, The two irate scribes saw the show 
Each picked the parts he chose to pick apart, Duly fortified--in- 
cluding the notes--the two Teturned to the shop and went to work 
at the cases, Top line of the head read "They Butcherd Fabio, * 
Whatfollowed, maybe four-fiye sticks of it--scathed, Mayhem om 
the brainchild of the playwright was just one accusation, 

Some weeks later, a stranger, wearing pearl glay spats and a 
by to match, as showmen should, invaded the same sanctum samc- 
torum. He asked if he was.where the story about "Fabio" s 
onits rounds thru Variety and Billboard, The editor, with the 
ning maul within his reach, proudly stated that the visitor had found 
the man that flayed the outfit--and what was he going to do abour 
it? 

First, the visitor insisted, he would buy a spare copy of the issue 
He read the stuff and got a chuckle per paragraph, and a bellylauge 
outof the head, Then, he produded his credentials, contracted 
some other show soon due, He quibbled not about the price, 
the stack of Annie Oakleys he provided was exceptionally beral 

"I caught that Fabio show, while-back--Our outfithas about =: 
many punks as they have. But--we try to treat newspapers right ~ 
Hope you like the show. ” 

Clippings from the issue 
the prized collections of th 

Maybe it was good, 


"Go over there and 
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STANLEY G. SMITH 


George Parker Wilson--Author-Playwright; "Who's Who” would 
have no information under that caption. The compilers would say 
that they never heard of him. Some of us were negre fortunate. 
Parker, as everybody called him, ‘was well worth knowing. There 

. should be more like he was, : : 

Any forthright biographer of Parker Wilson, or any sketch of his| 
all to brief career, would dwell upon his service in the field of 
commerce, It was never indicated that he amassed a fortune--for 
himself, One reason may be that he never tied. Like many, with 
ability, he always’ was the man behind the man behind. When the 
Hirsch stores expanded from a pack to a big string of profitable es- 


tablishments, Parker was the:man who made the figures talk and 


Prospective cast, and dictate copy for these plays. His mind ne 
; sp] have mulled things o er in advance, Lines, business, gags an 
ihe Ses pee le ela ene ‘Stage directions seemed to ooze from his creatiye mind. He wrote 
Ma i tae oe some nee fron the script for some "Varieties, " or almost Catch-as-catchecan 
ee: an aaa has attempted to ro) performances that. were Staged as benefits, At tmesymeie per= S 
here and there: can undeneana that some { formers might be about as numerous as paying customers, but it 
“completing a difficult assignment, _ was a lot of fun. : = : 
one ae Siuing Son Gace pce of Parker w| Modest, even shy, Parker would decline a curtain call when’ the 
sure. Suecess in that profession, the ‘ambitio’ audience demanded that the author.take a bow. But, the” additional 
attained by far too few. How Many good sh} twinkle in his eyes, and a little extra in the infectious smile he: 
jected perhaps no one would ever know. Some jj Seemed to wear continuously, proved that he was getting paid in 
Thun der “pul ps." At times, he rated publicati| Something he valued above legal tender. : 
visit to his "studio" in the narental home, | Parker's expression for the necessity of a "snapper, " or impressive, 
to improve his productions, revealed his deep] ending was: “It's gotta have a kick in the back, = 
cation, By no means a show-off or blowha] If it had been granted unto Parker Wilson to write the lines for 
proud. of what he had produced, whether pri] his last appearance on the scene we call this world, he would have 
still on manilla second sheets--not quite good} followed the script with Stage directions--in bold face italics-- 
Parker wrote: so that the readers seemed | Exit Smiling, 
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about it is that the “Red Dog Saloon” had a light-weight proprie-| < 
‘teThen, there was a racetrack play--"Hearts and Horses, " That 


~ Some thought, was good €nough to tour. It was--for one engage- | 
ment, = 
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tried itnow would only verify a-classic observation; Freddie Glide- 
| Well made it here, and it became part of the language=-"Ya jist 
=| | kaint git there from here, * — : ; 
| ‘ ~ To attend that chicken fry, when it was in its glory, horse and 
= buggy transportation was involyed. Such as had rigs of their own 
were fortunate. All they had to do was get a pirl to go along, And, 
; 4 girl grown up enough to have a beaux, as folks expressed it then, | 
would feelthatshe had not really arrived if no one asked her to go, ° 
Other young squirts, up to beauxing around a bit, had to make 
( 2 | their reservations early to depend upon obtaining an attractive 
livery outfit. Or, two, perchance, might double-date, and divvy 
| up on the price of a team or coin flipping, to determine which one 
drove and which one rode behind. Or, it was also socially accep- 
table to enroll with a group that chartered a hayride for the im- 
portantevent. Hayrides alsoshowed up from DuQuoin, Henry Berg-- 
"Shadrack" to us then, or one Richard "Bluesmoke" Marlow, would 
make the trip for a reasonable consideration, Either would center 
his attention on his team, not the passengers. That was tact, They 
had been young, ; 

Fried chicken, in that era, was a seasonal delicacy--like water- 
melon, bluepoints on the half-shell, or, respectfully, Thomas & - 
3 Jeremiah. Year-round mass production and dependable refriger-  , 
Sate ation of stallfed broilers had not come along,-The big event was 
: scheduled by the full moon when the most spring chickens had 
grown to frying size, S i 

Driving to that festive event might be a quiet jog along a country 
road, Or, it might involve a little racing. No one liked to take the 
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= er OF dust kicked up by the horse ahead, Success in country toad racing 
| es as < demanded more than just a horse that had a lot of step, Drivers 
eee STANLEY G. SMITH needed skill and courage, and a knowledge of geography. They 
: had to know where wide places in the road would enable them to 


* 


‘ : pass, and where the narrow bridges made it hazardous. "Hubbing, " — 
a - > 
| There may be many reasons“why the Baird's Grove Chicken Fry is} © suffering that damage from others was c calculated risk--like — 
"20 longer on the calendar of annual events. One will do, Baird's] leaving a Grade-A rawhide center buggywhip upright in the socket | 
Grove is no more. Many may recall it as a beauty spot, when it] When the horse was tied off in the dark, 
was as God Almighty made it. Stately forest trees that had serene-| I addition to the golden brown fried chicken, homemade ice~ | 
aly survived a century were intesperced promiscuously, not aligned} cteamand cake--the five-layer, gooey kind--and other trimmings 
in prearranged precision, ~ were offered. It must have been a lot of work for the farm fami- 
_And, a normal view in that wooded area enhanced its natural} lies that conducted the affair. It was for a worthy cause. They | 
‘beauty, Proud brood mares and their promising foals made that} turned the proceeds into the upkeep of the historic Galum Cemetery. 
grove their home. Excepting the black shetland, pride and pet of| Everything they needed had to be hauled from home, That included _ 
Florence Baird, their ancestry traced back to Hambletonian 10,| stovesand firewood. Coaloil lamps and strings of Japanese lanterns 
‘Porter Baird bred and trained and raced outstanding trotters, Big} Would supplement the moonlight, A breeze might sway the paper 
‘barns and a training track were features of the showplace that is} lanterns so that the little candles would set them ablaze, but that 
now only a memory. was just a part of. the affair. Night flying insects, orbiting the -[” 
"Where the shaded pasture lay surrounded by fertile fields, now} Jamps, might get singed enough to fall on the big ten-cent dippers 
‘there are only ugly stripmine hills, Rugged ridges rise abruptly} Of ice cream, but they ate sparingly if at all, No one would com- 
from ragged ravines, Nature struggles to cover up the scars with] Plain much, : ; 
scrubby trees, underbrush and weeds. Any self-respecting hound} Other talent that took part in the entertainment offered patrons | 4 
would demand double time for hunting in such rough terrain. That] May feel slighted. Sorry. This reviewer can recall only the justly 
allcame about when they tumed the surface over just to take away| Celebrated Malan Brothers Quartet, It endured for years, When 
the coal. | one passed on another filled the vacancy--like Margenthalers on the 
_ The route from town out to the grove that was but is not lay south;| Panthers team. 


‘ward on what was called the West Four Mile road, Anyone who| Fr the younger set, the way back home was not northward on the 
& : | West road, That was the direct route, but whe +ants to hurry on a 


summer moonlight night? It was “half-a-quarter" or so southward 
to the Baird School corner, Thence, the way lead eastward, past 
Pyatt Station. The Simeon Walker store, closed and darkened at 
that=hour, loomed ghostly white in the moonlight, The way con- 
tinued eastward to the Ozburn school crossing. The schoolyard 
taight be occupied. Others might also want to rest the horses, 2a 
It was uphill from. the school house, northward, between the. ; 
rambling homestead and the big horsebarn of another illustriqus.| 
racing man--"Uncle Tommy" Ogburn. Thence, down a ~ formi- 
dable incline and on over the moonlit prairie, There were various 
detours and optional routes from there on in, and the horse could: 


find the way hom portiest convertables 
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Anapple on display in this, or any other apple season, "is not at all 
unusual--unless itis an unusual apple. One about four times as big 
agany apple has a right to be is bound to draw attention, And, one 
like that brought back memories of apples as they used to be, 

This big apple looked like it might be of the variety that was 
called a “horse apple," yéars ago, Maybe it was so called be- 
cause it would take a mouth like that of a horse to snap a bite out 
of it, But, for all the taste the freak apple had, the effort would be 
waisted, 

But, théte were some varieties that had a better flavor than the 
best now offered--at least it seems that way. How about a nice 
big, tree-ripened Yeliow Beliflower, Anyone who remembers them 
may drool a bit, just thinking about the taste they had. The blos- 
som end of the Bellflower was a little on the pointed side--sheep-|- 
nosed, they called it, When an apple was dead-ripe, the seeds 
would rattle in the pods, Trees of that variety needed to grow se- 
veral years before they started bearing. Crop failures were ex- 
perienced frequently, Hence, no more of that variety, 

Any orchard market will provide you with what they call winesaps 
now, The name remains, with some qualifying perfix. But, the un- 
der-sized, deep, dark red specimen--a little flattened at the ends, 
and with the meat a rich tint of yellow--seems to be extinct, That 
‘was the kind that, when cared for properly, would remain sound all 
winter long, In the pit all winter, the flavor might become slightly 
straw-tained, come late January, but it was tangy, zesty. And, it 
had enough juice in it to spit in your eye like a grapefruit, To use 
one eatin’ apple connoisseur’s pet expression, when you bit into it, 
it bit right back at you, 

It is all too true that, in former years, a lot of orchard acreage 
was given over to the lowly Ben Davis variety, Trees of that king 
seemed to bear abundantly, year after year, They would yield 
branch-breaking crops when the better kinds were scarce, They 
had one attribute that was proudly claimed for Cheatham's Chill 
Tonic--tasteless. Apple growers ate them only when there were no 
others available. = 

Apple growers peddied apples from their wagons, at around this 
season and later, One advertising method frequently employed was 
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i handy-man of sorts, never partic- 
listinct enunciation, would ride a« 
ered--such as "Ben Da a aee ah-ah- 
ething like that, 
ome Beauty in the nursery catalogs- 
eonnypeo overs CONSIdered it superior to all thers 
: sey ime made apple butter, 
“"foggie idea, but it seems that apple 
go. Apple butter making, like hog- 
cooperative venture. The women of 
together. Equipped with the little- 
id sharp knives, they would peel, core 
nd still keep up on all the gossip, — 
‘ation, The apples, readied up and 
ll water, were dumped into the big 
le used sweet cider in place of water 
the desired consistency, The spices 
not come out of little sifter-top tin 
Greece |, ong sticks of the curled bark of cin- 
7 . Cloves were in the form of little 
f fumps with the roots on them, Somé 
dla of the presiding cook would be 
n_ bag and tossed into the kettle, At 
, le left-over sorghum, maybe a little 
t gone to sugar--went into the batch, 
, jney--maybe~the wild kind, with the 


the wood fire beneath the kettle was 


shoved in where they would do them 
_was boiling too boistriously, and was 
the stitfing, astick or two would be 
each seed--some used a silver dollar 
sj the stuff from sticking to the kettle, 
paddle just exactly right, the job was 
eady to go into the big stone jars=-an 
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substitutes today. They may be. pro- 
onditions, But, for a real delight, how 
f good old homemade bread, with the 
e fresh country butter spread over it-- 
:}ld-fashioned home made apple butter- 
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Anapple on display in this, or any other apple season, “is | 
unustial--unless itis an unusual apple, One about four tim 
as any apple has a right to be is bound to drawattention, . 
like that brought back memories of apples as they used to 

This big apple looked like it might be of the variety 
called a “horse apple," yéars ago, Maybe it was so ci 
cause it would take a mouth like that of a horse to snap a 
of it, But, for all the taste the freak apple had, the effort 
waisted, / 

But, théte were some varieties that had a better flavor 
best now offered--at least it seems that way. How about; 
big, tree-ripened Yellow Bellflower, Anyone who rememl 
may drool a bit, just thinking about the taste they had, 1 
som end of the Bellflower was a little on the pointed side 
nosed, they called it, when an apple was dead-ripe, 1 
would rattle in the pods, Trees of that variety needed to 
veral years before they started bearing, Crop failures \ 
perienced frequently. Hence, no more of that variety, 

Any orchard market will provide you with what they call 

now, The name remains, with some qualifying perfix, But, 
der-sized, deep, dark red specimen--a little flattened at 

and with the meat a rich tint of yellow--seems to be extin 
was the kind that, when cared for properly, would remain s 
winter ling, In the pit all winter, the flavor might become! 
Straw-tained, come late January, but it was tangy, zesty, 

had enough juice in ir to spit in your eye like a grapefruit, 
one eatin’ apple connoisseur's pet expression, when you bit 


It is= all too true that, in former years, a lot of orchard { 
was given over to the lowly Ben Davis variety. Trees of tk 
seemed to bear abundantly, year after year, They woul 
branch-breaking crops when the better kinds were scarce 
had. one attribute that was proudly claimed for Cheatham‘ 


Tonic--tasteless. Apple growers ate them only when there » 
others available. 


16/50. I 


to impale two on the pointed ends of a forked stick extending up- | 
ward from the wagon bed. Or, a handy-man of sorts, never partic- 
ularly noted for his diction or distinct enunciation, would ride a- 


long and call out the wares offered--such as "Ben Da a aee ah-ah- 
ah--" Anyway, it sounded something like that, = 
The Roman Beauty--maybe Rome Beauty in the nursety catalogs~ 


for that delectible product, home made apple butter. tS 
Maybe it is just another old foggie idea, but it seems that apple 
butter was much better years ago. Apple butter making, like hog- 
killing time, was frequently a cooperative venture. The women of 
the neighborhood would get together, Equipped with the little- 
hand-cranked apple peelers and sharp knives, they would peel, core 
and quarter a ton of apples-~and still keep up on all the gossip, — 
This was a "cook out" operation, The apples, readied up and 
carefully rinsed in cold well water, were dumped into the big 
kettle over the open fire. Some used sweet cider in place of water 
to boil the chunks of apple to the desired consistency, The spices 
used to add the flavor did not come out of little sifter-top tin 
boxes, It was in the rough. Long sticks of the curled bark of cin- 
namon was an important item, Cloves were in the form of little 
black stems--like minature stumps with the roots on them, Some™ 
used "star anise", The formula of the presiding cook would be 
sacked up in a little cotton bag and tossed into the kettle, At 


‘times, in lieu of sugar, some left-over sorghum, maybe a little 


on the grainy side--somewhat gone to sugar-~went into the batch, 


Some tossed in gobs of honey--maybe~the wild kind, with the | 


sticks picked out carefully. 

The thermostatic control of the wood fire beneath the kettle was 
simple enough. If the fire did not seem to be brisk enough, a few 
More seasoned sticks were shoved in where they would do them 
most good. Or, if the goo was boiling too boistriously, and was 
about to scorch in spite of all the.stirting, a-stick or two would be 
pulled out into the clear, A peach seed--some used a silver dollar 
--was supposed to help keep the stuff from sticking to the kettle, 

When the stuff clung to the paddle just exactly right, the job was_ 
done, and the product was ready to go into the big stone jars--an 
important part of the food supply. : z z 

There are "store boughten" substitutes today. They may be.pro- 


cs 


rie: 


4 ap on 


that was another favorite. Many considered it superior to all thers 4 


duced under more sanitary conditions, But, for a real delight, how at 


about a plate-size slice of good old homemade bread, with the 
crunchy crust; a layer of nice fresh country butter spread over it-- 
then, just smear on good, old-fashioned home made apple butter- 
nose deep, : : 

Wipe your chin, 


< 


a 


Apple growers peddied apples from their wagons, at aroul. wus 
season and later, One advertising method frequently employed was 


Curtis, or back of that, Billy Plumlee, with his snare drum swung 
high up on his chest, 

And, back when the Kunze opera house was in its glory, what 
theatrical parlance called a "Tom Show" is recalled, That, s 
meant a troup that dramatized "Uncle Tom's Cabin, " This outfit, 


bloodhounds chase Liza across the river on the ice and see poor 
little Eva die, and learn that Topsy "jist growed. ” 
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ground with their hats when listed to go, Rule "G" got them, 


and better than ever before, " Not this one. ‘It passed that stage, It 
gets better, but it got too big many years ago. . 

How many floats came in from other cities would be anybody's 
Suess: Which came the farthest may also be undetermined, One 
guess would ke that the model steamboat brought all the way from 
Cairo would win the celluloid pit. 

Of course, the greatest piece of pageantry ever presented here was 
the county fair's centennial patade. That too was due, in part, to 


an, two down, full count, : 
When road shows made this place a port of call, many staged par- 
as. Some needed only a=“ttle band, like the inimitable George 


ce so = 
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ro 5 Changes in the modes of travel may be one reason for it. The lack i 


: ~ of barns, cow sheds and tight board fences all along the streets may 
be another. Something has caused a lot of changes in outdoor ad- | 


__ vertising. Maybe a publication with space to offer should not men- | 
Bes tion any other medium, But, ts is about the way things were | = 
B yeals ago. : : : ‘ ‘ 
- Many can / recall the scenic. ws provided for the crowds that, toe 2 
bare filled "accomodation trains”, som times called "milk runs"; years) 7 rd 
‘ ago. It seems that every barn: roof within the line of vision was). ; — 
pee painted black, and had the wor "Castoria”, in a bold script-"*"~ : ’ : ! 
} » © sign emblazoned on it, More details of the advertisi ya 
_* famed product featured included a picture of a say ; ae —— : 
ark i | 
Dal | 


eel and the slogan’ "Babies Cry for‘It. " Maybeso. 
ie The walls of -barns and <sheds, and the fences, » 


| = ie 
“| times even if--protected by a sipnailageeaia,"?-3t No bills, " were 
; -.  f—4 <= osters, The patent 


| kept right well plasters !- : 
| medicine business must | ee eal vaompetetive, Some of 
a7 
these were works of art, te 


There was that standard litho of a team of dapple grey draft hor- 
ses, so fat the’ deep creases where most horses show a knobby 
: / Were posed as pulling like a team competing in a 
, 1ey. looked like they were enjoying it--just overjoyed 
tohave shouldersores so that they could be anointe¢ with Bickmores 
Gall Cure, Laws l@t them call things cures, ane “sinedies, years 
ago. And, it always did seem cruel, but the makers of that cele-- 
| biatedsalye always added the slogan-~"Be sure to work the horse. “ 
; nd, there was some outfit by the name of Scott that displayed a 

/ ash picture that challenged all ambitious fishermen, A kid could 

_ dream that, someday, he would catch one like it, and parade all 

_ around to show it off. The work of art protraved a wizened old 

|* fisherman, with whiskers on his meck, He wore a rain hat and a 

o i slicker, The fish he had was swung up so the head nestled over his 
shoulder and* the tail was dragging on the cobblestones. That was 
|| presumed to help sell Scott's Emulsion of Cod-Liver Oil--augh, 
4 Recollection of the taste of it makes one wonder if that old fisher- 
man hadn't dragged the codfish around, showing off, iong enough 
to grow the luxuriant whiskers that hid his throat from ear to ear. 
| Or, maybe Mr, Scott took too much time in extracting oil from 


{ 

| : 

| the liver of a long dead fish. Vitamin-pills go down much easier, 

| Many of these medecine posters carried the information that it 
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p ae Below-- "Solon Sells It. " 
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Medicines 


ne 


was available where ever drugs were sold--or at all good drug 
stores. And, there was a legend to the effect that some local deal- 
ers were not quite satisfied with that. 
Major Luther Kughler, who for many years sold drugs and what 
|| have you at the southwest corner of Walnut and Mulberry--the 
Kohisdorf coimer now--was not one to overlook an opportunity to 
increase his business. And, his son, one Frederick Solon Lycurgis, 
called Solon for Short, also had ambition, Solon operated on the 
' | corner of Douglas and Kaskaskia, where the Tom Boy store func- 
| tioned last. Presumably, he started there when the Frank Roe fa- 
| mily left that spot and moved to St, Louis, The kughlers, father, 
perhaps not too friend- | ~ 
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= ~28,, Open territory; sort of a Village green, years ago. That would 
oes? after the Bakerschmidt place bur 


West to the alley and northwest 
Sno pne tear of the business buildings 


Nolds, drilled a 
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Gruner's Lot--that location would 
Some could tell where it was, and mi 
transpired there, years ago, 


It is still Gruner territory, but there is no Open space for itinerant| 


commercial enterprises or public entertainment. The northwest 
~CrIer of South Main and Mulberry-- 


be meaningless to many now. 
ght Tecallsundry incidents that 


facing the public Square-=that 


ned to ashes, and kids combed 
© ashes for helf-melted coins, 


‘\spat-Was a place for the medicine shows to entertain and to vend 
Her wares, with the accent on the vendin 


g. Fumes from the. gaso- (NEYVILLE, Wy 
line fueled "banjo" torches were enchanting, not Tépulsive, The P : 
blackface comedian, with his guitar a i 


r. To demonstrate 


, like a check row in 
a test plot. Quite a contrast, 


And, along about the time the battleship Maine went down, that 
lot was a parade ground, Some patriotic citizen, long on Military 
taining--could have been Cap't. S. Walter, "Straight-edge" Rey- 
N outfit of what some derisively called “home 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


t 
| 


a oa : 


l guards, "Temperance Hall, then still standing, was military head- 
quarters for the company, The boys were fitted out with wooden 
Random Reco guns. They drilled al] ovens lot, and learned how to Manipulate 
| their play-like firearms with precision, = Ss 
OF : f At. times, it was a place for traveling MerT=go-rounds to set up, 
and take in’ what change they could. That was before they had 
electric power, or even the little snorting one~lunged gasoline 
engines. Some poor old mis-treated horse had to job doggedly a- J 
round a little circle to make the Contraption go, And, there was, | 
Gruner’s Lot--that location would be mea one Man-powered outfit.:"The Ocean Wave", they called it, It 
Some could tell where it was, and might reca/ was a little circular contraption, balanced on a center pole, and: 
transpired there, years ago, rolling on an elevated track that undulated over humps. Big, strong 
It is still Gruner tertitory, but there is no °l gtown boys were induced to leap high, grasp a rod and pull the 
prises. or public entertaiy thing around, Passengers, mostly little tots, got to ride around and 
~ Geer of South Main and Mulberry--west to th. around, with an up and down movement that would make most 
ee baa © rear of the business buildings facing th anybody seasick, Fun? Some thought so, E 
Ges 4,, OPEN territory; sort of a village green, y Then, it was always interesting to visit Sam Lee's laundry, atthe 
a ‘Gfter the Bakerschmidt place burned to as] north edge of the area. The laundryman was not always the 
| ashes for helf-melted coins, same individual, but he always had that name, The sign out front 
pent was a place for the medicine shows to identified him, "Sam" slopped around in flopping slippers and left 
cir wates, with the accent on the vending. This shirt. tail hanging out, and he had a long, coal black, shite a 
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line fueled "banjo" torches were enchantir 
blackface comedian, with his. guitar anc] 7; 
finished what he started. Commetcials pre |. ,, 

Of these colorful fakers, one who, of coi 
only advertising-~is tecalled, He was intre 
that might have also Served as an enamel rex 
his product, he selected a lad with air-cc 


And, the way "Sam" sprinkled clothes has neyer bean encountered 
elsewhere, He would bow low over the table and poke his mouth 
into a bowl of water as if to drink like a horse.. Each mouthful 
would be blown ‘out in a-misty spray to dampen , sthe work in 
process uniformly. It would be hard to duplicate his accurary with | 
a bottle of Windex, Never tried it, : 

Honest John" would pitch, at times, on Gruner's lot. He was not 
| just- an ordinary pack peddier, He would have a wagon loa 
plunder--dry goods andsundries, He probably bought up wight 
distressed merchandise and worked hard to sell it, He would as. 
semble an assortment for which he would ask two. bits, fee takers, 
he would add another bunch of braid or a pair of shoe 8 OF such | 
until he gota taker. Then, he would sing out, "Ripped, Wraped, 
Rolled and Sold--No wonder, by thunder when all of that plunder | 
goes over yonder for a quarter of a dallah, "— : oe 
Now just what ails 2 mind that can come: up with such drivel, = 
after so many years--and just con't quite remem ber what year the 
the old water tower was erected? : ae eee 
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And, along about the time the battleship | 
lot was a parade ground, Some patriotic citi 
taining--couldhave been Cap't. S. Walter, 
Nolds, drilled an outfit of what some de} 
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people to make the thing pay off. 


-outfit from a little makeshift office about where the Walnut Cafe 
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".-and one man, in his time, plays many parts, " Shakespeare 
was right, The old recollector can recall one week's experience 
as ticket-taker with a frowsy little dog and pony show, It happened 
here. Many others, then active in civic affairs, did as much or 
more for the good of this community, 

That was just before one of the several groups departed to "Make 
the World Safe for Democracy", World War I--The Big War, as old 
Timers often call it. 

The Chamber of Commerce needed money, They always do, C, 
H. Dintleman, "Mr, Chamber of Commerce, " himself, was an 
outstanding civic leader, even then--before he picked'em up and 
set'em down for Uncle Sam. Names of others just as active do not 
come up readily. Somebody came up with a scheme to sponsor a 
little street fair, a polite name for a carnival. Who should take a 
bow or accept the blame is not quite clear. Jack Stump? 

Anyway, the plan worked out right well--in spite of war con- 
ditions, This outfit, imported to operate on a profit-sharing basis, 
had no county fair to draw the patronage to it, The shows and 
tides, and what had to pass for a band, had to draw in a lot of 


And in those days, as many recall, public sentiment and cer- 
tain governmental agencies, “took a dim view of non-essential 
enterprises, There may have been as many as ten or twelve pieces 
in the little brass band that this outfit brought in with it, Some 
were able-bodied men, They left, "Mack, " who-supervised the 


oe Qe Tao; tainmens 
_» gave them some 


how stands, bemoaned their departure, but the show had to go on, 
He kept up the ballyho, even when the band had dwindled down to 
a one-armed man and about three women and girls. He promised 
a band concert every afternoon and evening as long as the band 
lasted, 5 

Some brave soul had to ride the merry-go-round and take up 
tickest in spite of seasickness it developed. A wheezy little organ 
on it. ground out "Over the Waves" all week long, Got downright 
monotinous, And, there were’ other shows. One, near the Walinut- 
street corner, featured an alledgedly artistic dance. From ac- 
counts current then, the way that gal danced would not cause much 
wear on the shoesoles, but a girdle would not survive one perfor-| - 


mance, 


ee The little games and gimmicks that li i i ; 
olla g g cks that line fairground midways were 
ani Om e€ j erected allup and down the city streets. Some thrived, A Westie 
OF gallery gota lot of play. The boys who were about to shoulder arms 
ae a lot of fun by way of preliminary training, 
i ome Not $00 successful shetland pony breeder from down around 
STANLEY. G. SMITH Bellrive, Barnhill or maybe Burntprairie owned the little one-ring © 
es that was set up on the Open space near the new parking lot on? 
: _ o alnut street. His show was almost a one-man operati i 
~-and one man, in his time, plays many daughter, who should have been in highschool, was one af the as 
was right, The old recollector can recall on} tractions.. She could "walk" a five-foot globe up the incline of a! 
as ticket=taker with a frowsy little dog and por teeter-totter, gether balance there and then trundle her way ASant 


here. Many others, then active in civic af!) then take a bow to ESAS PIAe 
; : of the m i 
more for the good of this community, ed goat could do as valk ace cultcren, “& tiine 


That was just before one of the several grouj] >). bossman of the outfit wore a clown suit and went thru exac- 


ue Wage see ie aad roword Walla ae the ait Toutine, night after night, As a public entertainer. 
: . le seemed to lack originality, but some seemed to think his an. 
: : ae Ss Rag eee tics were funny. And, the show took in its shate of the ttn Ay 
Bebeer cee Se ee MAR hor sbetate It may be due toa lack of what is called a sence of 1 dor, Sy ) 
5 8 ' even after forty someodd years, that would be clown's% “Slied” 
set'em down for Uncle Sam, Names of others jokes have not seeped thru, > , clown's § “Sled | 
2 . 7 . re Fo 
come up readily, soinebody came up mH ‘| But, somebody had to take the tickets, help shea ir the 
little street fair, a polite name for a carnival tape and figure out the split between the local treasur~ vad the 
Pe or soar" a blame ol ae sta eer touring outfit that should have been disbanded "for the Gutation, © 
nyway, the plan worked out rig “| a common ex i ‘ 
ie cE Mir noradsnounpeedte on fares pression then. ag Not all of us could Tate the cutch © 


had no county fair to draw the patronage t just what pro} : ; ; ‘ 
rides, and what had to pass for a band, hay Z project the community considered its crying need at that’ 


_people to make the thing pay off. parp Culat une eee meter of conjecture. It may have been 
And in those days. as many recall, publi sean eereDt toestablish the "White-Way" street lighting system 
tain govemmental agencies, took a dim\ Sais oie oe, : ee have been some worthy cause, -and | 
enterprises, There may have been as many as 40" oe ected for it, maybe not enough, : | 
in the little brass band that this outfit brou thar’ ec YS about to go to_war had a week of entertainment 
, Strange as it may seem today, doubtless gave them some 


were able-bodied men, They left, "Mack, happy memories when th ; 
-outfit from a little makeshift office about wh PPY when they needed cheering up. 


how stands, bemoaned their departure, but th > >} —____ i 
He kept up the ballyho, even when the band haa dwindled down to 
a one-armed man and about three women and girls. He promised 
a band concert every afternoon and evening as long as the band 
lasted. > 

Some brave soul had to ride the merry-go-round and take up 
tickest in spite of seasickness it developed. A wheezy little organ 
ie oa it ground out "Over the Waves" all week long, Got downright 
monotinous, And, there were’ other shows. One, near the Wainut- 
street corner, featured an alledgedly artistic dance. From ac- 
counts current then, the way that gal danced would not cause much 
wear on the shoesoles, but a girdle would not survive one perfor-] - 
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' Further onobtrusive appraisal of the unusual pair revealed that the _ 
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eas offering, or effusion, is unlike others that have gone before. 
lIt does not attempt to re-enact any episode that transpired here in 
by Sone days, It Will not tty to portray any local scene of long ago 
Nor to depict any local celebrity t. ak others may remember, 
This attempts to tell about a trig: \J incident that is hard to write 
about but just might havé a lit - ‘on in it, It was like this; 
Another observer of the passin, 1 directed the old tecollectors 
attention to a man who lgoked like he was well along in years, 
and with him, a lady who appeared to be much older, According 
to Luke, she would rate as one of "The World's Finest People. " 
True enough, the. scripture does not so adjudicate, but the sign 
above the door in Luke's Cafe thus designates his customers. She 


ta gee 


ah 


such. : OS ee ae ste : | 

"Do you suppose that could be that man's mother? " the other ob= 
Server queried. The answer that came up Was; "Could-right well be le? 
she looks like she may have made a million pies." she looked like 
she might like good pie--two pieces. The other coffee Nipper a>— 
greed, and added that when that old lady learned her wade she™ 
hadno modern mixes nor fancy automatic gadgets to her think= 
ing for her--that she had learned. the hard way. 


proud old gal seemed to be enjoying life immensely, What she had 
then consumed would concern only the girl who had to write the 
the ticket, but it had been an enjoyable experience, : : 
When the courteous old gentleman left the table to “decorate the 
mahogany" at the cash Tegister, the lady looked after him as fon- 
dly as she may have watched him wend his way to school for the 
first time. There was Something, well, just motherly, about her. 


Out of sheer curiosity or just plain nosieness, the gentleman was 
asked, politely, if his companion were actually his mother, He 
did not hesitate about asserting that she was indeed, and he went 
on from there: "You may not believe me, but she is 93-~-and, -if 
you turn her loose in her own little old fashioned kitchen, she can . 
still bake the prettiest, the tastiéSt--well--just the finest pies in. 
the whole wide world--bar none, " (If they handed out diplomas on 
one good guess, the title would be Physiognomist,) = Ae..| 

Itmay be just as well that neither Luke hor any of his staff heard 
that man take in so much territory about his mother's skill as a pie 
baker, After all, when was she ever featured in any nationally 
‘circulated magazine? 


a 


ee as ee ig edt 


home, éach year, because his mother liked to have him with her-= 

while she can, r : i 

These trips back from the coast, and pleasure trips all over South- | - 
em Illinois, escorting his mother, the man explained, took’a big | ° 
bite out of his annual income.. This, he added, was heattily te- 
sented by his wife. That sounded like a little in-law trouble. But, 
said he, as long as his mother was around, and enjoyed having him 
come see her, he would return each year, and would continue his 

nnual pilgrimages to Luke's and to other spots she liked, ; 

“n actuary might figure the man from California a good risk for 
life insurance because his mother has lived so long. He looked right 
well preserved. And, if one might be so presumptive as to Judge, 
he should stick around for quite 4 while, One would presume that 
he heeds the adminition that promises "that thy days may be lon g 


in the land of the living, " ra 
Mote power--and more pies to both of them, 


: PA ee i 1 ee. 


“column will just make its own 


e 


- : a 
would give out with the old familiar pieces; the kind band men call 
“out of the little black shoestring book,." Chances are that few if 
any had, or needed any book, and that some could not read music, 
But, when the leader called for Billboard, Showboy, or any of the 
standard works of one John Phillip Sousa, RB. Hall and otherszof 
that school, all could bear down on it lustily. : 
At the conclusion of the concert, the band did not march, it just 
. | drifted slowly back to the showgrounds. It tolled what Curtis liked 
» to honor outstanding figures in" call his "patronizers, " At the box office, the band put on an- 
hands. They may have some reas \r concert. Some had to take out to help get things going, but 
h pieces carried on to finish up the program, winding up in 
me, 


shumnously: theatrical authority, and some may prefer him, once said 
L M4 a ok ined manager; and play’s the thing. " William may have been a bit predud~ 
For the best “Rube ues a right guy, " top nowors hereby gon * playwright by trade. It is a safe bet that many can 
for just an all’round, enaiiacs Hlinois--the late George way George Curtis looked, as Toby, " and how he car~ 
of Du Quoin and all Souther! 2 nd the “curtain talks" he made, and do not trmember 
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Hollywood hands out "Oscars 
business, from stars to stage : 
for it, but thus far, the , old recollector has not been called upo.-; 


{ck the winner in any category. 
“The motion picture business can just go on about its busiriess, T 


to the pride : rs wee St 
Curtis, sg who Knows much more sbout {t ought to write a book nae were all about, Geerge, as "Toby, he tee 
Someone man = : pete : : : ; 
er doubtiess included many" shows like Curtis staged would have beets cbr 


about the life of George Curtis. His care 
there Would Las chapter init about robably _ unprofitable--without the intermissipn sales 

nisl that "The show has got to go ke _ prize in each and every box. " The real bank-night 
_ when Curtis-Shankland, soe Co, , toured this area, the Stoosey ant the grand prize of ten dollars, George woulasunislead 
low afforded space for pu L nday, 3 ade it clear that he could not put a "ten case note" 
the summer season when sthecteans 12ac- Sct ena id “Shucks, wouldn't have enough to go as fur out 
aggage car would AA as the show lot. Kimbitious, {rst pole. " Prizes were insignificant, and the candy 


his de-}S 


“a three-pole : the construction , yas a lot of fun. 
energetic kids would swarm hae to Ee and the boards g act, Curtis would come out in front of the cur- 
ration, They could cafry ttle talk, He would point out the situation in the 


that made the portable ampitheater, “the blues, “or "peanu 


de voae in and install the folding chairs. Then; "Bet you all think that drummer feller's goin' to 
en," and horse ge = 


's purty daughter, don’t ya?" "Hecke--he kaint do 


passes for the week. 3 Ment the lamps,, the e, -Aint it a shame the way we fool youns?" He 
Each. evening of the week, See a Ben re =f the play, "things is a heckuvamess, but we'll 

show band would appear up Vittle talk about the show, and tell S e out as near even as possible. " a 
; : full of confidence, and looked forward to a 


5 circle. George would make @ 
be back for bis annual appecte® -chosen field of operations, In his final, Sat- 
. nees, he would give more time to his little 
deep sincerity, his appreciation of the aud- 
." He always stated that he would not say 
g until next year, " 

ression of his confidence in the-future, he 
t the banner that was displayéd above the 
will see you again, ” 

t now available, somehow, many doubt- 


how glad he was to 


would give out with the old familiar pieces; the kind band men call 
“out of the little black shoestring book.." Chances are that few if 
any had, or needed any book, and that some could not read music, | 


{ Réndom™ Recollection 


| aa OF 19) L But, when the leader called for Billboard, Showboy, or any of the 
: g standard works of one John Phillip Sousa, RB. Hall and otherszof | Y 
i a ‘ ‘ that school, all could bear down on it lustily. : 
STANLEY G, SMITH S ‘At the conclusion of the concert, the band did not march, {t just 


; 


_ | drifted slowly back to the showgrounds, It tolled what Curtis liked 
nosears” to hoot outstanding figutet 12 to call his "patronizers." At the box office, the band put on an- 
ee stan to stage hands. They may have some other concert, Some had to take out to help get things going, but 
mete tae thus far, the old recollector has not been calledt enough pieces carried on to finish up the program, winding up in 
for it, ee triple-time, ; 
r to pick the winner in any category. wout iw busier? 
The motion picture business can just go Ate a a9 Another theatrical authority, and some may prefer him, once said 
: eoiumn wil) just make its own award, posthumous 'y: manage! that “The play's the thing, " William may have been a bit predud= 
> For the best "Rube" comedian; best stock cane hore 100d; He was a playwright by wade. It is a safe’bet that many can 
for just an sil’round, Ukeable right guy,” t¢P love late G wecall the way George Curtis looked, as “Toby, ” and how he car- 
to the pride of Du Quoin and all Southern lilinois : ried on, and the “curtain talks" he made, and do not remember 
Curtis, ; * = Giee apa tt ought to write i stat ae shows were 4ll about, Geerge, as “Toby, " om ad 
Someone who Knows Pie : 2 ; Te ‘: 
about the life of George Curtis. His career doubtless lacie The old tent shows like Curtis staged would have beef jiedm 
ups and downs, But, there Would be no chapter ‘1 " plete--and probably unprofitable--without the intermissijpn sales 
nisl that "The show has got to go on, of candy=="a prize in each and every box, " The real baghxenight 
when Curtis- Shankland, Stock Co,, toured oe at te feature was the grand prize of ten dollars, George wouldsnislead 
lots afforded space for public entertainment, It Rete Sui) Bobody. He made it clear that he could not put a "ten case note” 
the summer season when CSR oe Monday in every box--said "Shucks, wouldn't have enough to go as fur out 
e car would be set out on ; ae - ‘ = ad 
P aree-pole tent would blossom res ts oa on cons] tasteless, but it was a lot of fun. 
energetic kids would swarm Le vect thie besces & Before the closing act, Curtis would come out in front of the cur~ 
.—— qperation, They could catty Ane eee pines, * or “pean om to mike a little talk, He would point out the situation in the 
that made the portable See th ding chalt: Then; th Py in progress. “Bet you all think that drummer feller's goin’ to 
en," and horse in he insta ie marry that farmer's purty daughter, don't ya?” "Heck--he kaint de 
passes for the wee 3 ont the la that--she's my wife, -Aint it a shame the way we fool youns?" He 
| Fach. evening of the week, at siege a 2 tea would admit that, in the play, “things is a heckuvamess, but we'll 
show band would appear up ‘on the sq ik about the show, make everything come out as near even ‘as possible, ” 


2 circle. George ol ay Fa aan 1 appearance. 1 Curtis was always full of confidence, and looked forward to a 
how glad he was to be” —- 


———-—= = 


as to that there first pole. " Prizes were insignificant, and the candy 


glowing future in his chosen field of operations, In his final, Sat- 
= urday night performances, he would give more time to his little, 
f talk.:He expressed, in deep sincerity, his appreciation of the aud= 
‘ fences--his "patronizers." He always stated that. he would not sey 
‘ "goodbye, " just "Solong until next year. " 

s} And, as a further expression of his confidence in the future, be 
would proudly point out the banner that was displayéd above the 

rj stage, and read it; "We will see you again, " 
lel : With all the entertainment now available, somehow, many doubt- 

less wish he could, 


7 


[ 


, 


inst ered, he would have rated a cha| of fun--and the hungry were fed: And, in those days, a lot of kids 
And asi aiiea blind eee were hungry. No one was ever turned away. __ : = 
f. mit Aas: Sow, will find a few acoms, a little pamp| Mrs. “Proc,” like her artistic husband, fit right in the picture. 
| phe. 5 People I have Met," }| Whenthey had grown up, they never forgot how to play, They be- 
awatcr Se imited collection, Rom| 4 byentertaining kids just for the fun of making others happy. As 
ee he ous 1 association of puppett} they became more proficient, the hobby began to pay. A look at 


| 


f 


re arr 
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Some of'us "Knewhim when, “sOne who~at-times, stood inneed’ 
of technical assistance in the s =called) “art- work" of sundry forms 
of printed presentations, learned that it.was well to take the pro- 
blem up with "Proct "He was thenvasstruggling commercial artist 
connected with an engraving shop in Springfield HiscHe was stuck 
away ina backroom “studio, " butthere, he could interpret patrons" 
wants in artistry to enhance the printed word and photographic re- * 
productions, He right well knew his stuff. That was, well, thirty 
some-odd years ago, : =a 
When nototherwise engaged, "Proc" was always tinkering at little 
doll-like gadgets and trinkets. Then, it was just to entertain the © 
kids--his own and all comers. The Proctors' home was open house » 
for everybody. Kids flocked in for blocks around and had barrels, 


Only’a scattered few of 


the extremely fortunate " 

to whom these lines are exposed eee the one r 

_have been here only at rare intervals, and all too brief! 
undoubtedly, "Proc and Mrs, Proc” are “one for the book" : 

It is, axiomatical, (a ritzy “word, that, ) that everybody 

writing tacket plans to write a ‘book--some time--but few 
getaround to it, Anyone who stays around long enough and 

Tound a bit will encounter Jots of people wh q 2 


ber. Some are of unusual interest, ‘éven if they never do amou 


pict, A big thick book could be contrived about "The Unim 
nt Peoples I Have Met," When this man "Proc" as ever 
called him, was first encount : 


a 


theirlayoutnow, and a glance at their engagements, would reveal 
that it now pays off tight well, thank you. 

And, the big panel trailer with "Proctors’ Puppetts, " emblazoned 
on it, travels to just such sections of the country as "Proc" may 
prefer. Like the people in “You Can't Take It With You, " they. 
seem to do just what they right well please to do. St, Louis is one. 
of their favored ports of call. Newspaper accounts often relate how 
they voluntarily entertain at-various childrens" hospitals, and how. 
ie well they are received--the pay they treasure highest, : 
_— Proctor knows whatitis like to be laid up for repairs. When work-. 

ing late one night, backstage in Central highschool, Springfield, 
painting scenery, gratis, there was a gas-blast fire. "Proc" tried | 
toput it out, unaided, They carried him out, badly burned. Some > 
+| feared his hands would never regain theiijcunning, When he re= | 
,| covered, the gnarled and badly burned hands and arms looked like | 
he had been dyer of a million Easter eggs. But his uncanny skiil had 
not deserted him. The show kept right on going on. j 
,| What brought this up is that St, Louis papers carried a story, re~ 
cently, that, for the firsttime in eighteen years, "Proctors* Puppets” 
would not complete their classic six-weeks Christmas season en- 
-at Scruggs. “Proc” was hospitalized. a 
Now, with his importance, he probably would not tecall.a one- : 
time patron, associate and friend. But, if at large in the kitchen 
at Barnes hospital, when they senda tray up to old "Proc, “ I’d 
put TWO big, tall steaming hot mugs of strong black coffee on it. 
The girl at the urn-in Thompsons knew to do that, without instruc- 
tions, ss 
Or, is that the pot calling the kettle black? 


business, % no longer just another 
Time, Tops in his line, , : 


SS 
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body cares. It is recalled that 
around in a game called ~ 


te of the courtyard 
Stace "Currency" 
goes, Drie— 

of a smallpox 


It must have been around the turn of the century--give or take a 
few years, one way oF the other--that the county dismantled and 
removed the old iron fence that stood for years around the court- 

; house yard. Old : pictures show it in place: when it was not merely 
gmamental. When livestock ran at large, the courtyard needed 
that protection, And, stock buyers, at times, drove herds of cat- 
He thm the streets to load carlos at the stockpens, about where 
Twin-County Farm Supply holds forth, € 

Tradition has it. that in years long gone, stray sheep or hazle- 
splitter hogs that roamed the village streets might seek shelter in 
the hall of the court house, if someone left the doors open. County 
officials had to drive them out. 

There may have been some dissenters when removal of the fence 
was ordered, Some always object to changes. No one now would 
suggest replacement of the once-time-honored landmark, : 

At one stage in the development of the business section here, 
there were those who lacked enthusiasm for the idea of removing 
shade trees and the array of wooden porches that then lined the 
quiet streets, One residenter, perhaps expressing the sentiments of 
‘many, held that such changes might make the place look more 
Vike some. busy city, but that it still would not make this place} — 
Chicago; that it would still be Pinckneyville, But, the comforting |, 
thade and shelter of the more ot less unsightly sheds passed from |’ 
the peaceful scene, eg 

A little research into the matter of the courtyard fence, and when by As 
it was removed, has divulged a little yarn that may throw some So. 


. an epidemic de- 

36 or 97--when the 

old church house that 

j didn't call it an‘iso- 
at the southwest cor- 
zd--a word less familiar 
; out the same window-- 
i.’ zaths in passing, (jarful of 
, enough to wear aw sippled 


ration to the courtyard scene, 
a reason, some so-called civic 
7a fund-raising campaign, This 
; imported fund-raisers than it has 
SS They grow here. But, this expert 
S 
2a talk on “The City Beautiful", or 
The court room was packed, He got 
regan telling just what we ought to do, 


; space devoted to grass and shade trees 
fe; said it should be paved with concrete 


Lff of Perry county, was duly authorized to 


— Sanne tie oecciienteteeeeti a | 
feet Rte / as he right well saw fit, Quinn spoke right 
might add, emphatically. The only address 
ae, 5 comparable in emphasis arid in colorful ex- 
dug tation of one Hon. Cassius M. Jackson against, 
6.9 fof Kansas and Arkansas are spelled alike but not 


8.9 fme. Cassius had his way., 
8.9 / somewhat dormant now, and the trees bare and 
gad at this season, But, when Spring comes again, and 
/slay among the branches, they will bud forth again. 


5 
0G fe ; : ‘ 
/histake it for Times Square--still Pinckneyville--ane — 


— 


os Random 


light on the subject, in case anybody cares. It is recalled that 
when, atnight, kids chased.each other all around in a game called — 
"Go Sheep Go", someone slammed the north gate of the courtyar 

fence against the sore and swolen arm of one George "Currency", 
Driemeyer. At that particular time, or so the story goes, Drie= 
meyer's arm was right well festered up as. the result of asmallpox | 
vaccination, _ : ; ] 
Vaccinations then were administered only when an epidemic de- 
manded. Smallpox broke out strong about 1896 or 97--when the 


then Miss Georgie Wirts taught school in the old church house that 
stood on Douglas Street near Randolph, They didn't call it an iso- 
lation hospital, a pest house was established at the southwest cor- 
ner of that intersection, It was integrated--a word less familiar 
then, Ira Sledger and "Tiny" Hodge looked out the same window-- 
and second=graders would hold their breaths in passing, (arful of 
the dread disease. "Tiny" had it bad enough to wear ee 
ebony complection from then on, : , 
And, there was another proposed alteration to the courtyard scene. | 
It died at birth. For some unknown reason, some so-called civic, 
/Jeaders imported a specialist for a fund-raising campaign. This. 
community has no more need for imported fund-raisers than it has 
to bring in basketball coaches. They grow here. But, this expert 


It must have been around the tum of the century-: 
few years, one way or the other--that the county ¢ 
removed the old iron fence that stood for years arot 
house yard. Old : pictures show it in place. when it w 
_ gmamental. When: livestock ran at large, the cou 
that protection, And, stock buyers, at times, drove 
“the streets to load carlots at the stockpens 
: rm Supply holds forth, __ 

‘Tradition has it. that in years long gone, stray sh 
litter hogs that roamed. the village streets might s 
‘the hall of the court house, if someone left the doors 
officials had to drive them out, - : : 
‘There may have been some dissenters when remova 
was ordered, Some always object to changes. No o 
: suggest replacement of the once-time-honored land 
; At one stage in the development of the business 
: sé those who lacked enthusiasm for, the idez 
‘shade trees and the array of wooden porches that ¢ 
quiet streets, One residenter, perhaps expressing the 
. ‘many, held that Such changes might make the plad was here to do his stuff. 

Whe some busy city, but that it still would not mé One night, he had to make a talk on “The City Beautiful", or 


Chicago; that it Would still be Pinckneyville. But, tl some such hifaluting subject, The court room was packed, He got 

-——. ghade and shelter of the more or less unsightly shed| along well enough until he began telling just what we ought to do, | 
© the peaceful scene, = He considered waistful, the space devoted to grass and shade trees | 
4  _ A little research into the matter of the courtyard fen! all around the courthouse; said it should be paved with concrete 
it was removed, has divulged a little yarn that ma’ right up-to the courthouse walls, Imagine. 24 


Quinn Chariton, as sheriff of Perry county, was duly authorized to 
' maintain that property as he right well saw fit, Quinn spoke right 
| ‘out promptly and, one might add, emphatically, The only address 
that comes to mind as comparable in emphasis and in colorful ex- 
pressions is the oration of one Hon, Cassius M, Jackson against, 


Closing syllables of Kansas and ‘Arkansas are spelled alike but not 
pronounced the same. Cassius had his way., 7 
_ Grass may_ be somewhat dormant now, and the trees bare and 
-in the courtyard at this season, But, when Spring comes again, and 
soft zephyrs play among the branches, they will bud forth again. | 
‘No one will mistake it for Times Square--still Pinckneyville--an¢ — 
‘so may it ever be. — 3 See 5 7 
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It was only fotty. years ago-~1920--when The Advocate published 
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j a Perry County atlas, Thumbing thru its pages awakens recollec- 


tons. It provides a fund of information as to how things were then- 

not Now. : : 
} . Page'one presents 2 view of the printing plant as it was then. The 
location was the same but the interior, and the equipment, as well 
pas the, .ataff hgs changed. The.camera had been set up near the 
front door and aimed toward the northwest comer of the room, Four 
" members of the staff are scattered around about. One is, undoubt- 
} edly, the late "Walt" Simms, Others are, presumably, W.W., the 
boss himself, and Howard, "Doc", to ail of us then. The cut is 


wn, at Pinckneyville. The 
“ar touring car, It was the 
“4 backin a few simple, 

‘e of rain, The wheels 


i, ‘lle and Chicago 


‘t as the Eddie 


~Sewhat-indietincr._And, there is a-lady employee in the picture, \."the com- 
; co 98 decked out io a white shirtwaist and a long datkskirt: The ‘offered to 
big long: wi ee opt don't look like working togs for a compos- ‘et basis. 
tte, (thane was another name fore: “Grtie may have dolled up \ stand 
shit that day to bave her pleture taken, aments _ 
The array of open racks and type cases would indicate that the im, 


| paper was still in the handset era in 1920, Simms did pioneer with ‘ 
‘> an Inte type when many less progressive, or less prosperous shops 
, still did things the hard way. The “masthead” of the publication 
| proudly boasted that The Advocate was all home print, No."ready- L 
| iprints" or "patent insides” for Billy Simms--even if, at times, he o. 
| _ had to plate out a few columns here and there, 
|, Someone did a right good job of selling space in this publication. 
‘It looks like almostevery bank in the county helped Simms cover 
| ,costs: of putting out the book, There have been changes in the, 
banking business since that time. None of the bank ads say any 
thing about any Federal Deposit Insurance. One claimed that eve 
dollar was mads safe by American Guaranty Co, It offered f 
percent interest on deposits, It did, but it don't anymore. ~h 


| Murphy-Wall State Bank and Trust Co, , was good for a page. Ii’ 
_ is a well worded, dignified presentation of its service. It is a good 
bet that Charlie Bischof wrote it. Jos. Crawford and J, G. Taffee, 
_ then president and vice-president, are no longer with us. The roster 
also lists Chas, J. Bischof as cashier and C,H. Dinyelman as his 
assistant. The friendly, smiling faces of these two worthy citizens 
| appear at that {natitution now only when they right well want to 
visit it, They: know how to take it easy. 
|. The automobile business was not much of source of revenue for 
_ this publication forty years ago, One page was sold to the concer 
that made the 1920 model Grant--represented in Perry County by 


TS. ‘They called their 


ad to benefit from any free 

_uware store, The display men- 

_ prior to mural electrification, And, 

_ The kind he would have offered then 

sandriding a washboard but it would ‘be. far 

~~. would have had the’ kind that cleaned. the | 

ung suds repeatedly untilabout half a bar Sater e 
“e disolved, The hours of constant sloushing woul 

ae hard working women swinging a long ‘handle 4 

uk the wooden cradle~like outfit back and forth. 


Days?" 


_. Someone did a right good job of selling space in this p Plug 


_, thing about any Federal Deposit Insurance. One claimed| from automatic. He would have 
| dollar was made safe -by American Guaranty Co, Ito clotties.by sloushing suds r 


' members of the staff are scattered around about, One had wooden spokes. Right snazzy looking job. 


_ is a well worded, dignified presentation of its service, It 


_ then president and vice-president, are no longer with us. T = 
also lists Chas, J; Bischof as cashier and C,H. Dintelman as his 
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It was only fotty. years ago--1920--when The Advocate published | 
a Perry County atlas, Thumbing thru its pages awakens recollec- 

Hons, It provides a fund of information as to how things were then- 

Rot Dow, : 
. Page'one presenys @ view of the printing plant as it Wj, H. Meten, Du Quoin and Harry M, Dunn, at Pinckneyville. The 
location was the same but the interior, and the equipi display presents a picture of the four-door touring car, It was the 
‘as the, staff has changed. The camera had been se| kind that had a top that was supposed to fold backin a few simple, 
front door and afmed toward the northwest comer of tH] motions, and side curtains to button on in case of rain, The wheels 


edly, the late "Walt" I ; = 
ied himself, ms Ms oo a a eed The Illinois Sixth Vein Coal Co., of Pinckneyville and Chica zo 
~ S owhat-indistinet. And, there is a lady employee in| was good for a half-page display. Many will recall it as the Eddie 
io 98 decked out io a white shirtwaist and a long Gal Hartenfeldt outfit, "Servants to His Magesty, King Coal," the gu 
Sig long: 1.22 “¢7 don"t look like working togs fd pany called itself, Eddie was quite a promoter. They ar 2 
Wor, (thase was another name tor'v.ci Sortie may ha buy coal mines, lease them, or to run them on a contract ait 
whit that day to have her picture taken, About that time, the company had a lemonade and icecream stan 
The’ atray of open racks and type cases would indid atthe Fair. For all employees and their families, the refreshments 
paper was still in the handset era in 1920, Simms did 4 were on the house. Eddie wanted his employees to like him, 
an Inte type when many less progressive, or less prosj Another coal concernnow long gone was Ritchey Coal Co, , known 
still did things the hard way. The "masthead" of the! lateras No. 5Mine. W,S. Wilson, W. T. and S.S. (Tom and Sher- 
proudly boasted that The Advocate was all home print, | man) Ritchey were listed in their ad. as officers. They called their 
iprints" or "patent insides” for Billy Simms--even if, a product “Beaucoup Coal, 


had to plate out a few columns here and ther Another advertiser now no longer around to benefit from any free 
sf herein was P. H. Walker's hardware store. The display men- 


‘It looks like almost‘every bank in the county helped Si tions lanterns, more in demand prior to rural electrification, And, 


costs of putting out the book. There have been cha: itfeatured washing machines. The kind he would have offered then 


banking business since that-time, None of the bank ac would beat the task of handriding a washboard but it would be far” 
had the kind that cleaned. the 


: epeatedly until‘about half a bar of-home~* 
percent interest on-deposits, It did, but it don't anymore made soap would be disolved, The hours of constant sloushing you j 
Murphy-Wall Sta’ ‘be powered by some hard working women swinging a long han le | 

he eee oe back and forth to rock the wooden cradle~like, outfit back and forth, 


The "Good Old Days?" 


" 


bet that Charlie Bischof wrote it. Jos, Crawford and J, G, 


assistant. The friendly, smiling faces of these two worthy citizens 
appear at that {natitution now only when they right well want to} - 
visit it, They: know how to take it easy. _ i 


The automobile business was not much of source of revenue for ( 


_ 


_— 


ieee 


+ 


é STANLEY G. 


Random Recollee 


OF 


SMITH 


‘out way back in 1920, itseems in order to ponder over the names 
‘of streams that meander thru this area. 
By way of size, it would be in order to start with Little Muddy 
i Id 
River, boundry line between this county and Franklin. One wou 
‘presume it got the name of muddy because it was. One of its tri- 
‘butaries drew the unusual name of Blacksop--whereby "Scatterin's 
of the Blacksop" designates an area around about Old DuQuoin, Hog 
Greek empties into Little Muddy a little farther upstream. Why 
Hog? Maybe it started out in life as Hoge, after a family name of 
prominence? in the Sunfield sector; o did they come soon enough 
for that? 
"Little Muddy” River sprangles up northwesterly into Washington 
| county. The map maker failed to name some of the little branches: 
thatempty into it, but, evenso, ‘there is a river within the county, 
it is not much of a river, but, over in Randolph County, there are 
i lot of bridges over little streams called Mary's River. When is a 
tiver just a creek, or a creek only a branch? 

The stream that splits the county near the middle, from Washing- 
ton to Jackson county, is the justly celebrated Beaucoup Creek, 
Those who drink therefrom retum for more. Some French expor- 
ér must have discovered it in a highwater season, and figured it 


| With, an assist from the Perry county atlas that the Advocate put 
£ 


1 was sufficient, plenty, enough, or whatever beaucoup is supposed 


- 


to “mean. There are those who pronounce that name Beau--co, as 
in Little Bo Peep. They do not belong hereabouts.. The right way 
is BUCK=-like a he deer, or what a bad broncho does. 

And, the same misguided individual who would thus desecrate 
the name of that worthy stream might go wrong on pronouncing 
the Mame of @ stream that empties into it just north of Pinckney= 
ville, The map calls it O'Possum Branch, He who so pronounces it 
can buy his own coffee. 

Maps may show "Muddy" rivers, big and little, in other areas, 
It could be that others, elsewhere, drew the name Beauc 4 


Those French explorers got around, But this section, in fairground: 
parlance, “has the X on" one geographic name, Galum, 
Somebody came up with an explanation of that name's peculiar 
origin, And, there is, alledgedly, some-supporting evidence. That 
yam, as itis recalled, is that some pioneer tried to make a map 


of the area that creek and its tributaries drain, Someone who had 
been along before him had named the stream Columbus--after 
that old sailor who.got the queen to hock her wristwatch to stale 
him, This would-be map-maker spelled words like they sounG & 
And, with a trace of his native tongue remaining, Columbus be= 
came Galumbus--and he ran out of paper before he Bot it all set |} 
down, ; 

Well, there had to be some reason for it, 

There are many little branches that have names that may have 
been giveh to them for some good reason. A tributary of Galum 
that meanders southward six or seven miles is labeled Bonny Creek 
at a highway bridge. Some scottsman must have liked it. 

Reece's Creek, Swanwick Creek, Craig Branch and sundry others,’ 
scattered around, doubtless drew their names from those of early” 
settlers. How some got such names as Pipestone, Rattlesnake, 
White Walnut, Blacksop and "The Slash, " perhaps nobody now 
would know, : 

Then, there is a legend about the stream we know as Panther 
Creek, Some may know nothing of the creek, but associate its 
name with this community, and for a few good reasons. 

A pioneer name of Painter was first given to this Beaucoup tribu- 
tary,-or so the story goes. Panthers, in the back-woodsy parlance 
of the old pioneers, were called "Painters, " Thereby the old set- _ 
ters assocaited the name of the small but mighty stream with that | 
of the agile cat they called the panther only when they put on airs. | 
So, as-a mark of refinement, the good name of Painter had to bow | 
out of the picture in such respect for the name Panther, Many still 
do. z — 
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The now long defunct Mur hysboro Independent, and its able 
editor, now retired, Fred Rolin, plus the late Senator Harry 
Wilson, aré entitled to such commendation as this offering may 
eam. 

_ A yellowed clipping, herewith offered, tells the entire story to 
many of the older generation, They knew Adam Owen, probably 
known-to them only as Adam, the last of that extinct species, The 
Hotel Runner, 


Read this, then more about Adam; 
HONORS ADAM OWEN WITH PASS TO PERRY CO, FAIR 


Adam™ Qwen, veteran” porter at the Logan House,» known to two! 


“command of Adam. Ona good day, the wagon would be loaded 


i 


* generations of the traveling public, is in receipt of a complimen-. 


tary ticket to the Perry County Fair and the following fine letter 

from the Secretary, Harry Wilson: 
Pinckneyville, Ill., Sept. 26, 1922 

Mr. Adam Owens, 

Murphysboro, iil, , 

Dear Sir: 

It is the custom.of the Great Perry County Fair to admit ffee all 
persons 70 years of age and over. 

One of the principal objects of this Fair is to encourage the breed- 
ing and perfection of man's best and noblest friend, the horse. You: 
were born a slave and grew to the age of manhood before the 
shackles were struck off by the immortal Lincoln, You learned to 
love a horse, and have a record for faithful service in caring fér 
many years of which you may well be proud. You have associated 
with what in their days were Kings and Queens of the Turf. Nature 
smiled and opened a generous hand when she gave to man the 
horse, and it is largely due to such men as you that the breed was 
steadily improved. 


In order that you may enjoy the associations with the horses and 
the horse-lovers at our Fair, and favor the younger men with stories 
of your long and honorable experience, we take pent t in hand- 
= a Jog he a porapl enter ticket. Ses 
gar very — 
Harry /wilson 

Sec, Perry County Fair 


bs 


Early in this century, when salesmen traveled on passenger trains 
and filled hotels to over-flowing, Adam Owen was a right well 
known personality, Passengers arriving at either the Illinois Central 
or the then Mobile & Ohio, (The Molly, ) depot in Murphysboro, 


. have done otherwise. 


“Much as $32, 000. 
“workers of both ‘parties did 


Pe near the coureousleolored cipmitary. 
always wore 2 usiform--blue serge with brass buttons--and 
©2p om which 2 shimy brass insignia identified him as the porte 
the Logan House. And Adam was justly proud of his connection 
with the Logan family. 

A big flatbed dray wagon was-backed up near the depot at the 


* 


down to its physical capacity with the sample trunks and cases and 
the personal luggage of the scores of salesmen, commonly called 
drummers. 

The brick paved CEpemce from Walnut Street that. now ends at 
"The Commander Room, ” was a driveway in the days of old. The 
dray load of baggage paved there, and Adam could sort out all the 
pieces unerringly. * 

As the old clipping implies, Adam could right (eill entertain a 


hotel lobby fuil of trayelers with his many stories of his long and 
checkered career. He seldom spoke of his acquaintance with the 
_ illustrious Gen, John_A, Logan, who but for the quirks of politics 
oa have been Vice President, and, pesthaps President, His i 

s "Mistah Tom, * Tom Logan's name in history books will be 
found only in the ones they wrote about horse racing, but it stands 
out in the old records of that nature. 

Old Adam's day around the racetracks was much too far back for 
any of us who are around today, But, with the interested audience 
he always had, Adam could talk a splendid trotting race. Z 
~One of his favorite yams related how "Mistah Tom" left him in 
charge of the Logan string of trotters at Paducah--told him to re- 
frain from starting in one important race if a certain other trotter 
was entered, You. guessed it --- somebody talked him into starting 
anyway, and he “win” in straight. heats, Now if Adam could have 
told it, you would see the field thundering down the stretch, hear 
the music of the drumming hooves, and smell the witchhazel, 


ee 


Ketchel"s, the hot leather, and Adam. Few can write like he 
could talk, ; 
May have been used to the “Annie Oakley” that the clipping | © 
tells about, but one Friday --- Free-for-all-day --- at "The Great 


and Only, "a racing fan from Murphysboro alighted from the after- 
Noon train and figured that, with luck, the only taxi couid get him 
to the grounds before the race. He saw Adam alight from the same 
train, look wistfully at the cab, and start the long walk to the 
fairgrounds, 

The lone passenger had the saver overtake old Adam and let him 
ride along. The passengers’ complexions did not match, but, 


underneath, they were brothers in the great fraternity of hoss lovers. 


eer z S| 
“They saw the race --- and enjoyed it. That was Pinckieyville == cee, 
not Little Rock, - - 


high-lights, darkness, losses and 
gains, the summary of another 
year; Lots of work is evident of 
yours; the selling was a big job, 
well done, Close to 80 patrons 
were induced to come across with 
what it takes to buy shoes and 
pork chops, and I hope they think 
they got their money's worth and 
continue your support. - 


LETTER TO EDITOR: 


co 


Dear Bob; 

You did a splendid job editing 
and passing to your 7, 000 readers 
my impressions of the Electors of 
two parties voting for president 
and vice-president, This was 
written without any thought of 
publicity, but I am glad you and 
Stanley gave it to the public. 
The affair was a "much ado about 
nothing" but neither party could 


As to the typography am not a 
qualified judge. As to the baby's 
picture in colors; -the old 
story of backwoodsman that had 
never seen a Giraffe. On seeing 
one, hesaid, "There ain't no sich 
animal." I, ignorant as I am of 
printer's art, say “There ain't no 
country print shop that can-do 
that.” But, you did 


About the re-count, the sur- 
prising thing is that while when 
first proposed it was said the cost 
would be enormous--some said as 
Volunte id. 

gratulations to o the Stantons, 
and ali the force. 
- 1 see much of the history made 
here from the side-lines=a lot of 
itbefore itis made, and find life 
interesting: Hesitate often to tell 
folks backhome of unusual things 
as want to keep whatever repu- 
tation I have as teller of the 


truth. 


job, at -Total cost of very few 
4ollars, But some of the counters 
probably as well qualified as I 
would be to run_-your linotypes. 
The 24 page December edition 
of your paper merits a letter of 
praise I am unable to write. Ex- 
cellent was your writing of the 


y 


= 2 Se 
side--the last, near the foot of “Bartle Hill," was known as the 
“Willer Hotel, “ for some vague reason. : wa 
The east side area, now all built up with modern fiomes, ewith 
| Rosedale spreading southward, was much different them, What-was 
pasturé dand is now what John D, Dunn would call “The tubber- 
tired district, where the horses eat cormflakes. " 

The road wavered off south of the present highway about where 
the gas line gadgets are installed. The big "Iron Bridge™ was then ( 
an awe inspiring structure for youngsters to explore. Crossed braces, 
between the deck and the high arched superstructure, clanked, one 
against another from the vibration of the traffic. To some, it was 

é omnious, foreboding sound. Some contended that it foretold 
ie collapse of the big bridge. But, it served out its long life span. ~ J 
- Sa : ; 


‘Beyond the big bridge, there were two others--long frame struc- 
Wares, toycarry the traffic up out of creek bottom mud and back~ 
water. Gf these, the longer, farther east, if memory serves cor 
reetly, had an extension on the north side. “That was so, if two 
drivers: met amid-bridge, one could turn out to let the other pass. 
‘Teams atid’ wagons clattering over these long bridges made a lot 
fof racket. They could he heard clear up around Breese Lake, of 
downstream to Kaiser's footbridge. 
There were other memorable spots along the route. "Gypsy Hill," 
——«piittiey _ called one--a short sharp incline at the east edge of Panther 
reek bottoms, Pretty place, but a hard pull going up. On the 
downgrade, the horses looked like they were sitting on the breech- 
ing, shafts angled upward, and one might dread a broken ho'back 
strap. Scarey. 3 = 
Then, there was the Ward place--scheduled stop to water horses. 
Like many, the old homestead had the usual two-story white house’ 
cn one side of the road and a big barn on the other. The well-and_| 
water trough were at the side of the road where weary travelers 
might find rest and refreshment, It took a little time and effort to 
: i manipulate the well rope and hoist an adequate supply of clear? | J 
cold water, but it was well worth it. A tired horse, with his check 
rein unhooked, would bow in gratitude, and nuzzle into the trough | i 
for relief from the heat, He might express his appreciation by 
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| Now, if any uninformed traveler asked about the way to travel 
from Pinckneyville to Du Quoin, and about how far it was, he 
|would léam that he could go eastward to Sunfield Wye, then south 


i 51, or southward to the Pyatt wye, thence eastward; about a 
fifteciiminute drive. 
Time was when directions would have been much different. Unless 
Beatieoup creek was up too high, and by way of variety, the trip 
, migtit: start thru "Oklahoma, " down a long clay hill, across the 
| bottor to ‘cross the creek at "Yaller Banks, " Nobody would pro- 
| nounce 4 yellow. Or, farther south, the crossing could be made 
| by -turnitig off past Timpner's at Woodside's Ford, the celebrated 
ic-lanea,; terminus of many hayrides. Or, the old East Four 
; {over Ozburn hill, then east, would get you there. 

| When most? folks made a trip like that, on business, 

just forthe buggy tide, that was something worth talking about. 
The time-honored, direct route, was called the Du Quoin road. 
It took abut an hour for the average outfit to make the trip, There 
always were reports of much better records made by faster horses 
or more “ruthless drivers. Horsemen, like fishermen and hunters, 

could demonstrate a little elasticity. 


to visit, or. 


sloushing his slobbery mug against the sleeve of your nice new 
Sunday suit. vo 


Then, after a long stretch eastward, there was the old slack road j 


on southward, past the salt works, That was something-~first and 
only all-weather road that’ many of us ever saw. Thete were no 
ruts or mudholes in it. Dust was never very deep. Good place fipr 
impromptu races. That was all to the good except for one little 
drawback, Any driying horse that had not been around eg 
sure to shy a bit at the sale works. -Clouds of steam from te b g 
vats where salt water was boiled down would blow across the toad. 
That was terrifying. At night, the glare of furnace fires, stoked 
the hard way, added agony. It took a bit or horsemanship to get 
some frantic nags to pass beneath the tramway for transporting coal 
from the mine east of the road and railroad tracks, = 
Many doubtless« had good reason to regret the passing of the salt 
industry, bot it ended.a-traffic hazard. Many adversities have-re= 


deeming features, : sek 


Starting eastwards from the public square, the traveler was soon] - al 
olit of town, On the north side of Eust Water street) there wee two) 
Houses east of the Ford garage comer--Billy Williams* hemieiand) 
i the Bommerscheim residence. There were only afew on the south | 
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When the earliest of the pioneers pronounced this favored spot 
their journeys’ end, this old "recollector" did not peek out thru the 
curtains to. watch them unload their furniture. There are no Motion 
picture films nor tape recordings to reveal just what they cherished 
most among their meager possessions, . 

From their saddle bags and covered wagons, along with such es- 
sentia ls as shooting irons and frying pans, they must have brought 
along their Bibles. ‘Such information as is Now available indicates 
that early settlers united for Teligious services-in their humble 
homes, From this commendable custom, the first church organi- 
zations developed and the first “meeting houses" hereabouts were 
soon erected, - 

One with great ability-and*morediligence; and there are so many 
of them--might trace the origin and detail the history of the var- 
ious religious bodies that have functioned here. Research might 
reveal some facts about all the churches that have been erected in 
this community, with names and dates and the exact locations. 
One might come up with some construction contract costs and ap- 
proximate the funds involved, 

Whatever amount of cash has been invested, plus other sacrifices 

= made, the total cost involved could never be compared to the in- 
tangible dividends derived. They are not expressed in figures with 
a dollar sign. - : 

The city. now can point with pride to nine churches of seven 
Christian denominations, It is improbable that there have been 
More, at any time, All of them have been constructed since this 
observer of the local scene merited his papeis as a sidewalk super- 
intendent, None qualify as ancient landmarks, but some of the 
congregations today are several generations removed from the 
"founding fathers, " = 

How many churches there may have been in years long past that 
now have ceased to function would call for some extensive re- 
search, They ‘also played their parts in the religious life of this} 
community, They left their imprint on the population. Their in- 
fluence is a part of the rich heritage that we énjoy today, 
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It would call for some intensive research, but it might be reward- 
ing, to find out about the United Presbyterian church that stood on 
Walnut street, where the Doerr and Son establishment now stands, 
The Hopewell church, also extinct, had celebrated its centennial 
before disbanding, if memory serves correctly--and the one that 
functioned on Walnut street helped in its institution, It must have 
‘been among the first to function here, 2 

From stories that come down to us by word-of-mouth, the most 


extensive and impressive funeral in the lhistory of this community 

was conducted in that house of worship, On May 380, every year, 

many may be reminded of it, About thirty government issue tomb- 

ee Stones, aligned-iu one long row, mark the common grave of as 

_— fmahy~local victims of one fateful engagement in the war between 
the states, — a 

The late Henry Schaub has related that, as a small-boy , he view- 

ed the remains of-soldiers, returned from the conflict; when they 
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Christian denominations. It is improbable that there have be 
more, at any time. All of them have been constructed since this 
observer of the local scene merited his papers as a sidewalk super- 
intendent. None qualify as ancient landmarks, but some of the 
congregations today are several generations removed from the 
"founding fathers, " 
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a “fianylocal victims of one fateful engagement in the war between 
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r= : The late Henry Schaub has related that, as a small Boy, he view- 
vi ed the remains of-soldiers, returned from the conflict, when they 
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From information that others have recorded, it is apparen 
the First Methodist Church of Pinckneyville has Sed sees 
than any of the other local congregations, Like most all institu- 
: tions, it has undergone some changes in its longer career, Not 
many years ago, it was known as the Methodist-Episcopal Church- 
M. E. Church, for short--and that saved a lot of ink, 

Tradition has it that some of the more pious pioneers of Pinck- 
neyville began to conduct devotions in the home of Humphrey B, 
Jones, Just, when these "cottage prayermeetings: began is not en- 

tirely clear, It has been set down, that as early as in 1837, the| 
religious body was organized by one Rev. James Dickens, pre- 
sumably a circuit rider. Dickens--heckuva name for a preacher. 


Pn : Il 


Presumably, the congregation flourished and outgrew the ac-" 
‘comodations of the Jones residence--probably the most commod- 
ious in the community, After all, Humphrey B, was doctor-lawyer 
postmaster and just about the whole courthouse. staff of the county 
he had helped create. At any rate, the story is that meetings were 
held in the courthouse until 1857. Then the first house of worhsip. 
for that congregation was erected. Ne y 

That building served until 1882, when it was replaced by one 
that was on the scene long enough for many of us to remember it. 
It occupied a part of the area at the northeast corner of Mill and 
South streets that the present house of worship covers. 

There may be some pictures of that old building still around. At 
one, time, a mineature scale model of it was displayed at the 
Roe and Wallace diugstore. Dr, Thomas Hamilton Roe, (Ham Roe 
to some of us,-) created it. He would. His talents in creative act- 
ivities were highly diversified--like those of his nephew, Chas. B. 

The church house that the congregation built back in"1882 was, 
no doubt, an impressive edifice in its day and time. It was de- 
signed along simple linés--an oblong structure with a tall spire © 
above the double doors that opened on the south. The sexton stok- 
ed a big coal stove, but then there was no plumbing to freeze. 
| Electricity was unavailable during the last years it served, 

The bell thatserves in the more modern structure now was mount- 
ed in the steeple then--but'not in the same manner. When most 
church bells ring, the clappers strike deliberately, methodically, : 
in a uniformly measured beat, They ring "Ding Dong, " as the 
old lighthouse song expresses it. Not so with the M. E. Church 

bell as it was then, The rigging must have been geared so that 
the sexton, pulling the rope, caused the bell to turn one comp- 
| lete somersalut with each downward tug on the bell rope. One 
who is musically literate might set down it joyful foundelay as 
two whole notes followed by three quarter-notes--rest and repeat, 
iB ‘continuously, ™ Bs 

That somewhat syncopated sound, some said, rang out a combin=— 
ed invitation and request, Words set to the music were: "Gome=== |. 
And--bring-a-dime, “and repeat, continuously. Then a dime was 
not to be surprised, 1t would buy the preacher a pair of socks. It 
was worth two loaves of bread from Buettner's or the milk man 
would ladle out two quarts of milk to get it. = Ev 


cy 


ong and hard 


peatedly 


"modern" than some, in its facili- 
But, in comparison with its worthy pred- 


it reveals a vast improvement over the best there was 


back in the so-called “Good old days. " 
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, Managed to get along with- 
. When the Ladies Aid Society 


occasional] 


y, in the Kunze Opera House, 


use along, Booths erected along 


the walls provided places to-display and vend all manner of fan 


work that the good sisters of the church had labored 


and skillfully to create. 


tion baskets. Wagner's band might 


strawberry festivals and ice cream sociables, 


-basment for social events 


conducted its bazaars, 
in summer, 


ok 


_The present structure--vintage of 1907--and since re 
improved--may be a bit less 
ties and appearance. 


The M. E. Church then, like others 
ecessors, 


Or, 


held in the courthouse yard, served to supplement the funds that 


found their way into the collec 


furnish entertainment. 


They worked hard to help the ca 
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~ "The- mists of antiquity" are ‘hard to penetrate, Glimpses thru 
them may be somewhat distorted, Blending written history with 


The First Baptist Church of Pinckneyville, because of its antiq= 

ase uity, among other attributes, is a noteworthy element of this com= 
munity, Well worthy of reproduction, an outline of the origin of 

, that congregation is still on file. This bit of history identifies its 

pa “=. writer as W.S.D. Smith, That, in My book, means “You can kiss 


je, ~ compound of fact and fiction, 


are 


- Malone--one o! 


And, doubtless more important to h 
ter, Laura Go don--and "walked her home." 


And, as the stor 


rea the book on it, " So--quote: 
Ss "The first person of the Baptist faith to take up her abode in 
7 Pinckneyville was the wife of Jas, E, Gordon of Kentucky--the. 
family locating here in 1846, though her first visit to this place 
was made when she was a girl of twelve, riding behind h 
5 on a horse (in 1830) to visit his son, Humphrey B, Jones, 1 
=e der of Pinckneyville and our county organization, (eae 
"In 1854, with the coming of the Gruner family, came Chas. | 
Song--a sturdy German--a Baptist deacon, In 1858, by the assist- 
ance of Elders Peter Hagler and Hamilton Sampson, of DuQuoin, 
Chas, Song, Mrs. Gordon,..Geo, ‘Baxter, Thos. Thompson, m. 
Davis and wife (Sarah), Mrs. Sarah Davis and'James 
stituted a Baptist church, taking the’ : 
., Church, " but the organization did not 


— — 
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"Three ‘of these Baptists, however, Glas, Song, Mr Malone 
(formerly Gordon) and Jas, F. Mason, with Dr, A.B, Hoga d and 
| Ellen, his wife, RM. Davis and Catherine O., his wife, Mrs. 
“Louise Denny and Parthenia Church were duly organized on July 
30, 1865,.taking the doctrinal known as “The New Hampshire. 
Confession," This was at a meeting held in the "Old Hall" near 
' the site of the water tower, P. W. Jones and J, G.. Rutter were the 
presbytery, and the former was chosen pastor with R, M. Davis as. 
clerk, " 
| “From the quote, that's all there is--there isn't any more, 
Now, ‘to elucidate a little; This Mrs. Jas. E. Gordon, who later 
| became Mrs, (Patrick) Malone-- one of the three who tried and 
failed but tried again to found a Baptist church, has great-great-_ 
grand-children scattered all around today. Frank Woosley's chil- 
dren are among them. So are the youngsters that call this writer 
Grandpa, Hips 
From the unrecorded history of this religious institution that has 
endured so long, it may be well to put in print this word-of-mouth 
teport; : 2 
When W. S. D, Smith was first appointed deputy clerk, he saddled 
up histhorse and came to Pinckneyville to stay. The Gosney House 
became his temporary home, It stood where the B, & G. Furniture 
fe Now operates. On his first night in his new surroundings, he 
rd. the bell on what his sketch calls the "Old Hall." We knew 
years later, as "Temperance Hall," eee 
cing d that a 
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Any properly conducted sight-seeing tour of Pinckneyville would 
include a stop where St. Louis and Mill streets intersect. The 
moder edifice at that comer, the First Baptist Church of Pinck= 
neyville, would'teflect credit upon any comparable community. 

That statement would have been authentic almost a century ago. 
Asmall, rectangular red brick structure was erected at that 
comer farther back in history than any now around recall, A tour 
conductor then might well have pulled up on the reins and waved 
his "buggywhip to point out.the splendid features of that house of 
worship. He may have indicated the substantial sandstone founda= 
tion and the broad steps at the entrance, alquarried locally. 

He may have told, too, how the demand upon the Pat Malone 
brickyard had exhausted the inventory; that some of the bricks had 
been loaded direct from the kiln, so hot they scorched the wagon 
bed while enroute across town from the "Bullwinkle" plant--a 
noteworthy local industry now long since defunct. 3 : 
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The tall and narrow high arched windows, with frosted glass, otuert rae 
crosshatched diagonally, may have been a detaul of especial in- egeg8 89 Ey a3 4 
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‘terest--and a contributing factor to the cost that must have been 8 2 ‘a © Dow g SB 
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structed, The original rectangle became an L-shaped structure. 8 . Bess BER =| 
At the back of the added “lecture room, " sliding doors closed off Sas ey g 243 2% 98 
a space for the Sunday School's primary classes. There, patient 8 an 8 a 
teachers attempted to train restless youngsters in the ways that i Bo 8 88 go% 
they should go, Lesson helps, then available, financed from col- es =e a 2 SBS g 
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stealing chickens from the roost. 

"Doc" could ease a scuttleful-of coal into the stove, when need- 
ed, without creating any more commotion than a peglegged-tin 
peddler on a sheet iron roof, And, when the makeshift mantle 
lamp system had to do after the power plant burned down, he could 
stumble up the creaking stairway to the little gallery and work the 
wheezing hand pump to restore air pressure in the tank, quietly-- 
like a circus donkey in a tin stall. ; 
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stealing chickens from the roost. 

"Doc" could ease a scuttleful of coal into the stove, when need- 
ed, without creating any more commotion than a peglegged tin 
peddler on a sheet iron roof, And, when the makeshift mantle |, 
lamp system had to do after the power plant burned down, he could 
stumble up the creaking stairway to the little gallery and work the | ° 
wheezing hand pump to restore air pressure in the tank, quietly-- 
like a circus donkey in a tin stall. 
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Even the names of religious’institutions undergsalterations with 
the changing times, Now, it is "St. Paul's United Chtxch of Christ" 
that owns that block in "Bullwinkle" bounded by Jackson, Gordon, 
Laurel and Sullivan streets. 2 

This organization is new only in its present name, Soon it will be 
entitled to observe its "Centennial, " It can trace its ancestry back 
to 1870, Records indicate that twenty families founded the church. 
A roster of the charter members, if available, would doubtless list 

“German settlers who, with their progeny, have played important 
parts in local progress, 

This church has also been known as St, Paul's Lutheran-Evangel- 
ical, as "Evangelical", and as "Evangelical and Reformed". The 

Z ‘German language, presumably used exclusively in the beginning, 
gave way, part-time to English, Then, about the time one Kaiser 
Wilhelm grew in disrepute, the use of German in the services was 
abruptly discontinued, [ 

Old timers will recall that, until in recent years, the church 
property included only the south half the block mentioned hereto~ 
fore. The Moeckle home and that of “Tobacco Pete” Miller stood 
for many years on Laurel street, facing the Catholic rectory. This 
historic congregation looks forward toward increased expansion. 

At the Jackson-Gordon comer, a small, rectangular brick strict- 
ure served this congregation prior to 1911. Just east of it, there was 
a modest building to house a parochial school, Beyond, right at 
the Sullivan street corner, the. parsonage stood for years, Its front 
porch was just back of a white picket fence--and Rey, Buschmann, 
portly as he was, would sit serenely on that porch, encased in his 
long black ministerial coat, no matter how warm the weather. 

.._.—Long before the then Evangelical and Reformed church acquired 
the old fire bell, it had two bells in the bellfry. About sundown,. 

i Saturdays, they chimed out in an impzessive noundelay, announc- 

ing the coming Sabbath--a reminder to barefoot boys that, come 
morning, blue denim overalls would give way to scratchy knee- 


—— 


length pants, and that heavy ribbed black stockings, held up by 
tight elastic garters, had to be endured, ; + 

“The Feast of Pentecost,"as the then predominently German con- 
gregation observed it, was an ennual event of importance for many * 
years, It must have been a lot of work, The faithful of that con- ° 
gregation provided all comers with a feast--for a consideration. 
The present parsonage, new and strictly modern, half a century 
ago, was, reportedly, financed by the efforts of the women. 

A Sunday School procession, from the church to the fairgrounds, 
was featuré of the festivities. Each pupil, marching proudly thru 
the streets, clutched a treasured ticket in his sweaty hands, That 
entitled the bearer to a dish of ice cream upon arrival atthe | 
grounds--heimgemacht ice cream, yet, with an abundance of eggs 
and real cream in it--not cornstarch, ; 

But, the food put out in the long, latticed-sided dining hall, on 
the fairground, that was something. Irvin S. Cobb would have his 
“Florian Slappley” rant. about "noble eatments. " Maybe that ex-- | 
presses it, In/the kitchen improvised at the tear of the long, low 
building, goodlsisters of the church, would stoke a battery of wood- 
fired kitchen ranges. Country smoked ham, dressing, and all the 

suimmungs were | srovided lavishly, And, in case the youn waitres= 
gems! ses could not rig around fast ereigh to serve all Ae eromntys 
it was perfectly inorder to "make a long arm." Emily Post was not 
around, Lard cans and copper washboilers, with freshly ground } 
"Arbuckles, " "Lion's Head" or "Four-X" coffee in cotton bags, 
yielded countless cups of coffee with authority. | 

Some may look back upon this annual festivity as the event for 
which one honored lad was chosen to carry the flag at the head of 
the profession, The grand marshall for the "Tournament of Roses, " 
or the presidential inaugural parade enjoy no greater recognition=- 
leading the greatest procession he ever knew about. 

Some will recall how, as members of Wagner's justly celebrated 
band, they took part in the festivities--and rated the best that the 
good sisters of thé church could set before them. Some may rehash 
the thrilling baseball games that took place after dinner. Varfous 
features had their own appeal. See 

It is by no means “hearsay, " Not supposition, that this event pro- 
duced conclusive evidence that the good sisters of that church were 
tight well entitled to their papers as culinary experts--and that 
they knew how to pass their skill along to succeeding generations. 
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“J, is much too Jate now to do anything about, it but Pinckney- 
has passed up an opportunity to ¢ other “Centennial. ” 
The one put on for Perry County Fair was a “humdinger. " Some 
one should have come ‘up with the idea the incorporation of this 
community as 4 village deserved commemoration. It looks like 
no one thought about it, of knew W 
It was March 26, in 1857, (it says here, ) that th 
organized a8 the Village of Pinckneyville, It is all true enough 
that the county and the county seat were formed in 1827, an 
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of the line hereabouts--some six generations back, Wm. 
whoever -he was, acted as clerk. Big job, that--thirty-one yotes 


j to tally. 
? Anyway, the first board of trustees is listed as John Baird, J. L. 
Mann, S. M. Carter, Philip Gruner and A, D, Gosney. Which 
one presided is not recorded. Of this, the original “city hall 
crowd, " This "recollector" got around enough=-orsaon enough--to 
First, that is. Many of 
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istic, until it seeped thru this — 
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Following Mead's first administration--1895-1901--came H, R. 
Schulze--1901-1903, It would take a lot of space to even mention 
all of his activites in the business, financial, civic and religious 


activities of this community, Wm. Henry Smith, known as Bill © 
‘Henry, followed Schulze. That was 1903-1905--when the city 


was in darkness, flirting with the idea of a municipal power plant 
that failed to materialize. = ; : 

Dr. Mead was back in again, 1905-1907.-As one inclined to | 
take a chance on things that might help the community, he helped 


vin the ill-fated attempt to promote th 
ville Electric Railway C. That was ano 
dome true, 


W. W. Simms, long- 
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= ie Hays became the clerk, Make that E.C. Ted and oldtimers will 
recall him. The clerkship at that time was just a sideline, Hays 
= had a barbershop, a door or two south of Jake Hepp's place. He 
= played a cornet in Fred Murphy's band, and probably with Wagner, 
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« Hays was succeeded by the then Cairo Shortline telegrapher, S. S. 
om Ritchey. Digressing again--S.S, and w. T, Ritchey became prom- 
inent in business circles, They left their-mark on the community 

a in many-ways.. Perhaps the leastimportaptis-that they gave."The 
mu Levee" its name: The story is that, as boomers, they had observed, 
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Perry County?" The name "Choppy" had failed to follow Clark, 
T. L, Wallace, another pharmacist, carried on the work of city , 
~ clerk in addition to his business duties-- 1899-1901, He also found 
time to act as Secretary of the Modern Woodmen and as treasurer 
of the county fair, Busy man, 
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W. W.. Burk, like Hamm and Grover Cleveland, also seryed two 
fon=consecutive terms==1905-1909 and 1911-1913, His little office 
; was one of the favorite loading places when there were several | 
eel , Such. Jtist what else he used for Money does not staitd out in mem- 
ory, bute: managed to get along; seemed as content as any, 

Between Burk's: two terms, the clerk was Wm, Brey, the taylor! 


4 Local Opitichwas a leading issue then, City Ordinances pertaining 
| to saloc ave people--and ne ws pa pels~-something to discuss, 
= Brey was queried, perhaps a bit too persistently, about interpreta- | 


~ | tions of complicated tegulations. Frustrated thereby, he-retorted: 
“Smart lawyers don't know all the answers=-I'm blank ‘dumb tay- 
lor--how should I know?” Two years was enough for Brey. 
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Some readers might appreciate this effort. This might,be i ppe 
out and pasted in scrapbooks; maybe laid away now to show * 
years hence, yellowed with age, dog-eared at the corners an 
falling apart at the folds. ; 


This is just'a bit of local history--and some like history. Some 
consider age a virtue, Some may right well take pride in pres 
serving the evidence that some ancestor served this community, | 
To be elected as president of the yillage board, as mayor or as 
the clerk, called for the ability to get the biggest vote, To be 
appointed clerk required the support of council. Hence, this roster 

“fists a lot of statesmen, as that is what they call politicians after 
they are dead. ww fee eee 

The busy staff at city hall should take a bow for digging all this 
information out from where it had been laid up among the records 
in the archives. This just transcribes it. } 


Year President of Year Clerk of 
Installed Village Board Installed Village pose 
: 1 PS «Mi 
“1857 Lewis Hammack 1857 Wim.“McErving 
1858 John Baird 1858 - G. M, ‘Anderson | 
1859 A, D. Gosney 1859 Jas. F. Mason 
x, (Resigned) 
1860 E, B, Rushing 1859 j, Hammack 
1861 S..M, Carter 1860 Ww. K. Murphy . 4 
W. K, Muphy 1862 J. H, Craig 
John C, Brown 1863 Thos. S. Rush 
R. M, Davis 1864 G. W. Rial 
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t city hall should tak 
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jn the archives. This just transcribes it. 


information out 


Year 
Installed 


“1857 
1858 
1859 


Some may ri; 


. 


President of 
Village Board In, 
1 


Lewis Hammack 185 
John Baird 184 
A, D. Gosney 18: 


E, B, Rushing 18 
S.. M, Carter 18\ 


Ww. K, Muphy 18) 
John C, Brown 18( 
R. M. Davis -18( 


- == «| might display this Co) 


1915 
1919 


1925 
1929 


1935 
1951 


John Boyd 1866 


M. GC, Edwards 1867 
G. H. Slimpert — 1870 
E. B. Rushing 1872 
H, E. Hincke 1873 
I, W. Hill 1879 
Wm. McNeil 1880 
EB. Rushing 1881 
J, L. Murphy 1882 
R. V. Fallon 


W. L. McCandiles 
Henry Driemeyer 
John Boyd 

J. M, Kunz 

J. L. Murphy 


Mayor 
J. L. Murphy 1888 


J. L. Williams 1891 
George F. Meade 18956 


H, R. Schulz 1899 
W. H. Smith 1901 
George F. Meade 1905 
W, W. Sims 1909 


George W. Pillers 1911 
J. S. Tempieton 1913 


Mayor-Commission 
Form 


George E. Hincke 1913 


John Keene 1925 
Homer Gruner 1935 
John Keene 1936 
John Stumpe 1957 


Ww. J. Cunningham 


That's it--Class dismissed, 


But--How about making a little history--encouraging the idea o 
enlightening present and future citizens regarding the people who 
have been public servants since 1857? 

Some  institutions.consider it a pious idea to display the portraits 

foGgeWith tecords of when they served, Now 
t sup pictures of all of these old timers. 
But, somebody who is artistic at lettering, (that lets me out, ) 
igeot history somewhere in "City Hall, “ 


And, leave space for added information, All things change. 


of presiding officers, 
it would be impossible to 


John By Davis 
J. DisHamilton 
J. .W. Lemmon 
E, Hy Lemmon 


RG: Williams : 


Thos, Boyd 
Frank Roe 
Gustay Wangelin 


Frank Roe 


City Clerk’ 


E, C. Hayes — 
S, S, Ritchey 
A. B. Clark 

T. L. Wallace 
P, J.-G, Hamm 
W. W., Burke 
Wim. Brey 

W, W, Burke 
P. J. C. Hamm 


Clerk-Commis- 
sion Form (by 
appointment) 


P, J.. C.. Hamm 


John Valentine” ~ 


J. N. Taffee 
J. E. Thetford 


V. M. Thetford 
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_ the. roads, or | 
| guide was dealin 
| then, but no one had told hi im. 


STANLEY G. SMITH 22” 


= Someome; with a more profound knowledge of local geography or 
a more’ ‘vivid iimagination, should write a thesis on the prairies 
within this “county; locate their boundaries and explain their 

{| Names, . 
There -arg: old maps that show the school districts when there 
were many more of them. Some show the rural mail routes, Some 


show ithe Streams, even unto ‘ttle branches that go bone dry in 
‘early summer, But, it seems that no one ever tried to indicate 
the botindry lines of prairies, 

There are other geographic designations that are just about as 
vague: One might question any map that indicated just what part 
“of the Solth is Dixie. "Egypt, " (That expression, “Little Egypt, " 
gtipes me, ) is not quite so indeffinate, "South of the B, & O.," 


outlined the territory of "Egyptian Hustlers, " an organization of 
trayeling salesmen that flourished when “drummers” rode trains, 


Holts Prairie, perhaps should carry the possessive apostrophy either 
‘beforeor after the s=as it noe doubt got its name from one or 
More “members of the Holt family, East of Panther creek istabout 
as speeific as any location for it as comes to mind, * 

And; there are the various and sundry “Mile” patries--Three, 
Four, Six amid’Nine, Were they so designated because they were so 
many miless Wide--so many miles from some place and if so; 
wher Se incaia they come by these names? 

Nine“ Mile also signifies a Baptist church, and an association of 
‘| r + ea. re 
churches of that denomination, ‘Both have existed so long that the 
folks who started them cannot be queried now about where they 
got the name Nine Mile. : Se Be 
Three Mile Prairie, it seems, was some place north==Up that- 
| away. Wonder® if it'embraced the territory called "The Nation?" 

Believe there was, may still be, a country school that bears that 
mame; Old writin 
is far back as 1828 to cut a toad thru the wilderness, westward, to 
Six” Mile Prairie. If it centered six miles west of town, that would 
put it out-in the Fulton settlement--or the Caupert neighborhood 
might mean more now. phi 

Four Mile Prairie, anyone would tell you, lays south of Pinck- 
Meyville, The area west of Beaucoup, south of Craig Branch, east 
and north of the Galum creeks sounds like a teasonably vague de- 
‘signation of the territory that embraces it, And, that sector was 
fet all prairie land--eyen before the strip mines came along and 
turned it over. And, there was a United Presbyterian chureb, not 


far from the Baird school building, that bore the name “Four Mile 
“UL PGhurch, " S P 


278s ah 


_ “Bost Prairie--just about as lost as any of them, insofar as geo- 


lines are .concerned--lay over in the west part of the 

y. There may be legends and traditions about the naimes of 

les€ prairies, If not, someone should concoct them, * : 

: Te is a yarn about. Lost Prairie that ties right up with history. 
George Rogers Clark,’ on his journey to Kaskaskia, got lost. -orso | 
the” story goes...And that was long before the strip mines changed : 

2 there were roads to’change. He thought his 

Shim a doublecross. George was in Lost Prairie 
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That little bit of history or fiction was the basi 
of Commerce banquet--and a no-vacancles situat 


men House when the new had not worn off of it. T 


like this: A freelance publicist 
for one of the sundry Vincennes 


what newspaper men call a press agnet, 


Another than publicist--or 


"Yankee" in the South, ) provided some 


details about the proper toute--stipu 


(with a prefix like that of 
the Sherman House. 
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‘At that session, the promotor of.the ‘cavalcade agreed that 


undoubtedly had passed this w 
a chalice to visit such a hospita 
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__"SANDHOUSE", the ais that always is well worth reading-= | 
. "and rereading- -does it again! Klinger compliments the unsung }) 

~ heroes) swho have Werte so hard, so long, to keep baseball alive. | 
Amen, Ps es 
And, he urges sien: to lend a hand. ‘There is ‘much to be done. 
The fairground park ball diamond, overlayed with new clay, needs 
resurfacing, That calls for a lot of work. Some can put in a shift 
or so of muscular exertion. Others ougit to be prevailed. upon to 
"Put something in the pot, " 


It is always highly gratifying to wate the little leaguers play, 
Tey ave. Big league stars can do no more than 


; these youngsters run the baselines at the fairground, 
. piney, well be retracing steps of their grandfathers, Perhaps four 
ons yers have performed there. Suits that proudly 


tering "H.O. Murphy, " now long gone to the rag bag, 
“were frayed by desperate, heroic slides to chalk up runs that seem- 
ed tremenduously important, back when this century was young, 
= The famed,"Alley Rats", and the justly celebrated "Macks! per- 
- formed ‘upon the same terrain in years long past . 

And, in «more recent years, "kid''teams, " called the "Red gox" 

came up, Sa after yeat=-like Morgenthalers 2 at Thomas Gym. 
Many, who may creak at the joints a little now, can recall, with 


ee oo == 1 oy a Wee © 
“a i aigq3s 2282 
: Sow. = ea RSF 
8.) may reme BSE Ce 2S S34 <3 

sy pu led off, and the ney. foal d, face may recall |) = 95-0. ° 9 eg # a 3 
e clouts that put the ball in the peapateh®=oyer the Wildy. and is fee at ghs fra} 8 v 8 2 

Niesing sign, To hit it with a ss fly ball was good for one ‘John B. 2 "s tomy OS ear) 3 2.0 g\g 

te Stetson Hate f S Bs 3 ee ag a tay oe: 
, they may fail, mercifully, to ‘remember the: time they +8 a & 2a. e222 8 agi, 

ent down swinging with the bases loaded; when some "blind tom" a3 on Os | 4 8 Sea 

ed thel@iiird one on them, All should appreciate good forgetters ‘he 9 aE E a 3 

‘ the ability to remember. 9 So ee Hee 9 Bt 

"hot stove league" session would rehash many Findbox : 3 SS8 6 SS 3 ot? 3 8 

Ycidents that transpired in conjunction with the games that 5 3 SOS $ a3 Zuo 
ere conducted at the fairgrounds, yeats ago, Some would recall | § #0 = SPE RS ye eS: 

ers who have appeared here-~and in the big time--and others | s B223 Pe M4 a3 2 el ae 

id have oo |Piageeeeaeea | 

geese S ee Seek 8 

* Sees SEES yy ae ssss 

example, “There was that appearance of the touring "Bloomer, 3 = a +) rae Fart gee 

| That was a weekday game, but never would have qualified asthe.| a § 5 25-3 Ee 35 als 

11 game | oh the week, It takes men to play baseball--and, t a hors eeeusssau ss #6 

| Pe ks," it took nine good ones, But, when this ate mm * 3Ge arr 9 g 2 Rog. g 

ung, | chanoe to see a bunch of broads in bloomers was sure to | 3 Oat <3 y OE ek g 

Haw a crowd, It did, = re Sq 33 ga od 

: » + oe foyte) mw TO! 

Some of the team had to work that day. The manager had iqant ase 3 S26 B SS cd 3 & 

in some substitutes from far beyond the end of the bench to fill:the Ee SASHES eeae aS 

= idan Yate wie 


| team, Kids in suits three sizes two big manned the outfield,. but 

: they won. . : 
ce This touring agureqaian of feminine pulchritude brought a set of 
chers, "blues," or ‘pigeon roosts” along and hur= | 
2m-along the first base line, They were 
ith customers and, they were Not too substantial. That at 
a oe ee injuries, During the game, a section f 
_There were frantic, terrifying s gctea ae f the 
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up to see a woman hurt. "" 
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"What won't they think of next"? New products, and new uses of 
them, come: along so fast that people have to learn to take them 
in full stride. Some seem a bit unusual to such as may be a bit 
"set in their ways, "or on the "old foggie" side. 

What brought this up was a new pipe. The bit had a little label 
gooed to it to indicate that the "bite Proof" bit was made ot nylon, 
Nylon, whatever that is, started dut as a sort of imitation silk, 
‘Must be sort of a broad, general terminology. But-=back to pipes; 

Pipes, and their component parts, have been constructed of many 
Materials, since old Chief Leatherseat, or whoever it was, gave 
Sir Walter Raleigh one, andstarted something. Wonder if Pipestone 
Creek got its name from a formation for moulding pipe bowls, 
Could be. : 
Indians were not the only folks who manufactured their own pipes, 
Old times, perhaps a little on the frugal side, could select a 
suitable corn cob and a joint of bamboo and, with a little whittel- 
ing, they were right in business. To avoid a‘ blistered tongue, the 


inside of the hollowed-out bowl needed charring with a red hot | 
poker, and a piece of wire, red hot, poked thru the stem would | 
do no harm; Some might select a long peice of cane, burn out the| 


‘joints, and, by applying a little heat, right carefully, they could 


come up with a long curved stem, Maybe not very artistic, but it} 


cast.nothing except a little labor, 


flock of little twirling rings scurrying thru it, 
) of dittle rings and blow a big one up to outrace them to the ceil- 
peilig.. Gus liked his pipe, 

* ©ld Jim Norbury, 


ep 


be gnawed thru, in time, but the clay bowl would last--unless it 
Was dropped and broken, Some became worn down on the side 
from scooping up hot coals from the fireplace to light it, and by 4 
that time, they were fully mature--a priceless attribute for any | 
pipe. Pipes, like other friends, improve with age. It takes time to 
break in new pipes, Its saddening to give up an old friend, and 
it is hard to discard a pipe that has rendered years of faithful 
service, 

Some people are remembered most because of some distinctive 
charactoristic, Pipe smokers are that way. Most of them prefer 
one type of pipe, and stay with that kind right down thru the - 
yeats., And the way smokers handle their pet pipes varies, 

For van artistic, ceremonial performance with a pipe, “Uncle 
GUS" "Wangelin would rate as the all-time champ. He could re- 
lax in the: Windsor hotel lobby, when the atmosphere was tranquil, 
and emit more blue smoke tings, in assorted sizes, than any am- 
bitious competitor, He might send up one big one and then a 
Or, send up a series 


a Kindly old gentleman, spent a part of his 
detlining years in a cozy little cabin in the West End, He en- 
joyed his ease--his fiddle and his pipe. His preference was a right 
well seasoned’ cob with a cane stem. And, for lack of teeth to 
clinch the small round stem, he kept a wad of rubber bands wound 
around the bit. Now that arrangement might not look appetizing 
to anybody \else, but it seemed to taste tight good to Jim, 

Then, there was the well beloved "Uncle Frank" Malone, Placid, 
would be the word. for him, He could have smoked expensive 
cigars consistently without straining his credit, but he preferred a 
pipe--and always had’ a good one~-going. His pipes were the 
long,” curved stem jobs--meerschaum bowl, wild cherry wood 
stem, with a broad, black rubber bit, And, in his-pipe, he never 


did tamp any "smoking mixture," as some products are labeled, 
He bought cigar scrap--Havana leaf, in the pure, unadulterated 
form, In his wake, there was an aroma that can not be defined, 
hor imitated. For that matter, Frank Malone would be difficult to 
imitate. ma 

Some” writer observed’ that pipe smokers never do lead mobs or 
incite riots. Sounds:logical, Perhaps, in time--say another half- 
century or so, the <“fecollector” may develop the knack of pipe- 
smoking--and try to keep out fist fights. 


ee 


j 


| 
And; a clay pipe with a cafietem, available in’ most any old- | 


time “general store, would’¢ost about a nickel. The stem might 
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(#1) 1866-67 


1867-70 
Some seemed to like the roster of city officials, all down th UE S)) 1870 
is je the years, The city clerk's office did the hard part, digging NX 1871, 
ee the information, : 1871-72 
“The school system, past as well as present, should be of equax. 1872-74 
” interest, And, by unearthing an outline of local school history, : 1874-75 
compiled many years ago by the late Harry Wilson, this column 1875-76 
may borrow another compendium of information of some interest. 1876-77 
Harry went way back to 1831, when the first school anybody knew — _ 1877-78 
about around here was conducted in a log house out in Four Mile Os 1878-79 
Prairie, It cost each pupil $2. 60 to attend, Two years later, the $? 1879-81 


kids that Ived in town could get soine instruction in the court 
house, There were other part-time operations mentioned, includ- 


Go ght 


ing a log building near where Hagler’s furniture store now stands. y ei x.) ee e i 
His _research would establish the selection of the present grade Fe Q Ss : oo a SF" S586 
+ Sschéot location between 1855 and 1860, That would indicate that, “ oes ee OY 
/ for 100 years, Pinckneyville youngsters have struggled with their $ oe 3 ae Ore 
lessons between Water and Mulberry streets. It seemed that long to LS os A > x ¢ as? PS. 
| some of us when that was what we were doing. A ob Saarood Rtn 
The modem structure recently erected there undoubtedly passes oe we a ne ee rr ¥ se cae 
all official inspections, All concerned should take great pride in| os ee ee 2 ® x 
it, But--from the viewpoint of a doddering old foggy--there is | eNO pF ed an? Ss. 
| something lacking. The old familiar school bell rings no more. | ys ros 98 ae <H cg 6 RO 
The, new: building has no belfrey. There was no place to put it BAS $5 Mee oe % 
They probably need it about like a monkey needs two tales. Even- 2\2 gee RS "0 ws z 
so, it deserves preservation for the part that it has played in this oO ow aS oe wd_x% aad 
community. pe ese xe Be, 
And, tradition has it, that when it was first installed, the cost of SoM ores Oe od 
a school bell, the trustees figured, was much too much to place 2 be “~ we OF <f ss 
upon the overburdened taxpayers. So, the story goes, Dr. S. M. & ot & Pee oo oc! gm? ye 
Garter took up a collection. They paid $30 for it--about 1868. AY. + oe RS e 4 ws 
5) That would make the old bell an antique, It ought to be displayed Vo ee a OF 0%5 OS 
sd some museum, oo 3 2 oof 
| ; The principals and superintendents of Pinckneyville schools-~ ros 3 pe s & eS 
} from, the end of the Civil War up until about the time the high . s ¥ <@ ~° as oe. 
(as school community was created, were listed in the histroy that % oP ok ee 3 99% ve 
Harry Wilsoft'wrote. About half of this long list of names aye just oad 39> \ p39 aor 
names that have ‘been téad or heard about to most of us today. NOD Ok Lod of 
ae : Y Rt oe oS Rs ® 
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Wilson, follows: 


Captain M. C. Edwards 
Captain William McNeil 


E. H, Lemen 
Sanford Gee 

D, B. VanSycle 
D. A, Hoge * 
S. E, Bond 

B. G. Roots 

E, C, H, Willoughby 
A. B, Garrett 

D. A. Hoge 

R. B. Anderson 
George H. Farmer 
S. Y. Hawkins 

R, R. Anderson 
James Barkley 
Frank Williams 

S. L. Johnson 
Rob't, E. Turnstall 
E. I. Ward 

C, E, Joiner 

M. N. Corn | 

R. B, Templeton 
F, G, Hightower 
Harry Wilson 


Perry County Advocate; rine: 


The list, and the years. in which they served, thanks again to Harry 


1866-67 
1867=70 
1870 
1871, 
1871-72 
1872-74 
1874=75 
1875-76 
1876-77 
1877-78 
1878-79 
1879-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 
1883-85 
1885-86 
1886-87 
1887=89 
1889-91 
1891-92 
1892-98 
1898-03 
1903-06 
1906-07 
1907-14 


(#1) 


(part time) 


(#2) 
(#8) 


Unless this F, G, Hightower is still around, chances are that R. 


B. Templeton is the only survivor of this long list of educational 
1 
talent, He can reflect upon a long and successful career in various _ 


educational activities. 


looked; he was the first to have 4 basket mounted on a pole in they 


Of these, one that many may have over 


school yard, and to direct the youngsters to toss a big round rubbe 


ball into the air so 
Started something here. 
This M. C, 


that it would fail within the iron rim. H 


(Mortimer) Edwards--first in the list--that woul 


be the grandfather of the prominent M, D, that all’ know today. 


S.E. Bond is listed as a 
B.G, Roots--Nationall 
of public education, 


' 
grandson of the state's first governor, 
y recognized as the outstanding exponent 


It might be noted that very few of these old timers lasted very 
long. It may be that they went on to more important posts, or into 


other professions, Or, could be that the school boards gave some’ 
.of them the old heave ho, Who knows? 


Of each of these old-time instructors,’ perhaps someone can re- 


member something. T 
was around long enough 


he first man on the list, "Mort" Edwards, 
to be remembered as a quiet, soft-spoken 


attorney--except when courtroom oratory demand emphasis, 


That Bond boy may have been tight proud because he was the 


grandson. of a governor, He had nothing to do with that, If M.C. 
Edwards were still around, he would be fully justified in taking 
pride in the local family that bears his name, 


Such as may find this offering of interest can only offer post- 


BEE St 


humously, their thanks to the departed Senator. Many have much 
for which to thank Harry Wilson. 
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High School graduation’ exercises--the “Commencement” pro- =s 3 


~ §fam--nowecthat_is_an-annual even of tremendous importance, ave 2% 


least to the justly proud participants, Like other activites, ithas ge 
undergone great changes, 5 


To ponder over alterations in the standardized proceedure for 
this impressive occasion it may be well to go back further than 


Se 


the local school history that Harry Wilson compiled, ve - 

: Prior to 1889, for all the tecord shows, when "schol 15” t 
— Acquired all the education available here, it was Just the last day 
of school. Nobody made any big’ todo about it, The last day of 
“school, at any age, is an even long anticipated. Many cherish: 
memories of its happy observance, It was an important date, even 

if the restless youngsters did no more ‘than sing songs and say 
pieces--and scrub the soiled and hand-carved tops of battered | 
school desks, and pack up their belongings. There might be im- 


> 4 
; ——— 4 
promptu picnics in Hincke's’ pasture, Roe's grove or along the 

banks of Beaucoup creek. Kids would find'some way to celebrate, 

But, in 1889, when fourteen bright young lads and ladies had 
completed thé course, they really did something about it. S, L, 


(Sid) Johnson was the principal then. He must have been ambitious, . 
In later years, he ran a little co 


mmerce, or bookkeeper factory on 
his own, They had souyeni 


2 | 
T programs printed--probably "pro- ; | 
glammes" then, Our Copy Was put away too well but is tecalled as ._ 
featuring a gtoup picture of the class: Mrs, Edw.. Thorp, Herbert : : 


Hoge, Mrs, Roy Aldén, Solon Kugler, Oscar Preyton, Mrs, Allen i. | 
_Ozburn, Everet Simpson, Arthur Smith, Mrs, Fred Rall, Hosea 

Strait, Mrs, A, Pp, Johnson, Mrs, Harry Duckworth, Mrs, A, G, 

’} Willi, and William Wallace, : care | 

No doubt about it being a proud moment in the lives of these 

distinguished youngsters when they stepped out on the stage at a 
Murphy's Hall to accept their highly prized diplomas, 

When this Century was young, Kunze Opera House was always 

tight well filled for the graduation exercises, That took more 


—| Original, all had impressive titles 


€s of poetry.at the end, | %. Ste 
Rtion--maybe a bit un- 
tagefright and forget, 
Os “Sess* j 
It was an ancient custom to present boquets to the "sweet girl 
. graduates," as gift - advertisers called them. The stage would be 
all decked out with flowers, Proud fathers would be loaded down 


| | The audience . would listen with rapt atte 
| Tapt at times, Bur, anybody might suffer s 


| offspring home, Owners of Kentuck 
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Tennessee © ‘Erie Ford has just intoned-a doleful ballad, He has 
the sonorous solemnity of tonal quality to insert a sob in every 
- sentence. Music, here? That is in the “Sandhouse” department. q 
But, impressive CORE ig as Ermie gives out with it, in the words of : Vee . ‘ 
$ "poet, “It aint necessarily so," Ghat is, as of now. “Dark as a . : : 3 
_ Dungeon Down in The Mine, “ Ernie bemoans. 

~~ Modern mines are highly mechanized, They use a lot of elec- 
tricity for power and all they need for light. Skilled craftsmen 
who can Manipulate that intricate mechanism could not grope 
around as their forerunners did and get the job done, Subterrdne 
an illiimination has dugergons dnpravementy as have so MABYe 

things. 

Portable lights are still essential below. That is where, as Labor 
Day Orators always express it, “brave men take their lives in their 
hands and go down into the bowels of the earth--etc., etc,, " 
Battery type electric head lamps doubtless function better, and: 

_ with less danger of bodily harm, than ‘the pioneering Models did, 

‘They leaked, The fluid in them may not have been prussic acid, 

but its effect on the anatomy was just about as bad. In deep pits 

~ where the constant threat of seeping g gas adds to the sundry other 
hazards miners face, the use of open flame lights was considered 

_ Suicidal, 

ome ago, legislation was introduced to enforce use of battery 
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Lose To Mit. \ 
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Duster Thomas's § 
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two contests, They 
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Mt. Vernon. 
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51, Hazen 52, Duna | 
61. Nota stegiing: 


'The team cam Go 
- i 


ered lamps in gaseous mines, Proponents urged enactment to 
revent explosions, Some objected--and showed their reasons 
‘therefore. Leaky batteries were attached to their belts-~behind-- 
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powered lamps in gaseous mit! 
prevent explosions, Some ok 
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controversial legislation lead thru committee heating rooms. 
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and the fluidran down on them where it was the most convenient-- 
for the fulud, that is. A chore of riding herd on that bit of highly 


Object lessons as to the effect of the scalding action were exhibited 
to all interested--Exhibit A--so towspeak. It would be just too 
gruesome to ponder on the probable results of working with the 
leaking batteries dangling from the belt buckle. 


Carbide lamps have served a generation of coal miners--also 
hight fishermen and 'coon hunters. When they came out, prices 
seemed too high for some, but they caught on quick]ly, A carbide - 
lamp is an ingenious gadget--a little gas generating plant, It took 
a bit of tinkering to get the water to drip just right, and to make 
the flint, as ona cigarette lighter, function properly. The tiny 
blaze that spurted out, aided by a bright concave reflector, made 
a lot of light--compared to that of the old smudgy lardoil lamp 
that carbide soon replaced. 


Just what they put in lardoil perhaps no one needs to know any 
more, The element they never did omit was a distinctive stench, 
Pit lamps that burned it were little sheet metal jobs, There was a 
little tapered can to hold the stinking oil, anda hook to fasten 
into the slotted shield on the pit cap, A little stubby snout or | 
Nozzle stuck out and upward. Soft, round cotton wicking, coiled 
in the bottom of the oil container extended up thru the little 
cylindrical spout, They came equipped with a bit of wire to podge | 
around to pull the burning wicking upward, The little yellow flame |, 
that they provided was trailed by a fog of sooty smoke=-and a | 
smell that could be recognized at forty rods. 

A lardoil can was a necessity around the miner's home. It started 
out in life about like the once familiar coaloil can. It had a 
screw-on cap that would promptly turn up missing. That would be 
teplaced by a fiece of cob, with a scrap from somebody's red 
flannel underwear twisted around it toomtake it almost fit, There 
had been a little cap for the snout, fastened with a bit of fragile 
chain, The would be soon replaced with a little runty potato, 
Anyone that handled the can soon gotright well smeared with the 
oil, and the distinctive odor lingered, 

Drivers, in the mine, used a special model pitlamp. It hada 
longer spout and they let more burning wicking dangle, These: 
intrepid, acrobatic boys needed, and could get more light. 
Balancing on the tailchain just aft of a che sient they had 
the wind with them--and a more colorful illumination from the 
stinking lamp, 

If Emie was moaning about the lace of light in the old days of 
the lardoil burners, he was not too far wrong at that, ‘Even with 
abundant light, miners have enough constant hazards, 

Anyway, the song sounds good-should sell a million xecords-- 
that is, if they are Decca records, 
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dust cloth, (a didy would do, 


the broom, That was to’Swish the di 
ceiling, 


Beating that old Carpet seemed to be an end 
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Various trades, professions and callings that have been prominent. 
but have become. obsolete have been recalied in this column; One 
that: Seems well worthy of mention, thus far overlooked is that of 
Mhe*delivery boy--back in the horse drawn era, 
vRAilroad presidents, of the story book kind, all started out as call 
»_ boys, or as water boys for section gangs. Commercial leaders, in 
© the Horatio Algier tradition, began their climb to fame and fortune 
~ by delivering groceries, The average, or typical delivery boy--and 
no one is ever Average--had to have a wide variety of skills. He 
was by No means a specialist. . : 


fing 


“ee 


ta dropped him for ten) 
and their lighter moments, 


in, and'make amends, he spoke). 


lick and greasy he jist slipped thru my 


ter. To expla 
little heart-~wouldn’ 


Many brilliant youngsters of today, ‘just old enough to vei ff 

’ just 

,. Might fail to qualify. Some might encounter difficulties ii the 
| Fole of hostler, but the delivery nag had to be groomed and fed |' 

» and watered--even on Sunday, or a holiday, And, in many places, 


= then, in this community, a smattering of conversation 
abe) , al G : 
© and Italian would be a lot of help. g ae 


el 


Delivery boys’had their experiences-- 
Some would. be the boss--some day. 


And, as low man on the totem pole of the store's employees, it 
would be up to the delivery boy to sweep the floorand to build the 
fires in winter, He would be the one who had ‘to "sprout the spuds”, 
down in the dark celler, and to fork out rotten ones when the sup- | 
ply lasted too long, 

As a hand behind the counter in the store, he had to learn which 
size of paper bag it took, and how many tiers of the big "Dozier" 
crackers to cord into it to make a nickel's worth, And, he learned — 
to stack the right amount of dripping kraut on a wooden tray to fiil | 
| the order; and to draw vinegar, molasses, coaloil and lardoi} from 
_ the right barrels into the containers intended for each. There were 
no computing scales to do his figuring for him, x 

Shopping may have been much slower when more of the com- 
modities were handled in bulk; before the days of self service. 
But, the old ways had some advantages. The customer had but 
little choice. If he was after "bakers' bread, "a luxury item, all 
he needed to askfor was a loaf of bread, The store had what Diet- 
tich, Weber of perhaps Buettner baked, 

Bread would be carriedinto the store in batches of a dozen loaves, 
just as it came from the pan, The clerk would break off a loaf or 
two, on order, and might wrap it up unless the customer had a 
Basket to carry what he bought, No one knew how many ways it 
built strong bodies, nor that it was slenderizing, Nobody cared. 

Now when one wanted to buy cheese, there was a choice. Cheese, 
in the old days, meant the yellow, rat trap or “old wedge" kind. 
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ently. There is the legend about the boy who made a 
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the subject, hence the hurry for the oik 


lélivery boy had to fill and light,the lamp--and then , 
, where it would do the most good. 


mer, among total strangers. The medico in charge 


light on 


' delivery boy. Cab drivers, and the cop on the beat, 


« 


| At perhaps five cents per 1b more, one might specify brick cheese. 
The common run of stores had no other kinds. And, the clerk 
learned to carve off the exact amounts ordered with one operation 
“of the trusty butcher knife, 


All of the stock stories told of the iceman's activities as he made 
his daily rounds might right well’ apply to the daily life of the 
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hold it for the doctor 


youngsters, none more than half dressed, crowded around 


gon to carry in the food. One lad, hardly big enough for the 


as 


task, was carrying his younger brother--one just about weaning 


ws 


wa 


ope 


And, near-tradegies can occur when careless children crowd a- 


round the delivery wagon, as careless children will, There was the 
day, when the temperature was in the strip-off bracket, thata 


batch of 


¥ 


size, and dressed’ just as he was when he came. In maneuvering to 
accept the groceries, the boy released the baby brother. A wail of 


alarm, and perhaps a little pain brought out the sympathic natur 


"the. 
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That business location at the southeast corner of Main and Mul- 
berry streets, now vacant, has been that way before, It was in the 
so-called "Gay Nineties" that it became prominent in the business 
life of the community, G, W. Brown moved in, with his family 
in the living quarters and the "company store, " or "graball" and 
the office of the city's leading industry, Brown's Mine, 

* That mine flourished for many years at the south end of Main St. 
Local archeologists may find traces of it, or of the more recent 


»Dunn Bros. occupy. Production of that 
insignificant now, in compar 


i= 


in its time, it playe 
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portant part in the economy of this community, 
Now it would sound fight nice to relate that the one-time coal 


baron or industrial tycoon, G, W. Brown, was universally be-‘ 


loved as a public benefactor; that management-labor relations, at 
all times, were warm and cordial. Thereis a limit to how far up 
one can cross his fingers. 

G, W. was much better known as "Buck, " perhaps because most 
anyone connected with a mine seemed to need a nickname. Or, if 
some disgruntled employee felt inclined to be a bit vindictive, 

~he might refer to the magnate as "G. W. Buck Baconrind Brown, " 
One might wonder why. ; 

But, all who ever operated a bucksaw know that a scrap of bacon 
rind, used for lubrication, was as tough as buckskin on the outer 
side and slippery on the other, — 


Browir could be irked by demands imposed-by the_union officals, 


“Ohe -quota recalled is that, after due deliberation, he found that 
all the regulations left for him to do was to. “blow the whistie--and 
pay off.” ; 

, Payday. at the mines was an important event in the Brown's Mine’ 
‘days, Employees would que up at the office in the back end of the 
store, sign the book and claim their envelopes, Some signed by 
making their own individaully charactoristic "X." Some, awed by 
the magic implement of the mystic art of penmanship would re- 
vently “touch the pen, " as an acknowledgement of the receipt of 
their statement and whatever actual cash, or "take-home" pay 
therein, 


I 
Miners then had various ways whereby they might earn their 
wages. Diggers, on a piecework basis, got what the scale de~ 
manded for the tons of coal they loaded into pitcars, Some might 
‘also eam some yardage driving entries, and such. And the shift 
men might be switchedj=from-day to-day, to yarious-types-of work: 
It took some computations, ( the headache way, ) to figure what 
what each earned, ; 
Gross earnings, for a pay, could be from several sources, But, 


there were more way whereby the company exacted deductions-~ 


Dues amd- assessments=-store _bill-- 
hapeie ae d there may-have been several more, 
None’f the columns\were capttoned for social security or for with- 
_hojding federal income taxes that era, 

= S\ “the semi-monthly statement was simple. To some, it 
“Was. difficult or impossible to understand. One miner expressed his 
concepsion of it somewhat poetically, thus; "A naught's a naught 
and a figure's a figure--All for G. W.--None for the digger, " 

It was around the tum, of the century--1900--maybe 1901--late 
fall, "Fair Week," when the beginning of the end of that famed 
industry occured. A fire broke out in the tipple or the engine room, 
The top works, then all frame, burned to the ground, It was fort- 
unate that there were no fatalities. That disaster may have made 
some contribution to future mining safety regulations, Then, it was 
just another of the lusty swings that fortune has hurled at the in- 
dustry of this community, but Pinckneyville rolled with the punch, 
Many wired their tools and left, Later, other industries took up the 
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| Hamm, 


tr is a tradition that this building, or a part of it, was erected in 
the Beaucoupsector, as the store owned by Maj. James P, Cowens, 
and that it was trundled into town-by the John Todd method, now 
entirely obsolete. The Major, reportedly, was the "Super, " mine 
manager, pit boss oF something-~maybe all three--of the mine 
that functioned too fat back for many to recall. sf 


1 
It was from this store that miners toted home their grocer i 
There was a yarn about one oldtimer who had his own ideas about 
economy, When he saw a neighbor lugging home 4 peck of beans 
to feed his family he was astounded at such extravagance, and 
I offered to lay a bet that the poor misguided soul didn't have 4 
gallon of whisky in the house. 
Lx state and local authorities might question the technique that 
y Ar John Todd employed if and when he moved that building, It 
‘= differed from the method of the Bill Keefe concer, A building to 
: be moved was raised up with a lot of little screw jacks, and heavy 
reinforced the sills. ‘That is done today, but with better 
they had to chug away with a post hold digger to 


timbers 
; tools. Next, 


a makea hole in the middle of the street, That would be to anchor 
+> 


the capstan, That would be a section of a tree trunk mounted in 

; fa sturdy, frame, erect, to rotate. A long strong rope connected it 

| ees : pra aE to the building. This rope would wind around the drum when it 

Fi ae “oak was -turtied by the energy of a horse hitched at one end of a sturdy 

oo py E : pole with the other end: fastened to the drum. Wheni the horse 

Random Recollection trudged around the circle, the house would move, perhaps yard 

ag s or so. Wooden rollers were ylaced beneath the building, and they 
iF; i arried forward and replaced at the front as each emerg- | 

q ath the rear of the load that inched so slowly forward. 

‘ t method then avail- 


For spout ath: an Lours--and horse- 
Many of us, whohave been around for quite awhile, would identify hours--would “t sti ei if it were set UD | 
that frame business building of Randolph street at the McElvain | then forilistr overathe subst building, would 
place. That would recall memories of Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Mc be comput myes P t figured depreciat- 
Elvain, They: enjoyed their declining years in the living quarters jon then. Baye 2 i 
at the rear. (Many would refer to them as “uncle Andy" and "Aunts . > ‘ 
Belle, "even if entirely untelated, They were that kind of people. | Sat : : | 


' .9Aglance at that structure now would reveal that it has undoubted- 
ly seen better days--and far too many of them. Alookatsome of 
ug would bring about the same conclusion. If anyone could gome 
up with the entire life story of that more or less historic building, 
that would be a yarn well worth relating. 


Now, itseems like it was many years ago when the W. P. Cowens + 
family dispensed refreshments there. It was an ice cream parlor, 
‘and something of 4 social center, The McElvains also served the 
public there in a similar capacity. When the younger set flocked 
in there for a social snack or a then more popular ice cream soda, 
the business bore the name, “The Beehive. " That would indicate 
the place was always busy. Of course, someone would come Up 
with the undeserved crack that it was 4 good place to get stung. 
Back of that--and this is reaching pack--"Squire” P. J. © 
long-time city clerk, Justice of the Peace and Mr. Odd 
Fellows Lodge Himself, had a store in that building, and occupied 
the living quarters. He had a brother in thet enterprise. He like 
"pete" Hamm, himself, was slightly handicapped, "Pete" had one 
foot that was not quite what a track star would ‘need, but with his 
trusty call he asked:no odds.. The brother just Jacked one of having 
a complete set of hands, but he could sack up groceries with the 
best of them, Some ust do not give up. : 

A second look at the fading front of that old building will lead 
to two deductions; It was 4 hardware store at one time in its long 
career, and at that time, it sported that architectural feature 
WARD". in big block letters shows thru the unnumbered coats of 
paint applied down thru the years. Fales fronts gave sign painters 
space to, strut their “stuff. That hardware sign, pethasp V. A. 
Stookey’s, must ‘have. been.one of the old time lampblack-tur- 
pentine jobs that never faded.out. They would outwear the lumber 
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July Fourth will show up red on the calendar. Many business 
concems will remain idle. Mail carriers can coddle their coms 
and bunions, Many will hie away to distant scenes in search of 

| action, excitement, entertainment or Telaxation, Other may bes | 
content to view the passing scene--and listen to teports of highway 
tragedies, ate 
When people were easier to please, and public entertainment 
was much less expensive, this community celebrated. It was a 
big day--long anticipated, enjoyed fully, and recalled with 
pleasure; "Howdja git over The Fourth?" ed 
For this mid-summer celebration, Wagner's Band would play its 
part, Musictans, resplendent in the natty, all-wool witors PP 
Swagger--and swelter--from the court house square to the fairs j : 
grounds, »All the starch that Sam Lee had pressed into their ¢olfers, 
would wilt before they had completed the journey, ih TRS ; 
Many family groups would bring along a picnic dinner, Fatalities 
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_perch where all may admire him--or her. This is a defunct speci- 
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Now, there is something new--and different--up at Luke's. But 
there always is. All -the decorations, except Davie, undergo 
alterations from time to time. 

Just- above the sign over the doot, whereby Olin proclaims his 
customers, "The World's Finest," a snowy owl flutters down to 


men of a species that they say is threatened with extermination, It 
is’ an “exatnple of taxidermy at its best. Some of us will settle for 
that, The frozen arctic is its habitat, TNA 

Birds of less distinctive plumage, but owls none the less, survive 
in this vicinity, Some have left an imprint on the local legends }} 
and traditions, How many distinct species and varieties of this 
wild fowl exist hereabouts, and what their seientific names may 
be, would call for some research. How many care? 

The screech owl and the hoot owl are the kinds that most people 
know about. The books might give them more impressive but no 
more descriptive names, By custom and tradition, both have be- |’ 
come emblematic or symbolic--meaning they are supposed to 
mean something, They have bece ne accepted as signs of good 
and evil. . 

The little screech owl, who starts his mournful concert just about 
the time that people want to go to sleep--that is the evilomen, 
Such as would walk around ladders. carry a lucky coin, a four- 
leaf clover or a rabbit's root--or wear one kind of necktie==may 
be a bit perturbed by the nocturnal vocal efforts of this discordant 
songster, Some hold that it treble tremolo quaver undoubtedly 
impenifing death, There was one superstitious old lady, obsessed 
with this idea, who made strenuous efforts, nightly, 1. shoo away 
this intruder, She died--too--in due time, Lei 

Then, there was the yarn about the apprentice undertaket}* That 
was back when the remains of the departed remained in their’ 
homes--three days--pending interment, The body, iced down a 7 


an upper room, required attention at intervals. The budding 
mortician had to work in solitude, thm the still hours of the night. 
Outside’ an open window, a screech owl perched to observe his 
ministrations to the dead. With every movement the jittery be- “ . 
ginner attempted, the owl let out with his weird, unearthy scold- °:z. 
ing reprimand. Somebody else could master the mortuary art. 
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Now, there is something new--and different=-up at Luke's. But 
there always is, All the decorations, except Davie, undergo 
alterations from time to time. 

Just- above the sign over the door, whereby Olin proclaims his 
customers, "The World's Finest," a snowy owl flutters down to 
perch where all may admire him--or her, This is a defunct speci- 
men of a species that they say is threatened with extermination. It 
ls “an exainple of taxidermy at its best, Some of us will settle for 
that. The frozen arctic is its habitat, OER 

Birds of less distinctive plumage, but owls none the less, “survive 
in this vicinity, Some have left an imprint on the local legends |) 
and traditions. How many distinct species and varieties of this 
wild fowl exist hereabouts, and what their seientific names may 
be, would call for some research. How many care? 

The screech owl and the hoot owl are the kinds that most people 
know about. The books might give them more impressive but no 
More descriptive names. By custom and tradition, both have bee |’ 
come emblematic or symbolic--meaning they are supposed to 
mean zomething, They have bece ne accepted as signs of good 
and evil, 3 

The little screech owl, who starts his mournful concert just about 
the time that people want to go to sleep--that is the evil.omen, 
Such as would walk around ladder. carry a lucky coin, a four- 
leaf clover or a rabbit's root--or wear one kind of necktie-»may 
be a bit perturbed by the nocturnal vocal efforts of this discordant 
songster. Some hold that it treble tremolo quaver undoubtedly 
impeniling death. There was one superstitious old la 
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The Grand Army of The Republic--and its “Annual Eneamp=- 
ments," should never be entirely forgotten, That wasan organi= 
3 gation well worthy of recognition, Its conclayes were events that 
seemed! to be of tremendous importance to the’ perennial partici= 

pants;And they must have been a lot of fun. =~ - : 
Many communities, it seems, competed for the honor and for 

the honor and for the economic advantages, if any, of playing 3 

hosts to the district assemblies, Salem, Ill,, may lay claim to Lot_ 
fame as the location of the most historic reunion hereabouts, Other 


. communities that had the facilities, such as a nice park or fair- Hold Homecoming 
-§rounds, also entertained. That included this community. 


? SAAS - z| 
What would be equivalent to the convention bureau of aswell=, The 18-year-old Ning | 
organized chamber of commerce would, at times, promote what lait CnreE one 


a ' o e > A . ee. Rh 
was called "The Old Soldiers’ Reunion, " Even numbered years, | ial homecom g Sunda} ae 


made it easier to hold successful reunions, The then well known 
initials, "G. A, R," and "G, O, P,," may not have been exactl 
synonymous, but there was a close relationship. Ras ce Se 
Any well-conducted reunion ‘provided an abundance of flowe 
oratory. Some would be of the type described as “Waving the 
bloody shirt." Enthusiastic speakers might dwell upon how hero- 
ically his comrads "Fit, bled and died, “ to save the Union; how 
he, alone, could increase pensions, Veterans of the Civil-War, 
hailed each other as “Comrad, " and there was no tinge of "Red! in 


eae at 
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proposed.and adopted, There were honors to be passed around, and 
omate, impressive badges to be displayed--and stored away as 
souvenirs, But, ‘for all of the importance of the official procee= 
durée, it was just a side-light to some, They came to have a little 
fun, : 

It may not have been the only -purpose of these Meetings, but a 
' group picture of the assembled veterans was one feature that was 
_ hever omited, The photographer would be well paid for sweltering 
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» beneath the big black cloth, Many still retain some dog-eared J the observance. 29, the chur. 
| coples of them, They can locate "Grandpa, " or "Uncle Zeke," by | 7, Organized in 18 a Nine. Mil 
ithe beard he wore, Those old patriots never heeded radio or TV. | is the oldest in the kde 

| admonitions to "Look sharp--Feel sharp--" etc, No one would 1 Baptist A ei Pinck|’ 
| mistake them for graduates of any barber college, The group would | 8; mother church © oin and othe 
show a wide variety of whiskers, There would be neat Vandykes neyville, Du Quo rumen 

| ahd’ sprangly sideburns, the paint-brush kind, goatees, and mangy 

| goat styles, “in assorted shades of black, brown, red and frost= 

bitten peach tree yellow, F 


Some of the whiskers that had turned white would bear a wide 
tan streak down the middle, from careless spraying with tobacco, |: 
*e.) Some just grew as mature would provide, In thes jather= 


‘4 smooth-shaven face would Stand out like that glassimnarble 
going up hill in the moonlight, 
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The Grand Army of The Republic--and its “Annual Encamp= 
ments," should never be entirely forgotten, That wasan organs 
3 zation well worthy of recognition, Its conclaves were events: that 
seemed’ to’ be af tremendous importance to the’ perennial partici= 
pants. And they must have been a lot of fun, ©. ~ ° 
Many communities, it seems, competed for the honor and for 
the honor and for the economic advantages, if any, of playing 
hosts to the district assemblies, Salem, 111__may lay claim to 
fame as the location of the most historic reurf Tents Would be set up, row after pote 21 aver the i 
communities that had the facilities, such{ f@itgrounds. Whole families can e from tniles:, ; 
Grounds, also entertained. That included tH Ut all week, Women folks met othiers 
lief Corps, The youngsters enjoyed: th 2 
What would be equivalent to the conyen| band music and the fife-and-dram performances, i 
organized chamber of commerce would, at Promotors of these meetings had to collect contribution 
was called "The Old Soldiers' Reunion,” |} the sessions underway. They were seldom self-sustaining, Sc 
made it easier to hold successful reunions, would chip in willingly. They may have had an angles -such: 


le, 
ag. 


initials, "G. A. R." and "G, O. P,," May! supplying i : aes ¢ 
! pplying live chickens and other supplies for the cook-outs,Some: | ., 

"eae wens but there was a close relatlansty cuidi decline <<One who tefused to donate had observed) thatthe |! J 
ny well-conducted reunion provided an average delegate brought only one shirt and one two-dollar'bilies’ | ° 
pratory. Some would be of the type des did not change either--all week. feb | Se 


bloody shirt." Enthusiastic speakers might 
ically his comrads "Fit, bled and died, "t 
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Side-lights of the reunions, like unto other conventions, added.to.} 
the gaiety of the events. Sleeping out, either on a canvas cot of. | 
on a fleke of straw covered with a blanket, just might present 
hazards. Some considered precautionary measttes in order. FawE 
talities from snake bites seldom, if ever, occured, Mees hte 

Old veterans attending would try hard to be young again, They |* 
liked to Stay up'late--and to keep others awake, It was a standard, 
“Nocturnal episode to attempt to connect "Joe" and his imaginary | 

lost, strayed or stolen mule, Some leather-lunged prankster would. }), 
shout, "Oh Joe?" Then, from the far side of the camp ground, the 
answer wouldring out--"Here's your mule, " This would be tepeat=" |! 
ed at frequent intervals, with the response coming from all die 
tections. That mule surely got around, a 

History has left many hidden mysteries-- "Who sruck Billy Pat= 
terson?" “What became of Charlie Ross?” "How old-was Ann?" 
"Who shot Jake Lingle--and Why?" and, locally, "Who put the 
basketballin the upraised palm of Santa Claus?" When: the’ mooters 
get thru mooting over other moot questions-=Did Joe ever find’ thar’ 
mule?" eee 

As the "G, A.R." will encamp no more, that, too, h 
temain a mystery, But, the old timers had a lot of fun=- 
deserved it, ; 
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Mack, ‘at one time, demonstrated that his interest in youngster) 3 de ge 7 oe fo - ¢ Gapamaes 
SP id not end with his friendly greeting. When a bit too youmgite,go} ° PE OR OO gS a8 _ Bae a 
Across the street to school, one youngsters, like others, Would}; » MES 59 z 3 eo® ee 
climb trees. By some mishap, one ieg got wedged in a crotch or 8 3 2 ae = 8 é ae - 2 a Be 3 
; Se eo ORE 729 89, wl Ring 
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a low branch of the tree. It just would not come loose. Straining 8k 4s Q a =e ist e @ he Pa 
and squirming failed)to release it, The horrible consequences of UB go 8 Ga) z as “ 2. Bee 
this entafiglement ‘included!a slow death by starvation, Or, there 3 = ags $5 8 g ei Pad 2 
was the horrible alternative of having hungry buzzards pick en- Se OZ og he 2 One Of o£ i 
tirely bare; the bones of this slight frame. They would have been g g £ a2 S & eee BBs 
fear starvation, % 8 S oe B8 obo 3% 
An appeal for help attracted “Grandpa” Hammack, He could Boe : o oF 
pus “his cane up high enough to free the skinny thy from*its im- = &S 3 rs 
pga No starvation, No buzzards, Good old "Grandpa" s é ac 
Hammack, $ om, ° 
Older and wiser citizens would know more, and might care more S 2 3 if 
about the distinction and success attained in legal circles by the Om S-da 
fiendily old jurist, At any rate, he knewehow to handle dairy cat- 3 3 S s 
‘tle. Just a fair smattering of information on the dairy farming © otc 
subject indicates that kindness toward the stock is essential to ae) aE 
success, Hammack should have been eminently successful. He 7 ms 3 
\oved the brutes, and made pets of them, Bi << 


Whether it was his hobby, his avocation of his way of life, Ham- 


mack kept a herd of Jerseys, purebreds, aristocrats of that proud 
breed, 


them, 


eding of the open range, Owners of cows that looked like they 
were part Jersey had something to brag about, 

Hammack would proudly convoy what seems like a dozen or so 
of his price cattle thru town, He lived, anddliad his big cow bain 
at the Masonic Temple location. His pasture* 
Beaucou--down Bullwinkle way. “Hammack “would walk the 


the route, surrounded by his docile pets He would call each one 
Gy Gee. 2nd cach would step for “~~“~~“sslittle demonstration of 
it. Se 28 = Se 


zt ee 
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To those who were mature, pack in the cigher-ia 
would have been know, respectfully, as Judge Lewis Hammack, of 
as "Squire," another term that is not applied any more, But, to 
- the "small-fry." who than traversed Mulberry street, and there were 
many of them, hé was known affectionately as "Grandpa" Ham- 
mack, There were many of these youngsters, clattering over the 
wooden sidewalk, because that is where they went to school. . 
Primary pupils have shorter hours than older students--like having 
a strong union, When the “chart class" tykes were released, 
chances were that "Grandpa" would be out on the walk to greet 
them. He had a hearty welcome for all. Each little brat would 
extend a grimy paw to shake hands with the affable old yeterant 
They would swarm around him with the enthusiastic chatter’of.an ¢~ 


"Atom" baseballteam witha ten-run lead, They all loved "Giand- 
pa” Hammack, 


ee baa? 
May have suggested the idea that the man who mae Oa 

folks so much would belong in the same age, Glass w th Moses or 
other dignitaries on the Sunday school cards. Now, if still around, }; 


he might be oonsidering retirement. 
The big black walnut tree is no longer standing, south Of - 
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At that time, most milk cows, and there were many of 
were only a few generations removed from the chance 
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To those who were mature, pack in the re 
would have been know, respectfully, as Judge Lewis Hammack, ot 
as "Squire," another term that is not applied any more, But, to 

- the "small-fry:' who than traversed Mulberry street, and there were 
many of them, hé was known affectionately as "Grandpa" Ham- 

*%mack. There were many of these youngsters, clattering over the 

J wooden sidewalk, because that is where they went to school. 3 
Primary pupils have shorter hours than older students--like having 
strong union, When the “chart class” tykes were released, 
chances were that "Grandpa" would be out on the walk to greet 
them. He had a hearty welcome for all, Each little brat would 
extend a grimy paw to shake hands with the affable old veteran, 
They would swarm around him with the enthusiastic chatter"of. an Z- 


Atom" baseballteam witha ten-run lead. They all loved “Giand- 
pa” Hammack, q 
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“Breeding of the open range, Owners of cows that looked like they 
were part Jersey had something to brag about. 
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| Modern youngsters, here in town, and even in many rural homes, 
. _4om¢ experiences that older éitizen enjoyed--or endured, 


Practice years ago. Many, but not eve 3 Zs 
big bam and a specious cowlot for the family "2g, oMe or more big gob:of it in a bowl, and putting it 
milk” cows, and, 10 season, 3 few hogs, fattening for butchering exactly “Emily Post, " It looked much 
ume. That, one might bbserve, contributed something to the ‘d in the mold+-like butter to take to | 
local atmosphere, iT Moulds, too, were distinctive, One - 
clover leaf, a cow's head, or a sheaf 
"se butter designs served as trademarks, 
* the product of a whole herd was pros 


- Moreover, keeping a cow or two, for domestic dairy demands, 
‘was’ not limited to the farms and the sma}l towns. Mrs. O'Leary 
kept 3 cow, and that, they say, was when Chicago had been built 
up clear oyt page the lumberyard. : 
Not every small town family kept a cow, The ones that did sold 
Surplus milk to neighbors--at about six quarts for a quarter. Some 


who rather fancied their own skill in 
ottage cheese, Then, it was clabber 
ch sounds more like the. stuff stnell- 
cheese--making processes involyed 
\Ro order on file here for any of it, 
Y to be expecially important, The, | 
\ pressed into a bag-~a flour sack | 
_ Yan Lake" would no longer show, 
\ 4 to be tied out on a-limb of the | 
{ ip enough to need tieing, 
ad. 


sl 

NV : 
; se era ication that the home product 
i Y. The flies liked it, : 
4 that! pasteurized nor homogenized--and. | 
home vitamins--did taste different, The’ 


"hei™ve had a better tasts, tosome, The 
the nemay have had More-zest to it than 


easier, today. Maybe so--but itis a lot 
ool Eve he stipper market, 
} timersoid barn loft, for some of us old- 
fea ANd, there would be the big, cobwebby hay a 
_ fant about the aroma of newmown hay--if he 


= arqund to feed a lot of hungry stock, But, after all, the old time} s ; a 


| The barn was a Recessity. It presented sanitation problems, Clean. 
ing the old dirt floored cow stall was Not like flushing off a con- 
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churn casher up and down mud Never end, Housewives had their 


Own technique for working the globs of yellow into table butter, 
| / Some were more liberal with salt. = 


For ‘common ‘everyday family table butter, with some, it was 
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big bam and 2 spacious cowlot for the family neg 
milk’ cows, and, in season, 9 fe 
me, That, one m 

_ local atmosphere, 


just a matter of slapping a big go 
on the table. That wa 
Nicer when it had been 
the store to trade, Butter moulds, 

might leave the outline of a clover lea 
of grain, On the market, these butter d 


bof itin a bowl, and putting it 
§ Not exactly "Emily Post, "It looked much 
pressed in the mold--like butter to take to 


too, were distinctive, One 
f, a cow's head, or a sheaf 


lesigns served as trademarks, 

of the farm homes where the product of a whole herd was pro- 
cessed, 

Then, there were those wh 

making what is now called cottage cheese. Then, it was clabber 


Moreover, keeping: 9 cow or two, for domestic d, ’ 
baw, Lot limited to the farms and the small towns, 
kept a cow, and that, they say, was when Chicago | 
up clear out past the lumberyard, ; 

Not every smal town family kept a cow, The one: 
surplus milk to neighbors--at abc quar 
may have held that owning a milk cow--(milch cow, 

Ice, y have signif 
Dairy products, ptocessed in the home, may have bec 
better than the commercial supply. The 
Facilities for keeping cows in town formed an impt" 


" would no longer show, 
Then, the sackful of the stuff had to be tied out on a-limb of the 
peach tree to drip, It seemed strong enough to need tieing, 

Tastes differ, There was one indication that the home product 
called schmear kaese was good. The flies liked it, 
| Maybe the milk that was not pasteurized nor homogenized--and 
that nobody claimed had added vitamins--did taste different, The’ 
home churned butter may have had a better tasts, tosome, The 
"heimgemacht schmear kases” may have had more zest to it than 
the neat packets of cottage cheese today. Maybe so--but it is a lot 
easier to shop the dairy cases at the supper market, 

Even clambering up into the old barn loft, for some of us old= 
' timers, would mean a lot of effort-- waisted, 


mat Crete floor. The water for the cows had to be pum) ' 
well, and carried, One without experience in that ta 
, 4mazed to observe how many candy buckets full of wat 
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@ farm, with some, 
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That practice of keeping family milk cows here in towil Has its 
advantages as well as its objectionable features 


. Cows required an} 
abundance of pasture land, Some of the old residenters provided 
it, 


4go, and to recall incidents of interest about them, would ‘wie to ' 
s » Cow owners, lacking 
such facilities, could obtain grazing rights, And a cow pastire, 
rented always was considered public domain. "Keep Cniguslses, af 
any, were meaningless, = Be 
On the north, the Hincke pasture was availa 
the standard fee--and “to.picnicers and Toy. 
There was a place, not far from "Creame 
Played ball. That was in the string ball 


bricks ‘and mortor on his head, had tha 
and began his endless sleep: there; 
An, 


Fe was pasture land east of. the 
‘Main street-Nashville. rbad to us 


the cteamery to the w. C.&W. tracks, An f 


The area known as the Victory: Addition, 
area, on east, that was Smith's pasture, 
taxesand fence Tepairs, caused no coupon- 
pasture. projects “were Probably unprofi 
cattle had toveat, “4 ; 

The Rice Eaton pasture, - 
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That practice of keeping family milk cows here in town has its 
advantages as well as its objectionable features, Cows required an 
penance of pasture land, Some of the old residenters provided 
re 
Any effort to recall all of the pastures available hereabouts 
880, and to recall incidents of interest about them, would Je 
errors, For one dollar Per Cow per month, cow owners. Jacl 
such facilities, could obtain grazing tights. And a 
tented always was considered public domain, 
any, were meaningless, 


league, Some kids learned how to swim in’ the old pond 


Tt was pasture land east 

Main street-Nashville. road 

theycieamery to the W.C 

Hales had acreage “that ei 

same name. The Hales-~1 

Cotrectnames do not come=up: 

» Grass in’ that pasture may hi 

that which grew elsewhere, 

; than that which flowed into ¢ 
ke. At least, that water seeme 


winkle" to East Water street, From thet highway, then "DuQuoin 
Road," Roe's pasture extended southward to "Oklahoma." Rose- 
dale has been built up all over that area. Most any’ old timer 
could come up with Many stories about that area and things that 
areas and things that happened there, It was commonly called 
"Roe's Grove, " Well worn paths criss-crossed it, When more people 


walked more, the short route between "Oklahoma" and the bisi=_ 
Hess section was called "Thru the Grove. " ' mY 

In winter, there were good places to coast in "Roe's Grove, " 
eighth-grade was dismissed for Coasting one afternoon, The man= 
agement of the school blamed the furnace. Turning off the steam 
and opening the north and west windows thru the noon intermission 
may have had some influence on the decision to dismiss, 


Old timers played football there, in season, And, that was when 
the game was Mayhem, No shoulder pads and such, Long hair, 
usually parted in the middle, had to do for helmets, “ 


Mining operations, years a 
attracted the early settlers, 
The area known as the Victo 
area, on east, that was Smith’ 
taxes'and fence Tepairs, caused 
pasture projects “were | proba 
, cattle had toveat, om 
4 The” Rice Eaton “pasture, 


The Diamondtown sector was Gieser's pasture, For a season Orso, | - 
‘ z it provided facilities for baseball, It was Not a fancy park, butit” 
See re was the home of baseball at its best A tilt between the DuQuo: 
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Pastures, rented to the public, may have been poorsources of |). 
net revenue for landowners, but the public, it many ways, exer- |) 
cised the right to the “pursuit of happiness, " 
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Nobody would give a hoot--even half a hoot--to read about what 


this observer experienced, and liked, or didn't like, at the 105th }- 
renewal of the Perry County Fair. Before that ancient and honora- 


‘ble institution was halfas old as it is now, there were some features |’ 


of the annual event that many might like to see again--but never 
will. 

It was thrilling to watch the old town band, in full uniform march 
all the way from the public square; execute a militarily precise 
lefttumn at the main gate and follow the shady lane to the pagada- 
like bandstand in the centerficld--playing almost continuously. 
After every heat of every race, all afternoon, the band gave out 


with the old favorites, — 


It was not always local talent. The management booked bands 
from other towns, at times--and could count upon several coach 
loads of visitors to follow their own home town aggregations. That 


increased the fairground population, Z 

At noon, this year, the centerfield, and the area around the east} 
side of the track, was not dotted over with tablecloths spread out | 
on the grass, Nobody dragged out copper washboilers and bushel 
baskets full of food, and called in all the relatives and friends who 
could find room to hanker down and eat their fill of the best food 
ever offered. 

What is known in the trade as "grease joints" were provided in 
abundance, but "Ol' Johnny Cookemgood, " with his sign displaying 
fishes intertwined, was nowhere to be found, 

The celebrated Malone candy--an inimitable product, and as 
asurgery ward--that was available--has been, as far back as some 
can remember, But--the man who pulled the taffy from the hook, 
nailed to a tree, he was not around. Whatever percentage of dust, 
flyspecks and what-have-you that concoction contained--it was 
mouth-watering. It was good, even if you boughtit at a bargain 
price, Friday evening, and the waxed paper stuck to it. 

And, it would be futile to find a-vacant spot along the racetrack 


fence to watch the stock parade. The band would lead the way, ||” 


from: the drawgate on the home stretch to the back stretch gap, It 


might take two strong men to manhandle an irate Jersey bull along} : 


the route, but they would make it. Youngsters felt highly honored 
i 
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Nobody would give a hoot--even half a hoot--to read about what 
this observer experienced, and liked, or didn't like, at the 105th 
renewal of the Perry County Fair. Before that ancient and honora~ 


‘ble institution was halfas old as it is now, there were some features |' 


of the annual event that many might like to see again--but never 
will, 

It was thrilling to watch the old town band, | 
all the way from the public square; execu! 
leftturn at the main gate and follow the shad 
like bandstand in the centerfield--playin; 
After every heat of every race, all afternc 
with the old favorites; ~~ : 

It was not always local talent, The man 
from other towns, at times--and could co 
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mouth-watering, It was good, even if yo , = beer permit, in < the old days, was worth ‘ave hance 
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| of rooms during the fair, Drysdale 
the ensuing week, he was doomed 


‘med, expressed their horror at the 


Of the preceeding effusions appearing beneath this by-line, some 
may well have been ¢lassified as chapters in a collection of 
sketches titled “Unimportant People I have Known, " There have 
been exceptions--like the one about Romain Proctor, world famous 
as the dean of pupetteers. “Proc” has since passed to his reward, 

And--there was--still is--"Old Dope, " He never was and never 
will be a “Dope, “in any sense of the word. "The Dope Bucket-- 
by Dry, " has, for many years, identified a superb sports column in 
The Illinois State Journal, It is a daily stint of Robert Drysdale, 
veteran sports editor of that venerable, publication, 

Some of us "knew him when--" as an energetic and ambitious 
sports reporter on the paper of which he has been an important 
partfor many years.» Any sport, from tiddy-winks to Grand Circuit 
harness racing ishis specialty. You name the sport, he knows about 
it. ‘ = ; 

What brought Drysdale back to mind was a recent account of aj, 
big. testimonial dinner’ in his honor--39 years at the same sports 
desk. Sport entnusiasts gave him a bronze replica of his celebrated 
"Dope Bucket, " properly inscribed, 

Willie Mays has been quoted as observing that a baseball player 
must have the mind of maturity to know the game--and the heart 
of a boy to really enjoy playing it. “Dry” has never lost his boyish 
enthusiasm for any sport, But--he is at his best when he is covering 
harness racing. Since the retirement of the famed Gahagan bro- 
thers, turf specialists, retained for years by the Grand Circuit, 
search sports sections as you may, you will find no turf writer 
handling harness racing news and comment better than "The Dope 
Bucket--by Dr. "With him, a horse is an individual--a perso- 
nality--not an "It" not a "Which, " but a "Who, " 

Among the notables appearing soon atthe Du Quoin State Fair, 
is precedent is followed, "Dope Drysdale" will have the seat of 
honor--in the track-side press box. He rated any sports press box 
seat he wanted at Springfield thirty-odd years ago--and still does, 
No one will match his accounts of what takes place. After all, he 
has handled turf news longer than the Hambletonian has been in 
the news, 4 

Achance coffee-table sessions with "Dry" one Sunday.A.M, pre- 
ceeding the Du Quoin fair may serve to illustrate his ever-ready 
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Of the preceeding effusions appearing beneath she 
may well have been classified as chapters in i 
sketches titled "Unimportant People I have Known 
been exceptions--like the one about Romain Proctor, 
as the dean of pupetteers. "Proc" has since passed tc 

And--there was--still is--"Old Dope, " He Even 
will be a "Dope, " in any sense of the word. "The « 
by Dry, " has, for many years, identified a superb sp 
The Ilinois State Journal, Itis a daily stint of Re 
veteran spotts editor of that venerable, publication, 

Some of us "knew him when--" as an energetic : 
sports reporter on the paper of which he has been 
partformany years,» Any sport, from tiddy-winks a 
harness racing is his specialty. You name the sport, 
ean brought Drysdale back to mind was a recet 
big testimonial dinner in his honor--39 years art 
desk. Sport entnusiasts gave him a bronze replica of 
"Dope Bucket, " properly inscribed, , x 

Willie Mays has been quoted as observing that 4_ 
must have the mind of maturity to know the game 
of a boy to really enjoy playing it, "Dry" has neve 
enthusiasm for any sport. But--he is at his best whel 
harness racing, Since the retirement of the famec 
thers, turf specialists, 
search sports sections as you may, you will fin 
handling harness racing news and comment better t 
Bucket--by Dr. “With him, a horse is an individ 
nality--not an "It" not a "Which, " but a "Who, 

Among the notables appearing soon atthe Du Q' 
is precedent is followed, "Dope Drysdale" will hi 
honor--in the track-side press box. He rated any's 
seat he wanted at Springfield thirty-odd years ago-- 
No one will match his accounts of what takes place, 
has handled turf news longer than the Hambletonia 
the news, 

A chance coffee-table sessions with "Dry" one Sunc 
ceeding the Du Quoin fair may serve to illustrate 
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wit, Talk turned to the scarcity of rooms during the fair, Drysdale 
announced, dolefully, that, for the ensuing week, he was doomed 


_tosleepina bam, Some, uninformed, expressed their horror at the | 
thought, When he explained that his quarters would be in the i 
Hayes stables, pity turned to envy. \ 
The fun-=loving sports enthusiast could--and would-=come up 
with some wise crack under any circumstance, One that comes 
to mind had a historic connection, It marked the end of an era, 
"Governor's Day," at the Illinois State Fair, always did call for 
a lot of pomp and ceremony, Now, back when Len Small was the 
governor, (business of stroking the long grey beard, ) he and his | 
party would parade to the grandstand on horseback, The old boy 
would let his mount, somebody's showhotse, rare up and walk on j 
his hind legs, He could bow and wave his wide-brimed hat and | 


grin like he enjoyed it. The director. fair Manager, and all the 
members of the board who could stay on.a horse took part in the 
procession, 
Came the administration of the late L. L. Emmerson--and came ss 
"Govemor’s Day." Plans had to be made--and revised, "Lou" 
would have no part whatever in any equestrian performance, That’/ ] 
veto nobody tried to over-rid ‘So--to do the job up right salty | { 
like--somebody~came... up witha “coach-and-four" idea, Some- 
one provided a vehicle of the type depicted in connection with 
Sporting events in England, -Drivers, whipper-uppers, footmen, 
out-riders and such were all dolled up in monkey suits, They were | 
really putting it on for the new governor, 
This impressive outfit came to a halt in front of the grandstand, 
The enthusiastic standing ovation was to be staged when "His ex- 
cellancy" and party appeared in the stands, and occupied the 
ornamented box, One of the monkey-suited gentlemen in waiting 
set up a little portable stairway for the "royal" descent, The sheer 
showmanship of this innovation in proceedure seemed to awe the 
the assembled multitude into absolute, tespectfill silence, The 
presentation of The Lord Mayor of London would not have been | | 
more dignified. There was not a sound, 


Then, the "lackey" in the monkey suit-presumably some pre- 

cinct committeeman--retrieved his collapsable steps and re- 
mounted his proud perch at the rear of the coach, From his point i 
of vantage in the press box, Drysdale observed the impressive | | 
Proceedings. Before the assembly broke tne Silence, Drysdale. 
piped up. "Home Jymes." The pressbox titter developed into 
bellylaughs--and the crowd just plain roared, ; ; 

Come. next "Governor's Day, " open cars carried the party--The 
Horse had passed from the scene, 

Yea--Drysdale has seen'em come andhehasseen'em go. When | 
he covers up his battered "language mill" for the last time, there 
will be many who will regret it, deeply; : 
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The Illinois Bar Journal called upon the county clerk for a picture | 
of the county ‘Court house, and some information about it That 
editor asked for some details concerning its long history, and re- 
lated information, The request was relayed to this old "recollecy 
tor," That editor was asking for it, What he May or may Not see 
fit to print may do well enough for a few issues of this column, 
So--here goes: 


The Perry County court house, in Pinckneyville, Ill. 
on the front cover of the Illinois Bar Journal, as it appears today, 
This’ building, remodeled and enlarged in 1939, can trace its an- 
Ucedence back to 1827, when the county was established. 

Old records indicate that a committee of three, at the request of 
fe. see petitioning citizens, designated the northeast quarter of section 
| 24, township 5 south, r. 


ange 3 west of the third principal meridian, 
as the best location for the county seat. 


Unrecorded history concerning this selection relates that the set- 
Uers assembled to discuss the location problem. The story is that 


they gathered at "The Big Spring, " later known as Hale's Spring, 
and enjoyed a big picnic with all 


the trimmings to celebrate that 

important event, . ; “ey 
This mass meeting, naturally, lacked unity. Three factions fay- : 

ored as many locations for the seat of justice then in prospect. To : Z 
settle the matter, it was agreed to let each group set a stake where | 33 
they thought the ‘Court house should be built, All favoring each | 
location were directed to tally around to be counted-=majority 
would rule, Se eee 
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The county board took over 20 acres of the ares 
a public square anda series of lots. When they starté(y 
in 1828, they stipulated that each one had to brings 
$5, 00--sort of a restricted district, so to speak, = 


(3) 
The first court house was constructed adjacent & 


square, on the lot now occupied by the First National 
built of hewn logs and had a puncheon floor and a clap—-=.< 1v0l, 
It had one door and one window. This project-burdened the tax- 
payers to the extent of $54, 00, and some may have called that 
extravagant. 
By the fall of 1837, the county had so grown and prospered that 
a mew court house had been completed, It was near the center of 
the public square. This was a two-story brick building, 43 feet 
square, ‘The cost was all of $1,765. 00. That structure served its 
purpose until “1850, Then, a more pretentious edifice, 46 by 36 
and two. stories high cost $7, 500. 00. In 1879, the building that 
was enlarged and remodeled in 1939, called for an expenditure of 
$9,742. 00--and that was probably considered exhorbitant at that ¢ 
ime. } 
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Courts of justice have been “begun and holden" in the séveral 
court houses in Pinckneyville for around a century and a third, 
Many legal lights have matched their wits before the local bar of 
justice, The yellowed records may bear evidence that famous 
personalities came from distant points to practice their profession 
here, However, our own Southern Illinois has produced outstanding 
leaders in all ifnes, the law included, 

Legal training and experience serve Many men as stepping stones 
to great achievements. One JohmA, Logan was a lawyer, anda 
familiar figure on the local scene. Although he lived in the ad~ 
Joining counties, Franklin and Jackson, he was around Pinckney- 
ville enough to be made a Mason here, As a member of congress 
and as a United States senator, Tepeatedly, Logan's record may} 
have been no greater than that of Many others. No one else in 
history bears the title "The greatest volunteer general the nation 


the annals of politics, Logan would have became Vice-President 
in 1884, ‘And, if he had--who knows? 


Southern Illinois has produced its full quota of top-flight orators, 
Wm, Jennings Bryan was around, at times, but not as an attorney 
at the bar, Robert G, Ingersol, some say the greatest of them all, 


gtaced this circuit with his inimita 


Mmurers, He, too, went on to greater things and to wider Tecog- 
Mition, But for the fact that he was a self-styled infidel, they 


taught us long ago, he might have been President of the United 
“States, Again=-who can say? 
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Judge Geo. W. Wall, of 
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Courts of justice have been "begun and holden" in the séveral 
court houses in Pinckneyville for around a century and a third, 
Many legal lights have matched their wits before the local bar of 
Justice, The yellowed records may bear evidence that famous 
personalities came from distant points to Practice their profession 


Legal training and experience serve many men as Stepping stones 
to great achievements, One Joh; Logan was a lawyer, anda 


has ever known, " And, but for one of the stran 
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"#4, woman..drowned in Galum creek, A home was left without a 
PE deen the children, perhaps too deeply shocked or just too young 
to tealize it, suffered then the greatest loss they ever would ex= 
‘perience, af __ ene Sigs 
Even Strangets shared their sorrow, and wondered howgthey would —__—_-newawot? pringfield Fait 
"ever get along without a mother's loving care. And, for thet, 2 Mensaus ald et 
“husband and father, there was pity and compassion-~at the t' Mee Aften tale “oeda y, August 15, three ch 
The coroner's jury considered all the evidence available... vee al ah minis nt “rising and entertaining al 
was not enough, The verdict answered only four of the a = ee state é) nied Mayor 


compa , 
“queries newsmen know as "The Five W's. " ong 3 ees 5 me springfield eed 
What happened was that someone died, The cadaver, mud bespat- nerease Bre took part in Pi ae 
tered, lay before them, A worn, but carefully patched mother \ets sur- L a presentation ont aes: 
hubbard, faded from too many journeys to the tub, clung to what tance 10 ee the fair. Gov. Otto ae 
had been attractive contours, Slimy strands of the green scum that @ ened: the afternoon be ye 
‘ formsyon stagnant pools in dog days festooned the braids of hair acreased oe about six towns ae 58 Pati 
that lay aeross the bony shoulders, There was ample evidence that ese eal and central Be aetna 
the ee was, defunct, Pee nte yesente 
Who the lady: was went down in the records on the testimony. \ and fed i seeer unleon! eons 
the. one who was:or should have been best qualified to identtfy.the’ rea. Pinckneyville talent NS jim 
body--the husband, “who, between drinks, moaned with sorrow. ae Hayes atee ementioned young ae Bill 
Where the tragedy occured was also from the statement of the coin, and stewart, Terry Masters, AA dt 
rin han uy stewart, The pier a 
ee fee the race. ng the cheerleading FT 
man so suddenly bereaved, supported by the older children, It was lied with pans during pinckneyvil 
he expressed it, "Up yon way from the wagon ford, maybe half-a: in during P cualibell game. Peetead~ 
quarter, where the creek runs close up to that high bank, and make. The trio had special ¢ by t 
a bend." The water would be deeper there, business- ing outfits made for ae ies 
When this happened)»the same source testified, was "Along ir ag for the net City Maniacs aan tes 
the shank of the evenin'--after sundown-=nigh onto dark," The ny. According to a ee 
coroner inserted the date --A, D, | 


nt mgt.» © 
genres, Pinee-tickling length 


t, d, that frequently important"Why?" 
That left, unanswere: at frequently importan y were © bee Oke: they 


“Pieced together from the stories told, a general account of what Vote being only 1 a, with 
liad happened revealed that it had been a family swimming party- Zist. had. a blue backeeean erie 
if it could be called swimming, The weather had been hot and dry aE 4 and white sue aie 
for days and weeks, The surviving pafent'said that he had planned aist. band was ane aides 
the party for the children, by way of relaxation and relief from its of eae Hig red button on th 4 
the oppressive heat, He said he knew "his woman" would go along, years cee People who witnesse 
as she was “always fussin' after all the younguns--like a old dom- EMGLINGUES 
inecker hen with one chicken, " 

His story went on to relate that the children were content to 
paddle in the shallow water, near the ford, where it was safe 
enough, As he was watching them, he said, the mother, out of 
modesty and the fear that someone might come along, waded on 
up the creek and out of sight, around the bend, That, he repeat- 
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for days and weeks, The surviy 
the party for the children, | 
the oppressive heat, He said he 
as she was "always fussin' afte: 


inecker hen with one chicken, " 
His story went on to relate 


paddle in the shallow water, 


enough, As he was watching 
Modesty and the fear that som 
up the creek and out of sight, around the bend, 


te ht ape 


ed, perhaps too many times, weet ‘Tast he saw of her, 

The sheriff scanned the tes.nony. Men who wear a badge and 
try to do their duty grow suspicious, They often take on tasks that 
they might easily avoid. To this zealous minion of the law, the 
whole story smelled. To begin with, he knew his Galum creek, 
and all the others 'round about, -He-knew how long the weather 
had been hot and dry. He who treads the paths of the creek bottom , 


timberlands in squirrel season knows the places a long step enables 
one to cross Galum dry shod. This was well upstream--above the 
places where the larger branches empty into Big Galum. He knew | 
that, in the deepest pools, the water, at this season, would not be 
deep enough to swim a yearlin’ calf, : : 
This had been a fatality that did not need to be, The sheriff knew 
the outside world would know little and perhaps care less about this 
tragedy. Those involved lacked fame and fortune. There would be 
no glory gained by finding out just what had happened, and why-- 
but he considered it his job to try. At times, he said, he tried to 
let it ride that this had been an accident, but he just could not 
believe it, He knew the hazards of going swimming too soon after 
a big meal; no chance that this had happened. No one would take 
the cramps in water as warm as it would be in such a shallow pool.» 
The’ more he pondered over what had happened--~a full grown 
person drowning in such shallow water--the more firmly he be- 


|. came convineed that the woman had some help to drown, He de= 


termined to find out who would want her dead, and why— 

If, thru his efforts, someone suffered for the crime he relt so sure 
had been committed, one repetition of it might be prevented. 
Some other children might thereby avoid the loss that these young- 
sters had sustained, Satisfaction in the knowledge of an important 
job well done, he knew, is as rich a reward as anyone can earn, 
That was the reward he would try his best to earn. Someone would 
have to pay. ! 


that the children were content to 
near the ford, where it was safe 


them, he said, the Mother, out of 
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To find “out why that woman drowned in shallow water--then 
rove it, “beyond the shadow of a doubt, " that was the job the 


The coroner's report would put the bereaved husband on the 
“spot--ornear enough to provide the opportunity. The sheriff knew | 
‘he had to find a motive for the crime he was convinced had been 
commited, ; ; 
- That biblical "root of all evil" just didn't seem to fit, There was 
not much. chance thatthishad been a case of top-heavy iB in- 
surance, He sonn learned that the undertaker had checked that 
angle and drew a blank, 
The French have an expression for it, So, it looked Tike it might 
: be well to bend an ear around here and there to find out if there 
i was another woman in the case, It took but little effort to sift out 
local gossip. True enough, the family had needed some domestic 
help when the stork fluttered down on its last journey to the stricken 
home, Some said that the big bird alighted there as often as the 
tax assessor. 


The girl that had raiped out, in that annual “emergency, " was 
just grown up enough to become a domestic servant--to hire out, 
to put it in common parlance, The talk revealed that this girl had 

liked the job tight--well--as she was required to remain on the 
premises, 

If this had been an investigation that would follow the standard 
form, the sheriff would just lift the ‘phone and bark out an order 
‘to "put a tail on both of'em--around the clock, " He lacked that 
kind of help. ; 

And,» before much time had passed, the husband who had lost 
his wife so tragically, and the comely miss who had served as the 
& maid, just disappeared. It could have been coincidental, but the 
%S sheriff: was right well convinced that it was not, Now, he could 
charge the man with child~abandonment--enough excuse for an 
attempt to apprehend him, 

When young folks leave home, the sheriff reasoned, they soon 
write letters, They need a little help, or else they like to sound off 
about how well they like their new surroundings~-or think they 
‘BE _will, The sheriff always "clamed up" about just how he caputred a 
= letter from the girl--trade secret, he called it, But, he had the 
j letter, and it was a prize specimen. 

- To that untraveled girl, a rooming house in Mattoom seemed as 
far from home as a remote village in Outer Mongolia. She told 
how the “accidental” drowning had been planned, and ranted 
about how "Sweet" it was of him.to hold her under. And, as he 
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Someone else might delve into old records, That would be thi 
way to find out when this unusual case was tried in circuit court 
Anyone well informed about theatrical history would know, from 
the. testimony, that it happened long ago--when Lillian Russell wa 
on tour with*her own production, ‘ 

. And,*streamlined trains had not appeared upon the scene. Th 
edict of Hettie Greene, according to the old ballad, had not bee 
enforced, Remember that old song? "What did Hettie Greene sa 
befo' she died? Fix up dem blinds so da bums kaint ride." Bums, 
could ride “blind baggage" then, and some did, | 

i Lillian Russell's show, as it is recalled, was enroute south from} 

= St ‘Louis on what we always called the midnight train. One oy 
more, baggage cars were loaded with the scenery, property and 
costtimes for thesbig production. Shows like that were not unusual 
then--in the datger cities, Even Du Quoin's Majestic Theate, in 
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ute the odds that he would reach 


the window. That kid took’one look toward the officer approaching 
him to do his duty, and one look at the window.’ He decided 10 


take a chance. With a running leap, he almost cleared the window. 
the tree and get away or bloody up the brick walk beneatl 


When the judge had performed his duty, his little lecture: 
with a bang of the gavel and the order--"Sheriff, take 
window. 


he 


No one had much time to comp 


his sentence. 
| westside of the court room was wide open. The day was warm, 


, seated nearby, were just barely quick enough 


A few strong men, 


him down on the floor. 
back to the lockup. And, 


he soon became a contender for the champion- 


tried him, face down, 
ship of his weight class--at Pontiac, 


to grab that kid by the ankles and slam 
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Just who they got to be the needed sparing mate 
was of no particular interest. One that the scales mig) 


ified did not apply. 
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And, it might have been just as well 


had just kept their seats 


kept the kid from jumping out the window 


and let him squirsh. 
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County officials are important personalities, They occupy posit- 
ions of importance, They must, therefore, conduct themselves with 
dignity, That would be another rule to which there are occasional 
exciptions. 

some who work hard must also play hard, just to relieve the 


mounting tension, Those’ who duties involve the solmentity of 


courts of record may, at times, feel the urge to play some prank 
just to break the monotony. It might be some harmless little trick 
pulled on some other court house attache, or, ina playful mood, 
some innocent traveling salesman might become involved, That 
happened in this incident. ee ; : 

The man who called at intervals to peddle office supplies had 
been exceptionally perfistent, He may have been behind his quota, 
Anyway, he seemed to be a bit too parsimonious, It was his day to 
work. this town, then to journey on to Chester. The tip out from 
St. Louis had dumped him at the. depot with his heave sample case 
and the big cowhide valise that held his personal belongings. He 


denied Bill Duncan the thin dime it cost to ride the hack, and 
lugged his baggage the long mile to the court house 5 


The big satchel, stowed behind the stove, was Jeft gaping open, 
for no apparent reason, It was in midsummer, but thé stove stood 


unmolested--well filled with scrap paper and cigar butts, On the. 


floor, nearby, there stood a stack of bricks--useful in cold weather 


4 


Se ee eer 


as foot- warmers for the frail official: : i 
In due time, the persistent peddler ae solicitation 
around about the building, and sought relief front © oppressive | 
temperature. The official knew the salesman's guest for relief” 

would be a time-consuming process. He would undoubtedly en- | 
hance the luster of the worn brass footrail at the adjacent bar. 

He would remain there long enough to guaff several foaming ‘| 
Steins, working out intricate patterns of interlacing wet circles’on | 
the mahogany, He would take his time, My 

With a few deft movements, the official remgyed, with care, 
the salesman's weekly allotment of clean shirts, his shaving’ gear 
and such, and placed a layer of bricks in the bottom of the case 
and then tucked the stuff back in where it belonged, 

When the salesman finally returned, listing slightly to the port 
side, it was time to hasten on his way, After all, he had to walk 
another mile or so to board the evening train to chester, That 
would be at the then W.C. &w. depot--sometimes called the 
Wait, Charlie, and Walk, or the Wooden Axle, % ¥ 

When he ilifted the over-loaded satchel, he complained. about 
the weight, The official taunted him with the remark that "Father 
‘Time" and “John Barleycorn" were catching up with him, There- 
upon, he put on a show of strength, and started bravely gars 
way, Bets od 
The official, with unholy glee, visualized the salesman's journey. 
with the handicap imposed on him by the load of bricks. He ‘could 
see him changing hands, about where the board sidewalk was a’ 
bridge near Louie Weingarth’s horselot--and at inereasingly fre- 
quent intervals thereafter, He figured that, by the time he struggl- 
ed past "Squire" Breeze's place, he would want to relax in fhe 
barrell staye hammack that was stretched there in the shady yard, 
But, he would struggle on up the hill and down the track, and have | 
Jake Hyde ‘sell him a ticket on the west bound "accomodation, “ 

When that little locomotive hissed its sigh of relief at the Ghester 
depot--then just down the hill below the court house--and back a 
piece from the Eagle Packet warehouse--then that salesman would 
teallv.. have his trouble. The route between Chester-Under-The- 
Hill and Chester-Qn-The-Hill, for this wealy traveler, would be 
right up that/long flight of steep Steps--a task to tire the strongest 
man, even if ugimpeded with over-loaded luggage. 

Laboriously, the over-burdened salesman made his way to the 
Grandview, up the hill, adjacent to the court house, He had passed 
up,the old St. James, under the hill, The room he drew was one of 
the more artistic, The bowl and pitcher and the slop jar matches, 
And, whenhe stripped off to freshen up, and scrub the cinders. from 


| 
i 


his ears, “he dug into the satchel that had been.éo heavy when he |, 


Started and) heavier as his journey continuéd, Then he found it 
paved with brick, eed 
Some jokes can backfire like an old beatup Modet' ‘%, the irate 
Salesman tipped the porter for a supply of wrappi 
cord. He hunted up the most impressive label in his 
“and: fixed up one nice heavy package for the ma) 
pulled the trick, jai #5 Ps ae. a aes Sat 
Next day, the ‘playful county offiéer accepted dP fnptessive 
looking express. package==G,0/D, He. could still watin His: feet, 
come winter," bof ee 
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“Court Week,." even now, may have some Meaning for county 
officials and court house attaches. They have added duties when 
the courts convene, Casual observers of the Passing scene may note 
the presence of a few more attorneys, lugging brief cases, and 

| surmise-thatcourt is in session, but people not involved are uncon- 


chiseemed mii igger then, people seemed g2a8 B26i 3 sees 28 o 
to stand around and Visit, renew acquaintanees, or just EA < = we o2 eo ge ae q a 
wninthe cool shade and whittle, swap yarns--and pocket} g g Bg og ee aici we 8658 
ground was bare and smooth, up near the court Howe: 2 8 aos Fo 8 © sot x4 = 
for marble games, Salt water spilled from the big | & we 3 gHOR gs ‘5 og ae Ey 
tr sezers that functioned at the frequent "Ice cream Socials" and | 8-4 gs 3 95 = 3 Spee a as A oe 
helped to keep down the. natural growth of | aS 5 = cf a 3 3 oe a8 Orca 3 
itation, Nice Place, B8ans @ 3 So eae a So = 
Wi The jafler's wife, in those days, had to know when court was to 5 5 a3 ee ss a w O78 —— po HS a 
‘Know when court was to convene, and stock up on supplies, In Seg Ss fs as Seog g8 = 3 
addition to feeding prisoners, she had to operate a part-time board-| 4 g Ga 0 = a8 tore = S82 a s 
ing houses-and be teady to feed the Jury upon demand, Some |> 23% a ee so 8 ie 2 aus = 
claimed that her good cooking could wield a lot of influence on Rog BeRoS 2.34 a a G > ov. 
any jury. When she came up with an exceptionally good big. pot iF Bos £3 Raf 0 Eo 2. eo ‘9 j 
fill of chicken and dumplings, the "twleve good men and true" | S43 gE ab abe 24 3 a 2 a 8 3 8 5 
Hook that into consideration along with the testimony placed bee BS eo? ey Toss Hest Pas & 
{) fore’ them. In their solemn deliberations, they would unanimously 2 2 eae! 3 cog og", = een OE 
| agree’ to disagree long enough to clip the county for as many of A. @ 293 a4 Bee = Pe 8 ° 3 S ac ce 
such feeds as they were able to obtain, Sos aera :| ay Chobe gs & 
y Court. officials, in spite of all of their impressive dignity, would ge eaae B38 q ges g Se sy 
! have’ their lighter moments. All appreciate relief from tension 9 8833 Be Qos oe Sao Ue 
Although beset with serious problems and faced with obligations:to 14%, 7 | gsué a g8 ygvuges ee 
tender important decisions, they, like other, liked to have, aj litte: Gi 6 242 5 86 Sb > & a y 
fun, oe Nai ios re ers & =o Fee fe oto oF 
Gollege. students, at times, had to undergo unpleasant hazing in 2 & Pe B g = 8 Se o 3 3 ee oie a2 é 
F : : sq 0 doy 8 of 
( brderto belong, A rooky roundhouse callboy might be directed ona | & eae Sea ee Se 2 i erat 


UtHe round of boiler rooms at distant points, lugging a heavy can 
» Ordinary coaloil to exchange for an urgently needed supply of 
ight oil." Before becoming . aa firmly established printer's 
{devi in any print shop, the beginner might be sent to the op- 
| Pesition shop to borrow "Italic" quads, or a chase stretcher, Aiid, 
hevalwyas had to learn to scan the form in search of "type lieéy? 


seine te “otherwise solemn temple of justice, a beginner bai- 

iffor perhapia' neWassistant to the clerk of the court, had to under- 
||. go his intfation It tnight become a little bit embarrasiing to 
and loWer his estimate of his fiew found importancesy but he 
would not die from it, "iy : 
dagcould happen that.cbiite indé 
Cveteptesent .crdwde of }; 


ra 


VHB 1s woulgéBe ealled out from 

gf Totiecent bystandges for jury duty,, ot 
POSSEDLy ae% witness tif some ii tion, That taayshave be seiuhy, 
some” of “the mani A ESEGO “A¥Outid Wergiere, A few dollars 
earned that way wouldigeme’in hands. eS 2 
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y in court--a part of our great her- 
eed it. But then, there is that Story 


about the’ citizen who relinguished:that privilege=-He-did-so will= 
Tt was upon advise of counsel, He May have pondered over 


This individual may not have been an exemplary character, Test= 


wueny of the arresting officer, substantuiated by that of various, 
‘assorted witnesses for the prosecution, would imply that ie had 


h€@na little on the unethical side, 


all of the details about how he 
af a little job of stealing. 


The attorney for the defense knew it looked bad for his client, f 
ine evidence sounded too convincing, He might manage to get ie ar as Togaa 
some of the witnesses a bit confused, on cross examination, but as appeared 
‘ve \ jury just looked like one that was teady to convict the man in 


‘pite of all that he could do, 


{was all true enough that he had a bevy of character witnesses; 

and all were well rehearsed. They had 

known the defendant many years. They were willing to testify, 
vnder oath, that, thruout the years, they had never seen hi 

candy from a baby; filsh acorns from a blind sow, or pilfer pennies 
“ff of the eyelids of his dead mother, 


ail lined up for action, 


The court room was well filled 
entilation as the open windows 
lain hot-stifling, 


nd, the portly ‘bailiff, his chair tilted against the wall beside the 


ood in the isles, and leaned against the walls, 


Even*the judges sees 


The judge and jury hadsheard 
had been apprehended in the midst - 


t of the Illinois 
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ing, was well blocked by spectat 
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The attorney had his own record to defé 


And, it WAS, firmly in the record 
act--with te goods on, It did look 
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Te ingly, 


Tt was upon advise of counsel, He may have pondered over 


ibe problem about 'a second, 


This individual may not have been an exemplary character, Teste! 


assorted witnesses fdr the 
been-a little on the unethical side. 
ail of the details about how he had b: 
ofa little job of Stealing. 

The attorney for the defense knew it lo. 
ine evidence sounded too convincing, H 
some of the witnesses a bit confused, on 
‘ve \jury just looked like one that was teady 
‘pite of all that he could do, ‘ 

{was all true enough that he had a bevy 
ail lined up for action, and all were we] 
known the defendant many years, They \ 

_ vtder oath, that, thruout the years, they hai 
candy from a baby; filsh acorns from a blind 
Af of the eyelids of his dead mother, 


the court room was well filled with interes} 


*ood in the isles, and leaned against the wal 
enulation as the open windows might proyic 
‘ain hot-stifling, Evenvthe judges seeined te 
id, the portly ‘bailiff, his chair tilted again 


, door, slooked like he might have hadiathard ni 

it hatd tOsstrugele thru the day, 

The defendant, @ Mild mannered individual, y 
law felfGalled upon to manacle or shackle, 
long table. He was having his day. His friend: 
general run of court house loafers could see him 
Attorney he had retained, Even the single door 
hallway into the front part of the court room, 


ing, was well blocked by spectators--his pote 
"cheering section, " 2 

The Attorney had his own record to defend=*as 
And, it was. firm 


act--with Te goods on, It did look bad. 


The able defender ti 
hitm@Alittle cash and 
indil@ate directions 
he had*directed the 


ptoed over to the half-dozj 
whispered some instruction 


Minion of the.law to buy a 
ver on Walnitit Street--anc 


and” perhapscool. off“ bit, as he would not by 


fmony of the arresting officer, substantuiated by that of m. | 
prosecution, would imply thatie had 
The judge and jury had:heard 


y in the record that he had | 


to the west and south. It de} 


A if i - 1 would 
Ty say, to a departure, Therefore, if it please the court, Iw 


atto d 
felt like he too was bout to pass out. The attorney. p. FOR 
brief intermission--in order that he might consult with additio 
witnesses, and for a brief respite from the heat. - The court 
granted the request, banged his gavel, and sought such co’ 
the seclusion of the judge's chamber would afford; The crow 
ly drifted out and down the stairs--and that included the de 
and his able attorney, 2 : 

In lieu of following the throng to the south door and to t sie 
of the court yard, the attorney gave the puzzled steers * ae 
to move deliberately to the comparative solitude of the ee “4 a BS 
There, he pointed out hig. nice new touring*car=-one ©: fee 
around and asked the defendant if he knew how to drive, ire 
do--yes sah, " said the prisoliém The attorney hadded over his keys, 
told him to drive to St. Johfis, park it, and catch the first Seo 
that came along--and stay gone. Fé 

"First off," oe defendant argued, "I gotta go back to the x 
house and get me myli'l ole bundle of clothes, "The lawyer, a - 
irked at that idea, protested. "You go back for your ce ae } 
not need them, maybe for fourteen long years--then you get’a n 

t, anyway. “ 3 : 
oe the uns the car had rattled the criss-crossed oe. 
iron bridge, the brief recess ended, The judge again askes 
é Se 
was ready to resume. i 
oe attouay, peat) completely recovered from the age 
of the heat, arose in all his magesty. se pee bet otase 
i It : 
ed a moment, to collect his thoug t, or fo ‘ga 
a toward the ceiling, like he might be imploring aid ben 3 
high, or counting the dust laden cobwebs. His nose was eleva A 
if to avoid the perfume on his necktie. sg: 
Your honor, " fie intoned, "Plans for the defense, at this noe 
appear subject to a departure.from the routine--due, one m 


i in the absence of 
t this case be continued for service--in ) 
oe " He gestured, gracefully, to indicate the vacancy | & 
ide his chair. * ape, 

aoe dumbfounded jurist, noting the lack of a eS ee Fe 

the bailiff who was presumeqstg faye Ruan ciistodys, Brat 

_fequest--and probably saved, (ie state 2 2 a ‘ other 

state might have him to support. - Si 05 
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New stories in old papers can recall recollections. Mention of a 
July 4th celebration, in-4991, for instance. It reads like this. 

"Fifty-five tickets to’$léller were sold on July 4 by StationeAgent 
Don Davis of the W. C. & W. A. heavy rain fell on the 500 patton 
assembled there, There was no.shelter, hemée great damage was 


done to Swearing apparel; liis estimated that not les¢ than $500. , 
worth of summer hats tuined,- dn ocdiiranee Over which nostears | 


will be spilled by dealers in ladies' and gentlemen's lids. * 


came in, 
€@ just as 
ghly, 


provided passage. That was 


nm made since--som 


person. They had | 


tball player much 
hile the mess that 


nd the kitchen stove 
crowd at Sheller Lake. 


if any place else, would value hi 


posed upon, didn't think his 
own boy's attempt to do the 
ig seemed to be about enough 


hy turns have bee 


ig misplaced 
€ one made in that frenzied 


gh school foo 


omfortable w 
tm meal, a place to sleep, and 


train for Pinckneyville 


a 
g 


good wa 
zen, th 


“That's. all there is--there aint no more, " insofar as Roy Alden 

) knew.aboutit, If 55 bought tickets, only 54 tired, wet, bedraggled 

celebraters got off of the train here that évening. The 55th, the 

self-appointed mascout of the town band, well, he went “that-a 
Wayeeeabut it started out as a gala occasion, 


Tt celebration, at Sheller Lake, had as its prime attraction, 
the’j sily celebrated Pinckneyyille band,.And, at'that time, where 
“tte” “band™ palyed, the kid brother of two of itssm@mbers was de- 
termined to tag along. So, all decked out ip’a@iitee straw sailer 
hatsvwhite waist and knee britches, the band: follower was among 
sia Seer like there were more. who clambered into the ornate 


pathetic lookin 
g that’ would fit a hi 


but they felt warm and c 
, the morning 


even. if it was all wer 


July 4th finery dried behi 
derer mooched a 


in due time 


The wan 
breakfast. The Sheller citi 


And, 
The’ ticket 


2 ticket bearing thirteen letters--PINCKNEYVILLE, 


milking, but a job of stable cleanin 


cow would hold still for a little t 
to square up the account 


“some dry clothin 

sixty years ago. Ma 
wrong as th 

Now, as then, some of us, 


better, 


| third. welcomed the 
had beén. 


| Coaches of the "Wooden Axle" that fine morning, It is all ture 
‘hough’ that the coaches coupled up with links and pins, and: that 
the*bra kes were set by twisting on a wheel with a special variety. of 
om club, but a train ride was-a treat, A limited supply of ‘the 


ec 2 bunch fire crackers contributed to the galety gamle 
te" Sait -' 


just itch- 


at included the mascot, 


pushing and shovin 
Then, belatedly, 


Z, and the 
there came 


That train 
poor place 
t two doors 


€ railroad track- 
or home--th. 


d, ‘there was a lot of 


helter, The 


experiment of profound significance was attempted, 


fit be termed a yroject in acoustical tesearch, An observing 
youngster noted that the big bass drum had little round air vents in 
the wood veneer shell, Further investigation revealed that the 
little air holes was just about enough to admit a little fire cracker, 
itjyay be that the drummer was not looking--or looking where 
“Ne. Jeoked like he was looking, Worth trying. One little bang can 
besa big loud’ boom-inside a drum, Be aS, 
Some noted orator may have spoken at that celebration, Who 
cated? The band was there, and it was a big day--hot dogs and 
sodapop, ».with the spring wire and rubber gasket Stoppers. Lots of 
fun--unrilit rained, The bandstand, erected for the occasion,..near 
the lakey Was all decked out with bunting. If its colors came from 
Putnam's Fadeless Dyes, Putnam lied; When that rain café? the 
sha gotall-over-every body's clothes, It was one of those 
hg 


all total strangers, 
-~Pinckney ville was the other 
t one cent in cash, but with one 
ead to PINCK- 
mighty good. 


dreturn ticket that r 
teen letters looked 
S and on wet ground. “Thé firs 


face of a youngster seeking 3 


igty. “No’ 
“7a water-soake 
¢ "depot platform looked like a 


étélothe 


ght down in the loo 
knocked on closed in the f 


eh oh 


of, the. thir: 


Rn 


Y one. 
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cloud ji, gully-washer downpours, and there was no place to 
find shigiten, ja. i609 

The asseinibly had té/stick it out--all Soaking wet, And, it turned 
off €001;: Wetctothing can be so uncomfortable, The band started 
to playagaemivo try to cheer up the bedraggled throng, The drums 
could ontyiiimitate the sound effect of tapping a wet towel with a 
damp sponge, _ j 


AG ase iat iLO < S s 


in’ w 


tired cold and hun 


valued possession 


MOSL OLLE Crowd MoVeu cumiasse to th 


ing to get aboard the train f 


When it sto 
was moving in the wrong direction 


way. 
At Sheller station--ri 


safely. The mascot's 


NEYVILLE. Ever 
The space 


coaches ’ were 
to sleep, 


WUUMUNUUeveueuevnevunuop 


a 


te fio? 


tS tof 


ae. Sate. nis A 


nt has tried this 
tment Has tried this county syste 
ivania and one in Maryland, It has so 
: fs to be tried in the two counties named i 
bec ees evenly distributed population with good 1daM 
a ; it ® Successful in Vermilion and PEOUS countio=® 
ea! ‘established in.other counties of the state. 

' ‘That experiment, then highly controversial, mus 
sidered Specessful in the test qe 


ee Anette! hea ree ae mail cou 3 “ atfei 


eveningysThat Was not Franklin Delano and Elinor. 
Ingthatassue, the Beaucoup District correspondent mentioned pat 
wA traveling party passed through this section last Saturday 2 
be ae a bears, " Remember when traveling perke 
appeated thatWay? A big bear, ona chain, would cluteh a 
pole and dance around a circle, clumsy, but obediant 
i gman passed his hat for contributions-- "Be 
was one way to eat, ; 
Sements in this oldgissue are of inte 
swalnut Steet, had ang 


were only a few left at $2. 00. 


at that time, did not prevent Dr ons 
Peyton fromrha ving a little/display add that explained just'f 


extracted teeth painlessly--and with no after effects. 
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_ Another way to get a kick out of reading old newspapers is to ob-. = 
| serve how far wrong they were, Forecasts are ofen incorrect, Turf : 
_ selections and officiai results, just one day later, may illustrate 
-the point, : : } 3 
Here is another illustration; q 
"The Interurban ‘Line Said to be an Assured Facte+ Work to Start : 
Right Away onRoad @romFast St, Louis to Pinckneyville, " 
That pagee@me;=top of column headiine greeted local.readers in 
Jan,, 1919=8"Ptte!Bul? Moose Year, " if any need remifiling, : 
The story reads, in part, "as follows: fe: . 
t U.S. attorney, and pr 


"W. E. Trautm 1% 
pany,,in an interview Tuesday, piyes fort 


' Southern Traction’ Go hyd 
{nformation that is highly encouraging to Marissa”and 
long the Illinois Central from East St. Louis to Pinte! 
"Attorney Trautman had just returned from Chi¢a 
consultation “with the contractors, he had drawn up tHe 3) 
tions ‘and* commenced ‘the buying of material for the ¢ 
ofthe road, BRT yy < 


Sia. 


a re ee trae ee 


“Actiial ‘coristrtiction work will begin justyas 
Pi 


soon as the weather | 


mit n ti : 
\ conditions permit----" ss : 6 of the: her family ahd 7" 
; pe yarn goes: on to expand upon another announcement to the. ymeal, forthwith, for fen hungry men, | 7; 
effect that the McKinley system had plans to tap the Southern prew along with the transit party, ) ‘ 
Ilinois ‘coal fields, and to deny a rumor that Southern Traction rgarten Wore Ata ee 1 
ne about ae its franchise to the McKinley interests, Jepart- iat, could not quite set Pyay clear | W 
ae me so Sen len MicaaNe was published here, there e busi- eeeny men on such short motiee. Her | 4 
if Many day: which weather conditions would Have ep be unable'to come up with’enough | F 
per al Construction of another railroad line, They used mule ceals. Henry was persistent--and hungry, y 
: ms, bulltongued. plows and slip Scrapers on jobs of that kind tye men needed 4 meal, and the com- | Ty 
y en, Evenso, after due deliberation, it would appear that now, J But ie ¥ 
ope ee peer aiias ae v vi" we called him, was the manwho | y | 
= we me a ae pi omer years, Jos, A Bre Hblished that bit” ahe bills and keep the crew happy. But, | ¢ 
jae, ppears 8 misinformations*bdt tke all conserva~ . g¢ake the arrangements, That was Hen-= 
paper menajoe tied a string toit, He quoted "Marissa, it Of the | py 
Searchlight, " And, any copy of that nowipng defunct--defunct ig  C#Y but It Dr ears ae ie 
right~-publication, carried on its masthead the same name aé the % It Was] gost Gladson's iisistance, the reluctant g 
| one that heads this column, a 10 could be | nell, "she said, "I- could fry up a few | °¥ 
Southern Traction Co,, if memory serves a bit more accurately $4 Ti 
was d forecasts of things to come, was but one of several pro- twice and} -qess we can make out'on fried chicken | 1! 
posed electric interurbanglies that were in the blueprint or stock- pore ha’ le 
: ee he pas this Was ng, ; ae. ee ane spot, That-part is not guesswork nor i } 
oe na one pm “a. few years sooner, was the hea A ‘that manhandled the abundant supply 
ki ne, Just who allhelped "°°" 2 TOW.) ;od” the "back flag” on that party--and | | {4 
more transportatio Fj. wee losing | oe 
AB ais on the his Mp. Matzenbachers, 
" “hers gained | | ————$—<$_—<—$—<—— SI 
| le was one | “yi ip 
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Another way to get a kick out of reading old newspapers is to ob-. 
serve how far wrong they wete, Forecasts are ofen incorrect, Turf 
selections and official results, just one day later, may illustrate 

.the point, : 

Here is another illustration; 

"The Interurban Line Said to be an Assured Fact=- Work to Start 
Right Away onRoad ¥rom»East St. Louis to Pinckneyville. " 


That e=@te;- top of column headline greeted local readers in 

| Jan, 1912-2"The" Butt Moose Year, " if any need re gs: 
The story reads, in part, as follows: ie 
"W, E, Trau iGt U.S. attorney, and pre ‘ 


Con pany, in an interview Tuesday, 
{nformation that is highly encouraging to Marissa and 
long the Illinois Central from East St. Louis to Pi 
"Attorney Trautman had just returned from Ci 
consultation “with the contractors, he had drawn up thi 
tions ‘and’ commenced the buying of material for tie’¢ 
oftthe toad, ANE ie e 
eS a 
"Actual construction work will begin justyas.soon as’; 


f 1 en hungry men, 
| elevation" cre 


w along with the transit party, ) 


ee ae Be piace 
Mrs, Matzenbachey, athfixst, could not @uite CUO ctca: 
to fix upa roils ey men on such short totes. Her 
first excuse was that she would be unable'to come up/ with enough 
Meat to make that many meals, Henry was persistent--and hungry. 


He just kept on insisting. Phe men needed a meal, and the com- 
pany would pay the bill, 


, h “Mi nl 
eal, forthwith, for 


on, it would appe ; 
hope for this project dims, aa Billingsly, "Old Whiskers," we called him, was the man who 
Our good friend of other years, Jos, A, Br Hblis| had to be around to pay the bills and keep the crew happy. But, 
of what now appears to be misinformationy*Bdt tke a| he was not called upon to make thé arrangements, That was Hen= 


ive newspaper ‘ményijoe tied a string to it, He quot 
Searchlight, " And; any copy of that nowgjiong defunct 
right--publication, carried on its Tasthead the same 


ty's job, =.) 

Unable to hold out against Gladson's {isistance, the reluctant 
hostess finally agreed. "Well, “she said, "I. could fry up a few 
chickens, " 

Henry drooled--"Well--guess we can make out'on fried chicken 
for one meal. " ‘ : 

That fried chicken hit thé spot, That-part is not guesswork nor 
idle rumor, One pair Of hands that manhandled the abundant supply 
of drumsticks also balanced’ the "back flag" on that party--and 
typed these lines, = 
What this country needs is more Mys.. Matzenbachers, 

e ‘ 


Southern Traction Co,, if memory serves a bit mor¢ 
than did forecasts of things to come, was but one of | 
posed electric interurbanytities that were in the bluepri 

wwas young, 


Among others, one 


tlon, was” 


ae 


a ie ld phar | 


a2 
res EE aes 
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‘ag | shiek eave fopk olth ail 

Or ra, prs oo- . = ' 
1k #ooh 8 coltsdO~ a - 
mpppiionssoOt =: 

- 25) Sees 7 OLEEYs « 53 5 

Pat goa jonr- Angee 


9 tray ‘customs and 


sting to recall and top 
but are not, perhaj 
he. ancient and honorable. custom of miggatalainay 4 
ycows here in town, now fortunately ool 4 
b! ht ttention, But, that little detail of convoying iad 
toand from the pastures was not discussed sufficiently. The younger 


generation ‘might besAimazed to seedozens of Cowstraversing the 
streets and alleys\as they did years ago. , 

There were two schools of thought concerning methods of taking 
cows to pasture and bringing them home safely: Some of the more 
sedate citizens lead their cows with ropes and Halters, .or 4 strap 


affixed around the horns, Youngsters who picked up'4 little’ revenue’ @ =, inthe yard, where Mulberry street 
from driving cows for others disapproved. That would be no fun at sig thick flowering shrubs were, in the 
all, and did not look a bit like a real cowboy. } splendid place to brush against to 


Youngsters; with standard equipment to drive the cows to pasture 
had. long whips, perhaps fashioned from discarded buggy harness . 
reins, and witha long “whang” or lace-leather lash, With practice, 
they became proficient with this weapen, and could pluck a fly 
from the real’ elevation of 'a cow with one flick of the lash, At 


; lady learned to await this invasion 
> fg J rocks at the cows--atid dri vers- = 
—,/ while, she carried on a tirade that 
ling down strange: curses on’ the in- 

would suggest attemtping to keep 


- 


times, :a'length of Lorrowed clothsline, or cotton sashcord, became eae ay flies, 
Ry | or lasso, and some became proficient twirlers, Some , Bos Key bne cow was delivered to.its owner 
fol a cow or calf with ease, Some went in for fancy twirling aster, Building operations differed 


fin the best Will Rogers manner. That was one way to show off. 
"These ‘Bentle cows, trained to.lead, perhaps gave their owners 
much less trouble, but no one*could see that there was any fun init 
| for them, Some did dot transport their cows at all.” The cows just 
" spent the summersin the pastures, Owners would trudge down to the 
pastures, early in the morning and late in the evening, to do the ttracted the curiosity of one un- |’ 
milking and lug home the milk, At times, they took along a pail PRINTED BY OFFS, for this was something new and |} | 
of feed to supplment the grass diet, and to make the cow stand fe wastcomeiew Wincechnoubranell 
still] for the task of milking, And, there was little chance for any. anything, Anyway, she paused to..|) 
excitement in that proceedure. : ~ ler heard was lowered to sniff the | 
Pasture owners permitted this, perhaps upon the theory that one @) 5 196: shape to leap if anything went | 
cow would eatno more grass in 24 hours than in 12, But, some may many generations from-the breed 
question this--especially if it is not the same cow on both shifts. neces, Most of them were a little 
‘There was the yarn about the man who owned twin-sister cows, 
identical in looks, One spent the daylight*hqurs on pasture and 
languished in the barn all night, The other grazed at night--two 
pasture rentals for the price of one, 
_ Many little episodes beset the kids that drove the cows. Some 
| were a bit aggravating--or at times, embarassing. Some.cows; at) 
times, played “piggy-back, " perhaps for half a block; until the 
well-placed lash distracted them, Some were prone, at times, to 
invade restricted areas, There was, for example, the front yard of 
the home of Mrs, Fisher--she of the club feet and an.acid tongue, . 
whenshe expressed herself in her native language. She hada clump 


ke building, Main and Mulberry. . 
was in 1898, The plasterer had to 
Pason perhaps two weeks or more, |) 
thed and boiled and sent up acrid 


. 


ing the delay, applied the usual 

@ most prominent portion of the 

hed from the rear, provided a 
otion, like unto that employed 

t into play, with emphafis, the 

sh lifted a. welt right on the as= 

1e seething lime. 

ye who tended the cow was not at }. 

vee one the cows legs, and the splat- 
peanks. She had to’give the cow a 
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ho had to be the maid in waiting | 
ed a chance to pick up her supply 
wuld be. 
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4 Random Reeuilection!™*, x 


= yeows here in town, now fortunately obsoletes Hae ber 4 
bro Attention. But, that little detail of convoying thaistec. 
toand from the pastures was not discussed sufficiently. © 


generation might beyamazed to see dozens of cows)traversing the 
streets and alleys\as they did years ago. : 

There were two schools of thought. concerning methods of taking 
Cows to pasture and bringing them home safely’. Some of the more 
sedate citizens lead their cows with ropes and hal 
| affixed around the horns, Youngsters who picked up@ 
from driving cows for others disapproved. That woul 
all, and did not look a bit like a real cowboy. 

Youngsters; with standard equipment to drive the c 
had long whips, perhaps fashioned from discarded 
| ‘reins, and witha long "whang" or lace-leather lash, 
| they became proficient with this weapén, and co 
from the real’ elevation ofa cow with one flick o 
times salength of Lorrowed clothsline, or cotton sashe 
a | or lasso, and some became proficient 
cou  a.cow or calf with ease, Some went in for 
in the best Will Rogers manner. That was one way t 
“These Pentle cows, traingd to. lead, perhaps gay 
muchless trouble, but no one“could see that there wé 
for them, Some did hot transport their cows at all. 
" spent the summersin the pastures. Owners would trud 

pastures, early in the morning and late in the eve! 

milking and lug home the milk, At times, they to 

of feed to supplment the grass diet, and to make 

still for the task of milking, And, there was little 
excitement in that proceedure. 

Pasture owners permitted this, perhaps upon the 

- cow would eatno more grass in 24 hours than in 12, 

question this--especially if it is not the same coy 

There was the yarn about the man who owned t 

identical in looks, One spent the daylight*hour 
languished in the barn all night, The other graze 

pasture rentals for the price of one. 

Many little episodes beset the kids that drove 
| were a bit aggravating--or at times, embarassing. 
times, played "piggy-back, “ perhaps for half a 
well-placed lash distracted them, Some were pro! 
invade restricted areas, There was, for example, | 
the home of Mrs, Fisher--she of the club feet and 

whenshe expressed herself in her native language. S 
a ee 


of lilac and snowball bushes in the yard, where Mulberry street | 

ends at the Loos place, These thick flowering shrubs were, in the | 
opinion of the passing cows, a splendid place to brush against to 
get relief from flies. The old lady learned to await this invasion 
and would struggle out and throw rocks at the cows--and dri yers- - 

with but little accuracy, Meanwhile, she carried ona tirade that 
sdunded like she might be calling down strange) curses on the in- 

vaders of her property, No one would suggest attemtping to keep 
the cows from setatching off the flies, 

Then, there was the time that one cow was delivered to.its owner 
with all four legs white with plaster, Building operations differed 
then, They were erecting the Hincke building, Main and Mulberry. 
The ornate front indicates that was in 1898, The plasterer had to 
let the quicklime cook and season perhaps two weeks or more, 
When water was added, it seethed and boiled and sent up acrid 
fumes, 

A big bed of this seething mass attracted the curiosity of one un- 
truly cow. She had to in estigate, for this was something new and 
different. Maybe the cow thought it was some new kind of hot bran 
mash--if cows ever do think anything, Anyway, she paused.to. 
make a thorough inspection, Her heard was lowered to sniff the | 
stuff, her legs bunched up as if in shape to leap if anything went 
wrong, These cows were not too many generations from the breed 
thatranged free, unimpeded by fences, Most of them were a little 
on the untamed order. | 

The dutiful "cowboy," observing the delay, applied the usual | _- 
temedy, A prominent spot on the most prominent portion of the 
cow's anatomy, when approached from the rear, provided 
splendid target for the lash. The motion, like unto that employed 
in “pegging sécond, " was brought into play, with emphagis. The 
biting flick* of the lace-leather lash lifted a, welt right on the as=- : 
signed spot. The cow skidded in the seething lime. 

‘The -good hardworking housewife who tended the cow was not at 

all pleased with the lime coating one the cows legs, and the splat- 

ters ‘of it on the underside and flanks. She had to’ give the cow a 

bath, as 

| Itmay be that, then, the lady who had to be the maid in waiting | 

for a cow would have appreciated a chance to pick up her supply 

of milk at the dairy counter, Could be. 
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FYVILLE, ILLINOIS. 


Advocute’SHonolulu 
Correspondent Geis 
50 Year Vet Jewel 


Percy B. Smith, "Honolulu Cor- 
gespondent” of the Advocate, Ie~ 
wis that he has. been awarded 
the 50-year Veteran's Jewel of | 
Odd Fellowship. ; 
Presentation of thisbadge of 
distinction, in the 50th State, 
was in behalf of Wildey Lodge 
No. 2, St. Louis, Mo., to which 
Smith has belonged since 1908. 


‘The officers of that historic lodge | 


belatédly, discovered from their 


nm Si eaten mit 


yecords, present 
historic St, Louis lodge prepared 
a script fo 
use in honoring their member. It. 
brought out the fact tha 
was instrumental in organizing a0 
Odd Fellows lodge in Mimo, 
and served as its first secretary; 
that he became 4 member of 
Wildey No, 2 in 1908. 


From the records, the presenta- 


tion address pointed out that, in 


his years of activity In the or- 
ganization, in ‘St. Louis, Smith | 
‘Hhad represeated his lodge on an 
Fall St. Louis degree team repre" | 
ty at the Souverin 
This city-wide 
"gli-star" cast Won outstanding | 
recognition, 
made to his service on the city- 
wide relief committee of the or- 
ization. 
The local lodge; called upon. to |. 
er the honor, the ccommuni- 
cation states, claims ork 
1846, The story is that a sailing |: 
ship, on a voyage from the eas- |; 
tem seaboard: to the Pacific | 
was storm driven to the |) 


group, one 
pensation 
anywhere in the W 
stranded seamen, the lodge was }° 
formed in Honolulu, and retains || 


its identity. 


